
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



C^ fll?' fO'1^ 




l^arbarti College l^ifararg 



FROM 




Jf. Jmclu, 



\ 



BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

PUBLISHED 

BY J. HATCHARD AND SON ; 

AND HAMILTON, ADAMS, AND CO., PATERNOSTER ROW. 



An EXPOSITION of the PENTATEUCH. Parti., 
Genesis. Third Edition. Price 6«. cloth. Part 11., Exodus 
and Leviticus. Second Edition. Price 6s, cloth. Part HI., 
Numbers and Deuteronomy. Second Edition. Price 6«. cloth. 

POSTHUMOUS SERMONS. Vol. I. Second Edition. 
Price 6$. cloth. 

The SECOND VOLUME OF POSTHUMOUS SER- 
MONS. Price 6«. cloth. 

SERMONS preached at Trinity Church, Upper Chelsea. 
Sixth Edition, 12mo. 6«. cloth. 

EIGHT LECTURES on the HISTORY of JACOB. 
Sixteenth Edition. Price 5«. 6d, cloth, 

TWELVE LECTURES on the HISTORY of ABRA- 
HAM. Eleventh Edition, 12mo. Price 5^. 6d, cloth. 

LECTURES on the HISTORY of ELISHA. Fourth 
Edition, 12mo. Price 58. 6d. cloth. 

NINE LECTURES on the HISTORY of SAINT 
PETER. Seventeenth Edition. Price 4«. 6d, 

DISCOURSES upon some of the DOCTRINAL AR- 
TICLES of the CHURCH OF ENGLAND. Eighth 
Edition, 12mo. Price 5«. 6d, cloth. 

TWELVE LECTURES on the HISTORY of St PAUL. 
Two vols. Ninth Edition, 12mo. 58. 6d. each. 

LECTURES upon the HISTORY of our LORD and 
SAVIOUR, JESUS CHRIST. Three vols. Tenth Edi- 
tion. Price 58. 6d. each. 

EXPOSITION of the EPISTLES to the SEVEN 
CHURCHES. Fourth Edition. 6». 6d. cloth. 

TWO DISCOURSES upon the TRLVL of the SPIRITS. 
Seventh Edition. Price Is. 6d. stiff covers. 

TWO SERMONS on the SACRAMENT. Eighth Edi- 
tion, 12mo. Is. stiff covers. 

A SERMON on the LORD'S-DAY. Sixth Edition, 
12mo. 6d. stiff covers. 

A SERMON preached at the General Ordination, held by 
the Lord Bishop of Winchester, at Famham Castle, July, 
1834. Second Edition. Price Is. 



© 



A THIRD AND CONCLUDING VOLUME 



POSTHUMOUS SERMONS. 



WLit^ ^MtaXBl Eettet0* 



BY THE 

REV. HENRY BLUNT, A.M., 

LATE RECTOR OF 8TREATHAM, SURREY ; 
AND FORMERLY FELLOW OF PEMBROKE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE. 



LONDON: 
J. HATCHARD AND SON, 187, PICCADILLY; 

AND HAMILTON, ADAMS. AND CO.. PATERNOSTER ROW. 
MDCCCXLVL 



3I//fii^i ■ 










MACINTOSH, PRINTER, 
GREAT NEW STREET, LONDON. 



4r^ 



PREFACE. 



The duty devolves upon me of sending 
forth another volume of my dear and 
valued fiiend's sermons. From the plea- 
sure and profit experienced in the revision 
of them, it is a matter of sorrow to my- 
self to have to announce that this is in- 
tended to be the closing volume of the 
series ; and I doubt not that the notice 
will be received with the same feeling of 
regret by the public, whose appreciation 
not only of these sermons, but of all the 
laniented author's works, is marked by 
the unprecedented circulation which they 
have obtained. Numerous applications 
having been made to him during his life 
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to allow the publication of his Pastoral 
Letters, which were only printed for dis- 
tribution among his flock, they are now 
appended to the ^present volume; and, 
while the simple but important instruction 
conveyed in them will thus, under God, 
be of more extensive benefit, they may 
serve to afford a fuller view of the 
author's useful and varied ministrations, 
and of the anxious and affectionate in- 
terest which he took in the spiritual wel- 
fare of those among whom he laboured, 
and over whom he was set. 

JOHN BROWNE. 

Trinity Chijbch, Cheltenham, 
Jan. 29, 1846. 
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SERMON I. 
THE LORD'S VINEYARD. 



Isaiah v. 3, 4. 

«• and now, o inhabitants of jerusalem, and men 
of judah, judge, i pray you, betwixt me and 

' my vineyard. what could have been done 
more to my vineyard that i have not done 

IN IT?" 

The songs of the Hebrew Scriptures are 
of three kinds. The first are those which 
are written in rhyme, having similar cor- 
responding sounds terminating the verses. 
In the translation, the peculiar melody of 
such songs, of course, entirely disappears. 
The second, are verses in which the 
words are distributed according to num- 

VOL. III. B 
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ber, quantity, and accent, so as to make 
an agreeable harmony from the arrange- 
ment of the different combined sounds. 
Of this sort, are the Songs of Moses, 
Miriam, Deborah, and others, in which 
the careful reader, even in the prose 
translation of our Bibles, feels at once 
that he is reading poetry. The third 
class is composed of allegorical and pa- 
rabolical sentences, containing sayings of 
the highest import; which, without any 
very marked arrangement of words, or 
disposition of syllables, are called songs, 
or poems, in Holy Writ, chiefly, perhaps, 
on account of their beauty and sublimity. 
Of this kind, are the 12th and 26th chap- 
ters of the prophecy before us, and that 
very beauti^ and instructive specimen 
from which the words of the text are 
taken. 

It is my purpose, this morning, to en- 
deavour to interest your attention in the 
particulars of this song, believing that it 
contains words of exhortation and of 
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warning, which, under God's blessing, 
cannot but be profitable to every soul 
among us. 

The prophet thus commences: "Now 
will I sing to my well-beloved, a song of 
my beloved, touching his vineyard." 

Do you inquire, Who was this well- 
beloved of whom Isaiah spake, whom 
he appeared delighted to recognise under 
such a phrase, dwelling upon it and re- 
peating it, as man is apt to dwell upon 
and to repeat the name he loves? The 
prophet's well-beloved was, as he else- 
where denominated Him, " The Lord his 
God, the Holy One of Israel, his Sa- 
viour." It is a blessed thing, brethren, 
when the heart is able thus to see its 
Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier, as these 
holy men of old could see Him, and cry, 
" This is my beloved, and this is my 
friend." There is little that is satisfac- 
tory in the religion of any of us, until it 
brings us to God, as revealed to us in 
B 2 
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Christ Jesus, as the well-beloved of our 
souls, the object not merely of our reve- 
rence and of our fear, but of our fervent, 
heartfelt, filial love. 

It was, then, touching his beloved's 
vineyard, and not his own, that the 
prophet was about to sing, and he, there- 
fore, thus at once commences, — " My well- 
beloved hath a vineyard in a very fruit- 
ful hill, and he fenced it, and gathered 
out the stones thereof, and planted it with 
the choicest vine, and built a tower in 
the midst of it, and also made a wine- 
press therein." 

Every word in this song is replete with 
interest, and nothing is left to conjecture. 
The key to the whole parable is to be 
found in the seventh verse, where we read, 
" The vineyard of the Lord of hosts is 
the house of Israel, and the men of Judah 
his pleasant plant." 

We need not dwell upon the propriety 
of the prophet's language, when he calls 
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the situation of the Lord's vineyard, *' a 
very fruitful hill." For all will recognise 
the land of Canaan, that land which was 
the richest of all lands, flowing with oil, 
and with milk and honey, as the hill 
upon which the vine of the Lord was 
planted. Neither need we dwell upon 
the manner in which the great husband- 
man fenced up this beautiful vine ; how 
the Lord gave to Israel a ceremonial law 
which stood as a wall, a " partition wall," 
for so the apostle calls it, between them 
and all the nations of the earth : so high, 
so strong, so impassable, that, until the 
Lord Jesus Christ came, and cast down 
that wall, no Heathen nation had ever 
been admitted to place its foot within the 
precincts of the vineyard of the Lord. 
But there was yet another fence which 
the Almighty built around his vine, so 
remarkable, that no attentive reader of 
the Bible can have overlooked it: that 
fence which protected Israel from all the 
physical aggression, as the ceremonial law 
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did from all the moral aggression of their 
enemies. I allude to that peculiar pro- 
vidence of God, by which, during the 
three solemn festivals in every year, of 
the Passover, of Pentecost, and of Taber- 
nacles, when every male was compelled 
to go up to Jerusalem from the most 
distant and unguarded comers of the 
land, leaving their fields and their flocks, 
their wives and their little ones, often 
totally unprotected, and dwelling upon 
the very borders of their most hostile 
neighbours, all were still kept in the 
most perfect security; the Lord himself 
standing as a wall on their right hand and 
on their left, and carrying on from year 
to year the annual miracle, that while all 
the males were absent from their habi- 
tations, even the predatory Arab should 
check his horse and turn his footsteps, 
when about to enter the heritage and 
despoil the vineyard of the Lord ! 

Not only did the Almighty thus pro- 
tect the outskirts of his vineyard, but He 
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was as continually, as mercifully engaged 
in its interior improvement and decoration. 
"He gathered out the stones thereof,'* 
says the prophet. Were the stones to re- 
main in the vineyard, what hope, what pos- 
sibility would there be of fruit ? Had the 
idolatrous nations, the Amorites and the 
Hittites, the Perizites and the Canaanites, 
the Hivites and the Jebusites, who were 
the original occupants of Canaan, con- 
tinued to exist in the midst of the people 
of God, it requires no great knowledge of 
human nature to assert that the worship 
of the true God would have daily become 
more and more adulterated, and the fruit- 
fulness of the true vine more feeble and 
unprofitable to Him who planted it. 
But yet, brethren, mark and admire the 
justice of God, even while we acknow- 
ledge with the apostle, " to them that 
fell severity." He did not gather out the 
Gentile nations imtil they were in a state 
to be really injurious to the vine He 
was about to plant upon their fruitful 
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hill. He did not destroy them, he did 
not cast them forth, until they had be- 
come stones in the vineyard. Remember, 
how long the Almighty patiently waited 
until the iniquity of the Amorites was 
full ; recollect, how He delayed to strike, 
imtil the guilt of the Canaanites over- 
flowed. As St. Paul expresses it, " Be- 
cause, that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God, neither were 
thankful, but became vain in their ima- 
ginations, and their foolish heart was 

darkened, and they changed the 

glory of the uncorruptible God into an 
image made like to corruptible man, and 
to birds, and four-footed beasts, and 
creeping things;" because of all these 
voluntary acts of disobedience and re- 
bellion it was, that their hearts became 
harder than " the nether millstone," and 
that God cast them forth as stones out 
of his vineyard. 

Even yet, we have not finished all that 
the Lord did for his vineyard. ^' He 
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built a tower in the midst of it, and also 
made a wine-press therein." It was the 
custom, we are told, in every vineyard of 
any great extent and in any exposed situ- 
ation, to erect a watch-tower, both as the 
residence of the keeper and as a defence 
against aggression, and it was equally 
usual to have therein a wine-press for 
squeezing and extracting the juice from 
the grapes. In allusion to both these 
practices, the prophet speaks of the tower 
and the wine-press in the vineyard of the 
Lord. Probably by the former intending 
the city of Jerusalem, the joy of the 
whole earth, the city of the Great King ; 
and by the latter, the wine-press, — the 
Temple which adorned and consecrated 
the whole country, and was for ever send- 
ing forth, in the prayers and praises of its 
countless worshippers, and in the blood 
of its ten thousand victims (fit emblem 
of the wine-press), its grateful homage 
of fruitfulness before the throne of the 
Eternal. 

B 3 
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Now, after all these cares and all these 
exertions on the part of the great Hus- 
bandman, can we be surprised that the 
prophet should have added, " He looked 
that it should bring forth grapes ?" Cer- 
tainly ! From what other motive does the 
husbandman till the ground, but that he 
may reap the fruit ? By what other mo- 
tive could the dresser of the vineyard have 
been induced to exercise such watchful- 
ness and care? He expected grapes; and 
were there none? Yes, brethren, grapes 
there were, but then they were not the 
fruit which such pains and such labour 
ought to have produced ; it brought forth 
grapes, but, adds the prophet, emphati- 
cally, " they were wild grapes." It is 
at this point of the parable, that the 
Almighty, if we may so say, appears to 
break in upon the prophet with that most 
remarkable apostrophe of the text. ** And 
now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men 
of Judah," now that you have heard from 
my prophet all that I have been for cen- 
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tunes engaged in doing for the benefit, 
the fruitfulness of this favoured spot, now 
you are prepared to form an opinion; and 
though I am the accuser, and you your- 
selves the accused, I leave it to you to 
give an unbiassed, unprejudiced sentence; 
the case is so strong, the facts so unde- 
niable, that you must inevitably return a 
true and faithful verdict, although it will 
be against yourselves. " Judge, there- 
fore, I pray you, betwixt me and my vine- 
yard," between me and yourselves, "what 
could have been done more to my vine- 
yard, that I have not done in it ?" 

O, brethren, the case against the 
criminal must indeed be strong, when 
the Judge can thus venture to refer the 
verdict to himself! 

And they were speechless; there was 
not an inhabitant of Jerusalem, or a man 
of Judah, who could answer a word. Not 
one who could dare to impugn the testi- 
mony of the Lord, as to what he had 
already done. Not one who could venture 
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to suggest a single act of mercy, which he 
had not done. 

All were silent, and we may imagine 
each looking into his own heart, with 
deep and profitless regrel;, with bitter but 
unavailing self-reproach, while he beheld 
drawn up in awful and terrible array, the 
long, long line of God's astonishing mer- 
cies to him, and his ungrateful and sinful 
disobediences to God. 

But, brethren, it is time to turn the 
application of this instructive parable in- 
ward, from the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and the men of Judah to our own hearts, 
our own consciences, our own responsi- 
bilities, our own neglects. We will not 
apply it to the country, the highly fa- 
voured country in which we live, — a 
country more distinguished by the boun- 
ties and the mercies and the forbearance 
of our God, perhaps, than any other 
country under heaven. We will not 
apply it to our national Church, which 
bears so strong a tesemblance to the vine 
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which the Lord's own right hand has 
planted, and the branch that he made so 
strong for himself. Although, perhaps, 
in both these applications of the parable, 
there might be much to instruct and much 
to humble us, much to fill us with grati- 
tude to Him who has so unceasingly 
blessed and prospered us, and much to fill 
us with confusion and dismay at the sight 
of our own poor and miserable return. 

But opportunities like the present are 
too few and too brief to generalize, where 
each conscience requires to be brought to 
feel its own deficiencies, and each heart to 
be awakened to its own neglects. I would 
say, then, brethren, to each of you indi- 
vidually, and I would not exclude myself, 
Thou art the vine. 

God has planted you in the very firuit- 
fiil hill of his visible Church ; finiitful, in 
that the Sun of Righteousness is continu- 
ally shining upon you through her ordi- 
nances, and the dews of the Holy Spirit 
are as continually shed. All I ask you. 



14 THE lord's vineyard. 

then, for the purpose, under God's bless- 
ing, of exciting you to greater zeal, 
greater and more urgent and more con- 
sistent eflForts for the glory of God, is to 
look back upon the days that are past, 
and see if there be any pains, any care, 
any culture, which the Almighty be- 
stowed upon his most favoured vineyard, 
which He has withheld from you. And 
then to compare, honestly and conscien- 
tiously, what God has done for you, with 
what you are attempting, or even desiring 
to do for God. Do we exaggerate when 
we assert that the generality even of what 
might be denominated well-conducted per- 
sons, are thoroughly satisfied if they are 
not actually ofiending God, if they are 
not living in any wilful sins of omission 
or commission; i.e., they are perfectly 
satisfied if they have only attained to this 
point; that the vine brings forth no fruit 
at all ! But, brethren, can you imagine 
that this will satisfy God ? Can you think, 
after all that He has done for you, after 
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all the blessings of providence, after all 
the still greater blessings of grace, after 
giving his own Son, God's unspeakable 
gift, for you, that you will ever hear, 
" Well done, good and faithful servant," 
if the very utmost at which you are aim- 
ing is simply to do nothing, to bear no 
fruit at all ? O, no ! there must be fruit 
to God's glory, there must be usefulness 
as weU as holiness of life, or the Lord of 
the vineyard will not be satisfied. But 
let us return a little to the details of the 
song. 

We have seen that the husbandman 
fenced this vine, or, dropping allegory, 
the Almighty defended his people, both 
physically and morally, with a solicitude 
as well as a power which nothing human 
could compete with. And what has He 
done for you? Now, let us take a single 
case, in the hope that it may reach a 
single heart, and many there are in this 
congregation who, while we speak of the 
protecting hand of God, thus surrounding 
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and defending them, will recognise them- 
selves. Let us take the case of a young 
person, brought up carefully and morally 
in the bosom of his family. You who 
have been thus circumstanced can feel at 
once what care, what guardianship the Lord 
then exercised on your behalf, how He 
fenced you around from the temptations 
of gross sin and carnal indulgences, from 
the sneer of the scomer and the mise- 
rable jest of the unbeliever, and the 
ridicule of those who fear not the Lord. 

It may be, that for years you have en- 
joyed this security, have lived within the 
fence, until the weak and feeble tendrils 
of the vine have hardened into branches, 
and the frail green shoots which the 
slightest pressure would have crushed, 
have now become the solid wood which it 
would be difficult to injure. You have 
left the parental roof, and have gone 
forth into the world, and at first you 
carried with you strong feelings of grati- 
tude to God for all that He had done for 



THE lord's vineyard. 17 

you so kindly and so ^long. But you are 
thrown among the people of the world, 
even those who, as the Psalmist expresses 
it, forget God. I do not mean the grossly 
wicked, but those who are living without 
God in the world. At first you retain 
those habits and those feelings which 
have been so long implanting ; you attend 
to private prayer, you make a conscience 
of reading the Word of God, you keep, at 
least partially, the Lord's-day, you are 
scrupulous in honesty, in truth, in chas- 
tity, and thus honour him who has so 
long fenced and guarded you. But yet a 
little while, and how are all these hopeful 
branches of the vine languishing and 
withering. One religious observance 
takes up too much of your time, another 
is too apt to excite the smiles of your 
companions, a third trenches too much 
upon the only holiday you possess. Thus 
one by one, perhaps, almost all are given 
up, and you who ought in an especial 
manner to be bringing forth fruit to the 
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glory of God, have become barren and 
unfruitftd. Nor is this the worst. The 
vine will bear, though its produce be 
worthless, and even worse than worthless, 
and unprofitable. Here also you are 
portrayed in the parable. God looked 
that you should bring forth grapes, you 
are bringing forth wild grapes. You 
are now following the multitude to do evil. 
You have entered upon the follies and 
sins of youth. You are seen in places 
where the child of God ought never to 
be seen, you yield to the practices 
and imitate the walk of those whose 
spot is not the spot of God's chil- 
dren. You are bringing forth the wild 
grapes of sensuality, or profaneness, or 
irreligion, or a guilty extravagance, or 
Sabbath-breaking, or immorality, or for- 
getfiilness of God. Most earnestly would 
I apply myself to those among my younger 
hearers who feel conscious that they too 
well deserve the admonition. I would 
say to you, and though I know you not. 
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there is One that knoweth, who, although 
the bow be drawn at a venture, can carry 
home the arrow to the heart which needeth 
it, " Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days 
of thy youth, and walk in the ways of 
thine heart, and in the sight of thine 
eyes, but know, that for all these things, 
God will bring thee into judgment." 
Yes, be assured of this, there are none 
who are visited even here with such 
stings of conscience, such sharp and pain- 
fol arrows of remorse, when the Lord 
begins to deal with them, as those who 
have once been conscious of his care and 
protection, and have yet ungratefully cast 
his yoke from off their neck, and sought 
their pleasure there where God is not. 
Again, another individual's case pre- 
sents itself. One whose path was once fuU 
of difficulty, full of labour and anxiety, or 
of trouble and restraint. The stones 
were scattered so thickly over the ground 
that the feeble plant could scarcely 
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struggle upward into life. How often, 
at that time, did you think, O, if God 
would but relieve me from this difficulty, 
if he would but free me from these re- 
straints, so that I had but more time, more 
opportunity to serve him, how different 
should I be. It is not that I have any 
distaste to religion, any dislike to the 
service of God, but my peculiar circum- 
stances are my peculiar hindrances. Let 
but these be removed, and I should cer- 
tainly bring forth fruit unto God. Well, 
brethren, God has heard your prayer; 
he has " gathered out the stones thereof," 
he has removed the hindrances of which 
you complained, and made your path 
what you once thought was all you de- 
sired it to be that you might serve God 
with a whole heart. And now, are you 
serving him thus 1 Have your zeal and 
your consistency and your advance in 
holiness all kept pace with your advan- 
tages? Are you devoting your time, 
your substance, your thoughts, your 
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hearts, more exclusively to him 1 Or, do 
you feel that the very reverse of this is 
the fact? that when your time, for in- 
stance, was not at your own command, 
when your occupations or your hindrances 
and restraints in God's service were pe- 
culiarly great, the few moments you could 
snatch for religious exercises were propor- 
tionably sweet to you, and that there was 
then in reality more of heartfelt zeal, and 
of real fruitfulness for God, under those 
most trying impediments than you have 
ever experienced since they have been re- 
moved. Instead, indeed, of this anticipated 
improvement, are there not some even 
among ourselves from whom God, in an 
especial manner, might be expecting to re- 
ceive grapes, and yet who are actually pro- 
ducing wild grapes 1 dishonourable to our 
profession, and unprofitable to our God] 
Time would fail me were I thus to par- 
ticularize the remainder of the parable ; 
to remind you of the temple in the midst 
of you, and the peculiar advantages which, 
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during the last few months, you have en- 
joyed, and to cast in all these as addi- 
tional motives for fruitftdness, as ad- 
ditional aggravations if there be none. 
Enough has been said, I trust, to enable 
every thinking person in this assembly to 
answer the inquiry of his God, when he 
addresses him, and says, " Now judge 
between me and my vineyard, what could 
have been done more to my vineyard, that 
I have not done in itV For even if you 
do not come under either of those 
denominations of persons whom I have 
addressed, if you have never been fenced 
in by a parent's affection and a parent's 
care ; if the stones are still in your path, 
and you are left to struggle on in the 
heavenward way over many an outward 
difficulty and inward conflict, stiU I ap- 
peal, and with equal confidence, to your- 
selves. God has done much for you. How 
much, your own hearts only can reveal. 
I do not now allude to the higher and 
more solemn transactions between God 
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and your own souls; to the moments, 
and they have been many, when he has 
striven with you, upon the very brink of 
sin, and brought you back in safety from 
the edge of its dark precipice ; when he 
has seen the kindling feeling in your soul, 
so well-described by the apostle, " Lust, 
when it has conceived, bringeth forth 
sin, and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death ;" when he, who has never 
quenched the smoking flax, has in mercy 
subdued the rising lust, and quenched the 
kindling sin, and saved you from the 
second death. No! I do but refer to 
these things ; I would rather convince 
you by those plain and obvious dealings 
of God, of which the most insensible are 
conscious ; and even here you shall say, 
God has done all that could be done for 
me. Has he not preserved many of you 
from sickness, from sorrow, from trial, 
and that uninterruptedly, since I last ad- 
dressed you from this place 'i and if this 
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has failed to excite your gratitude, has he 
not carried some among you into the 
chamber of death, and there, amidst the 
perishing and decay of all that was mortal 
in those you loved, taught you one of the 
hardest lessons he has ever taught hu- 
manity; to cease from man, and to rest 
all your hopes and all your aflfections 
upon God, as revealed to you in the Son 
of his love, the Lord Jesus Christ 1 And 
has he not shown you that that, and that 
alone, can give such peace in death, such 
hope beyond the grave, as can enable the 
accepted soul to long for the hour when 
it shall flee away and be at rest? Still 
fiirther, has he not brought many of us 
through wearisome or dangerous sickness, 
taking us aside for a little while from the 
active duties of life, to show us that there 
are even higher things than them ; that 
the close and intimate communion, the 
heartfelt love, the ardent gratitude, which 
are seldom experienced in times of health, 
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are among the blessed accompaniments 
of the Lord's chastening in times of sick- 
ness, when sanctified by his Spirit to the 
hearts of his children 1 And are not all 
these things, — and how vastly might they 
be multiplied, — are they not all amidst the 
diggings, and the prunings, and the 
dressings of the vineyard in which the 
Lord has planted us] and from which 
none have been excluded. 

Judge, then, between the Lord and 
yourselves. What could have been done 
more for you that he has not done X And 
what are your returns ? Let each man, 
each woman, each child among us answer 
the question. I desire not to judge an 
individual among you, to his own Master 
each must stand or fall ; but as regards 
myself, I scruple not to say that when I 
cast all that God has done for me into the 
one scale, and the poor, the miserable re- 
turn which I am making, which I have 
ever made, or can ever make, into the 
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other, it is as the light dust upon the 
balance, and the only feeling it excites is 
that of the patriarch Job, " Verily, I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and 
ashes/' 

Brethren, does your own experience 
differ from this 1 Are you better satisfied 
with your returns to God 1 I believe not. 
I believe that the experience of one is in 
this respect the experience of all, and 
that there is not a reflecting person in 
this house to-day, whose heart does not 
condemn him for ingratitude, for indiffer- 
ence, for wretched heartless disobedience 
to the God of all his mercies. And, 
brethren, if it be so, remember the words 
of inspiration, " If our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our hearts 
and knoweth all things." Our hearts 
condemn us because our returns of 
gratitude and obedience to God are so 
palpably imperfect and inadequate, that 
even these corrupt and partial judges, 
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cannot resist such open and undeniable 
testimony, but are compelled to con- 
demn us; then what must be the ver- 
dict of God, who knows what our hearts 
can never know, the full extent, the deep 
recesses, the dark and guilty well-spring 
of our sins, all that we are ashamed to 
probe, ashamed to look into, ashamed to 
acknowledge even to ourselves ! His 
verdict, if there were no restraining arm, 
could only be, " Cut it down, why cum- 
bereth it the ground?" But blessed be 
God, there is a restraining arm, even his, 
who said, " I looked, and there was none 
to help, and I wondered that there was 
none to uphold ; therefore mine own arm 
brought salvation." His arm it is which 
alone holds back the thunders of the 
Divine vengeance, and gives to you, to 
me, and to each yet a little more time, 
and it may be but a little, in which to 
prove the reality of our professions, to 
glorify God by bringing forth much fruit, 
to make our calling and election sure, 
c 2 
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Pray, then,* beloved brethren, earnestly 
and faithfully, that your labour be not in 
vain in the Lord. Remember, that " to 
whom much is given, from him shall 
much be required." 



SERMON II. 
THE CHRISTIAN'S JOURNEY. 



NuHBEBS X. 29 (part). 

•* WE ABE JOURNEYING UNTO THE PLACE OF WHICH 
THE LORD SAID, I WILL GIVE IT YOU; COME THOU 
WITH US, AND WE WILL DO THEE GOOD/* 

These words were addressed by Moses 
to Hobab, his father-in-law, in the wil- 
derness of Paran, when the Israelites, 
whom Moses commanded, were on their 
march to the promised land. They had, 
it is true, many miles of barren and 
wearisome country to pass over, and 
many years of toil and labour to wait, 
but Canaan was before them, and Moses, 
who trusted implicitly in the promises of 
God, doubted not that in His good time 
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they Tvould infallibly arrive there. It 
was this full and complete reliance 
upon God which could alone suggest 
the invitation of the text; this convic- 
tion of the superiority of the future 
to the present, — this firm belief, that 
when the perils of their journey should 
end, and their toils finish and be for- 
gotten, there was a home preparing for 
them amidst the riches of Canaan, in 
the comforts and happiness of which the 
temporary evils of the way would be no 
more remembered. 

The words, therefore, were most na- 
tural in the mouth of Moses, and the 
invitation to his father-in-law precisely 
what we should expect from one deeply 
interested in his temporal happiness ; he 
was anxious that those he loved should 
partake with him of the anticipated ad- 
vantages, and therefore he exhorted them 
to come with him, that he might do them 
good. 

This also, my brethren, is precisely the 
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feeling of all your Christian ministers. 
We are conscious that we are addressing 
those, who, although at present, like 
ourselves, pilgrims and sojourners upon 
earth, are also heirs of immortality, and 
our earnest and heartfelt desire is, not 
that we may merely engage your atten- 
tion during the passing hour, hut that 
we may " do you good:" and this is the 
inquiry we would have you make at 
the close of every discourse, — not. Am I 
pleased ? not, Am I interested ? hut, Has 
it done me goodi We feel for you, as 
Moses felt for his relatives, that if you 
remain wandering through life's wilder- 
ness, ignorant of the track of the people 
of God, unacquainted with, and practi- 
cally disunited to, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
their leader and their Saviour, you can- 
not hope for an entrance into the hea- 
venly Canaan ; and therefore we say, not 
merely generally, but individually, to the 
richest and the poorest, making no dis- 
tinction, and feeling none, " Come thou 
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with us," be instructed in the same life- 
giving doctrines, united to the same Sa- 
viour, striving to live in all holy obe- 
dience to the same God, and preparing 
for the same heaven. 

In furtherance of this most important 
consideration, my endeavour shall be, 
while speaking of the words before us, 
not to dwell upon the history of Moses, 
or the travels of the Israelites, or the 
delights of Canaan, but to give them a 
more spiritual, and at the same time a 
more practical application. 

"We are journeying," is the com- 
mencement of my text. 

How does this short and emphatic 
sentence, — how do these three little 
words, strike at the root of all our deep- 
laid plans, all our distant prospects, all 
our schemes of happiness, which have 
only this world for their place, and its 
duration for their limits. " Go to now, 
ye that say, To-day or to-morrow we 
will go into such a city, and continue 
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there a year, and buy, and sell, and get 
gain; whereas ye know not what shall 
be on the morrow. For what is your 
life ? it is even a vapour, that appeareth 
for a little time, and then vanisheth 
away." 

We are not here for ever ; we are not 
even for one moment stationary ; no, we 
are merely journeying. Every day is car- 
rying us onward in our path, every hour 
bringing us nearer to our journey's end. 

If, then, this be true, surely it is worth 
an inquiry. How do wise and prudent men, 
when upon a journey of deep interest, 
usually conduct themselves 7 Are their 
thoughts fixed the more deeply on the 
beauties of the road they are travelling, 
or on the point to which it leads ? Do 
they take any interest in the places 
through which they pass, at all to be 
compared to that with which they view 
the object of their journey? Do they 
linger foolishly and idly upon the way, 
like children loitering upon every sunny 
c 3 
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bank, and pleased with every summer 
flower, — or do they hasten forward, as 
if nothing were performed until all be 
finished, and their home is reached ? In 
a journey of mere worldly interest, it re- 
quires but little prudence and little re- 
solution how to act : let me then apply 
these inquiries to you as Christian tra- 
vellers of the great journey of Ufe. Do 
you, by your practice, acknowledge that 
you have no abiding city here? that, 
however fascinating and delightful this 
world may make itself, that it is not 
your rest: that it is the wilderness 
through which your pilgrimage is or- 
dered, not the Canaan to which it is to 
lead. Do you look with the same contempt 
upon those follies and pleasures of earth 
which would abstract your soul from its 
high and heavenly calhng, as the full- 
grown man views with indifference the 
fading flowers, whose beauties lure the in- 
fant from his path, and waste the hours of 
childhood in sweet, but unprofitable idle- 
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nesst Have you learnt to think, even of the 
more important business, and the closest 
and dearest relationships of life, as things 
in which you have at best but a very short 
and uncertain interest's and of which, 
however firm your grasp, a little time, 
and it shall be for ever loosened. If this 
be, indeed, the light in which you view 
the enjoyments of our short and transi- 
tory existence; if you are using the 
world, as not abusing it; and like the 
faithful servant, with your lamp trimmed, 
and your loins girded, watching like one 
who is waiting for his Lord, then the 
Word of God has not been preached to 
you in vain ; one, at least, of its most 
difficult objects has been attained; it 
has taught you the less than littleness 
of all this world can offer ; it has in- 
duced you, with the apostle, to "seek 
another country, even an heavenly one," 
and has enabled you to say with him, 
" To me to live is Christ, but to die is 
gain." 
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I trust there are some among you, my 
brethren, with whom by the grace of 
God this is the fact, who can agree with 
the prophet in the text, in saying, not 
only, " We are journeying," but (with 
an unshaken reliance upon your Ke- 
deemer) can proceed with the sentence, 
and exclaim, " We are journeying to the 
place of which the Lord said, I will give 
it you." 

Here is the great distinguishing pecu- 
liarity of the true Christian, — his present 
state is not a state of doubt and of 
anxiety, his future state is not one of 
fear and of uncertainty; the place to 
which he is journeying is one which God 
hath already given him, because his 
promises are never broken, and He 
has declared, that "He that believeth 
on the Son of God, hath everlasting 
life." 

May it not then be beneficial to us to 
inquire for a few moments, what is the 
nature of that place to which the true 
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believer is so surely travelling 1 Our pre- 
sent capacities are too finite to be able 
to comprehend any particular description 
of infinite happiness and delight, and 
therefore the inspired writers have been 
contented to leave us only general ac- 
counts of a joy which shall never dimi- 
nish, and of a peace which never shall 
be broken. 

There are, however, three particulars, 
of which the manifest revelations in the 
Word of God will not permit us to doubt, 
as tending to form that infinity of happi- 
ness which dwells at God's right hand ; 
and it is well, from time to time, to 
set them distinctly and steadily before 
us, that we, who have this good hope, 
may learn more highly to appreciate it ; 
and that they, who, alas ! possess it not, 
may know that there is something which 
they have never sought, but which far 
surpasses all that the brightest dream of 
earth has ever pictured. 

The three great peculiarities of "the 
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place, of which the Lord hath said, I 
will give it you," then, are these : — 

I. A perfect cessation from labour and 
sorrow. 

II. An entire freedom from sin and 
temptation. ^ 

III. A continual abiding in the more 
immediate presence of our Creator and 
Redeemer. 

To you whose lot here below is cast 
among the affluent and the happy, whose 
days are too short for the enjoyments of 
time and sense, which are continually 
presenting themselves, I can readily be- 
lieve that the first of these blessed attri- 
butes of our promised rest, a cessation 
from labour and sorrow, offers but few 
attractions. You know not by experi- 
ence the denials of poverty, and the 
fiitigues of labour; neither have you 
tasted deeply of misery and sorrow. To 
you it almost sounds like an interesting 
fiction, one of those offsprings of the 
imagination with which you wile away 
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a vacant hour, to hear of hard and harass- 
ing labour through the livelong day, 
and the return at night to the scanty 
pittance of the poor man's home ; to wit- 
ness the distressing illness of the objects 
of his affection, while unable to procure 
for them those additional comforts which 
pain or languor render necessary ; to bear 
the united pangs of poverty and sickness, 
and drain the cup of mortal misery to its 
very dregs. You are practically ignorant 
of these things, and you can hardly appre- 
ciate, therefore, at all to the same extent, 
the blessedness of their removal, the rich 
consolations of the promises, they ^' shall 
rest from their labours, they shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more, for the 
Lamb that is in the midst of the throne 
shall feed them, and shall lead them unto 
living fountains of water, and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

Well might our Saviour so emphati- 
cally say, " To the poor the Gospel is 
preached." Yes, many are the blessings 
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which its gentle hand extends, which, 
while the great and noble, in unbending 
haughtiness, coldly turn aside from, and 
the affluent and the happy, with a gay 
and careless indifference, dash from their 
Ups, the poor and afflicted welcome with 
warmth and gratitude to their bosoms; 
sweetening their severest labours with the 
promises, and gilding the darkest hour of 
temporal affliction with the bright and 
glorious anticipations of that " rest which 
remaineth for the people of God." 

Again, in the place which God has 
given us, we look for an entire freedom 
from sin and temptation. This is a bless- 
ing from which no class, no individual is 
excluded. All whose hearts are taught 
by the Spirit of God, will long for a 
portion here. You who are humbly 
striving to fulfil the law of God, whose 
fervent prayer it is to be made like 
unto your Redeemer, to be " perfect even 
as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect," whatever be your station, can 
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experience the heartfelt comfort which 
this consideration imparts. You are now 
beset on every side by numberless temp- 
tations, the enemy of your soids is con- 
tinually on the watch " seeking whom he 
may devour," your own corrupt hearts 
are as constantly assisting his dreadful 
endeavours, not a day passes over you but 
fresh sins of omission and of commission 
are adding to the already deeply laden 
account : much of your conduct is, in the 
sight of God, absolutely guilty, all is 
imperfect: even your holiest employ- 
ments, even your attendance at this 
house, your very prayers and praises 
themselves are not without alloy. There 
are (even among ourselves here) wander- 
ing eyes and absent thoughts, and lips 
that have been uttering unmeaning peti- 
tions, and evident marks (from which 
none of us are free) of flagging attention, 
or of drowsy indiflference. Now, all these 
things are swelling the great account, are 
being added to those books which the 
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Prophet Daniel assures us shall one day 
be opened against us. Surely, then, the 
belief that, in the place to which we are 
journeying, sin shall be unknown, and 
temptation never heard of, forms one of 
our brightest anticipations. St. Paul de- 
scribes that land, as the assembly of " the 
spirits of just men made perfect ;" not the 
perfection of a moment, or of a year, but 
of eternity. Nothing that defiles shall 
ever enter, no forther trial shall be re- 
quired, no further struggle needed; for 
the Almighty has expressly declared, 
" Thy people shall be all righteous ; they 
shall inherit the land for ever." 

What is there, then, upon which the 
Christian can meditate with a purer de- 
light than this reflection, that however, 
while on earth, he may be distressed by 
the consciousness of sin, by the fear of 
falling into temptation, by the dread of 
offending God ; in heaven all these will 
be impossible, and age after age will pass 
away without one temptation to seduce 
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him from his happiness, or one sin to 
stain the purity of those garments which 
have been washed for ever white in the 
blood of the Lamb ? 

The last particularity of that place 
which God has given us, to which I have 
aUuded, is, the continual abiding in the 
immediate presence of our Creator and 
Redeemer. 

If you have ever experienced the hap- 
piness of a real intercourse with God in 
prayer, even with all its necessary imper- 
fections; if you have ever, like the dis- 
ciples, felt your hearts bum within you 
while hearing, or meditating upon, His 
holy word ; if you have known what it is 
to have your affections elevated, and your 
feelings warmed and subdued with holy 
joy, while drawing near to your Re- 
deemer in His own ordinance, and par- 
taking of the blessed memorials of His 
body and blood, then may you form some 
faint idea of the happiness of conversing 
with Him face to face; of hearing His 



44 THE CHRISTIANAS JOURNEY. 

own voice assure you that all fears of 
failure are at an end, all dangers over ; 
that you are for ever, ever blessed; of • 
drinking with him of the fruit of the 
vine, in the kingdom of his Father. 

If time would admit, how largely might 
we expatiate upon this, and all its at- 
tendant blessedness, the perfect commu- 
nion of saints, the company of the Church 
of the firsfr-bom, the joyful re-unions of 
children and parents, brothers and sisters, 
husbands and wives. But we must pass 
on to the more practical portion which 
remains, and endeavour to win your com- 
pliance with the invitation of the text, 
*' Come thou with us, and we will do thee 
good." 

If such be the joys of that heavenly 
inheritance. Oh, how anxiously would I 
strive to win your compliance with the 
invitation of the text, "Come thou with 
us, and we will do thee good." 

Now, brethren, is it not strange, that 
of such joys as these it should be neces- 
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sary to solicit your acceptance? that it 
should be needful continually and ear- 
nestly to entreat your compliance with 
the gracious invitation, and not only to 
point the road, with which, indeed, you 
are already well acquainted, but to re- 
iterate the injunction^ that you should 
walk in it ? What would be your opinion 
of the sanity of a person, heir to some 
vast, but far-distant property, who should 
upon a given day in every week, go and 
inquire the road which would lead him to 
it, and as often as this day returned, hear 
attentively the most pressing solicitations 
to set forward on his journey, examine 
careftJly the maps, have the way laid 
down for him, a guide offered him, every 
aid held out to him, listen to and applaud 
all that was told him, and then rise the 
following morning with an utter indiffer- 
ence to what he had heard the day be- 
fore, wait quietly, having banished the 
subject from his mind for another week, 
until this day revolved again, then again 
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how far have you walked upon it ? The 
present twelvemonth opened upon many 
younger and healthier than you, with 
prospects as flourishing, and hopes as 
fair; half of it has not yet passed, and 
yet in how many cases has their journey 
already ended, their sun already set ! Of 
what unutterable import is it now to 
them, on which road they were travelling! 
who can aver that, before the remaining 
half of this same year be over, the same 
solemn reason may not apply to yourself? 
Who can declare that you shall not, be- 
fore that period, have been called to give 
account of your stewardship, and to be no 
longer steward 1 

I would put, then, with confidence, the 
question to you, merely as intellectual 
beings, without any reference to higher 
feelings, can religion be that secondary 
thing which we are so apt to make it? 
Can the eternal destiny of an immortal 
spirit, capable of the highest extremes of 
joy or misery, be a subject to be merely 
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taken up on the Sabbath mom, to be 
laid down on the Sabbath eve ? 

Surely, if the way of salvation by Christ 
Jesus, as revealed to us in the word of 
God, be at aU deserving of the attention of 
beings like ourselves, it is deserving of our 
every thought, and prayer, and affection, 
and exertion ; if the welfare of our souls 
be worth a moments consideration, it is 
worthy to obtain the undivided empire of 
our hearts. 

It was admirably said, by one of the 
most talented and devoted ministers of 
our Church, the late Mr. Howels, that 
" of all the little and contemptible things, 
in this little and contemptible world, a 
little religion is the most contemptible." 
And so it is, where we are content to rest 
in that little, to seek no more, to advance 
no further. If you would come with us, 
you must bring with you all your soul, 
and mind, and heart, and strength ; you 
must resolve, by God's help, to give up 
every habit, and practice, and pleasure, 
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and friend, who stands between you and 
God, between you and Christ, between 
you and heaven. You must make re- 
ligion the first great object of your life ; 
every action must be weighed by the 
Word of God ; every motive tried by the 
example of Christ ; every thought directed 
and purified by the sanctifying influence 
of the Holy Spirit. This is what you 
must in earnest resolve to seek after. I 
am not describing what I, or any other 
Christian, have absolutely obtained, but 
this is the mark of our high calling, at 
which you, and I, and all, must, in God's 
strength, and by God's grace, be con- 
tinually aiming. 

No longer halt, then, between two 
opinions; no longer be content to serve 
two masters. If the world be God, follow 
him: but "If the Lord be God, then 
follow Him." Say, with Joshua, how- 
ever others may act, " As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord ;" and may 
you have strength to unite yourself in- 
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dissolubly to those who are journeying to 
the land which God shall give them, yea, 
blessed be God, which He hath already 
given them, and to say to all such, in the 
language of the pious Ruth, " Entreat me 
not to leave thee, nor to return from 
following after thee, for whither thou 
goest, I will go ; and where thou lodgest, 
I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God, my God : as thou 
diest, I will die ; the Lord do so to me 
and more also if aught but death part 
thee and me." 
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SERMON III. 
THE AWFUL WARNING. 



Amos iv. 12. 
- prepare to meet thy god." 

There are few injunctions of holy writ 
that find their way more immediately to 
the hearts of those who hear them, than 
the words of the text, which to the ge- 
nerality of mankind are fearful words. 
While they speak universally to the 
whole earth and to the whole mass of 
its inhabitants, they speak also indivi- 
dually, and address every man, every 
woman, and every child, as if they were 
spoken to each, and to each alone. 

May the Holy Spirit of God shed His 
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sanctifying influence upon us this morn-, 
ing, while we endeavour to offer a few 
plain observations upon them ; and may* 
He, who possesses the residue of the! 
Spirit, bring home to all our hearts the 
unspeakable necessity of listening to 
their solemn warning, and bestow upon' 
us the inclination to receive it, and the 
power and the resolution speedily and 
determinately to fulfil its obligations. 

We have commenced by saying, that 
to the generality of mankind, the words 
of the text are fearful words. Let us 
then inquire, Whence is it that they are 
so ? It is not naturally a fearful commu- 
nication. There is nothing fearful in the 
abstract idea of meeting a perfectly good 
and merciful and tenderly compassionate 
Being, such as we know the great Jeho- 
vah most assuredly to be. Why, then, 
does the communication of the text sound 
heavily in our ears and press painfully 
upon our hearts ? Let the prophet Isaiah 
answer the inquiry, — ''Your iniquities 
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have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid His face 
from you." This is the reason why the 
warning is to every one among us, who 
has not been brought nigh by the blood 
of the cross, an awful warning. Our sins 
have separated, and, alas! do separate 
between us and our God. It is possible 
that we may not live in gross and open 
sin, — that we may not, God forbid that 
we should, have cast in our lot with the 
infidel, the blasphemer, the profane,—^ 
still the declaration of the prophet is the 
plain unvarnished truth, — our sins, a cor- 
rupt nature, a wayward will, a worldly 
and selfish heart, have placed us at a 
distance from God. We cannot honestly 
and conscientiously say that we love Him, 
or even desire to love Him. We live, too 
many of us, as if we had struck into the 
earth an everlasting root, which could 
neither be removed nor shaken; as if 
God had no claim upon our hearts, no 
right to our services, but that the end of 
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our existence would be fully answered if 
we could lead an easy pleasurable life on 
earth, doing no injury to our fellow-crea- 
tures, and vegetating here in harmless 
self-indulgence, until God, in His mercy, 
should remove us into some place of 
higher pleasures and more refined en- 
joyments. We, therefore, do not hesi- 
tate, as the ministers of God, to address 
all classes and all individuals, and ask in 
the language of the prophet. Are you 
prepared to meet Godl Perhaps you are 
young, and calculate upon many years of 
worldly enjoyment, and hope, at the close 
of them, to be inclined to obey the in- 
junction of the text ; but for the present 
so many interesting, so many agreeable 
pursuits lie before you, that you have 
neither time nor inclination to prepare 
for that, which, although a certain, you 
fondly believe is also a far distant event. 
Life is just opening upon you, you have, 
perhaps, but lately been freed from the 
trammels of education, or you have re- 
cently become a wife, or a mother, and it 
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is hardly to be expected that you should 
take so deep an interest in things of such 
solemn import now. Youth has always 
been considered as a privileged season 
of life and great allowances . must be 
made for it. 

My younger brethren, we acknowledge 
it, youth is a privileged season, great 
allowances ought to be made for it; 
we would not willingly curtail one of 
its cheerful and happy hours, or deprive 
it of one of its innocent delights. Far 
from it; one of the most cheering sights 
on earth is to witness the simple plea- 
sures of the young, and to partake of 
their enjoyments. But believe me, for- 
getfulness of God is not among the pri- 
vileges of childhood, nor a neglect of the 
duties of religion among the allowable 
enjoyments of youth. Youth is a privi- 
leged season from very different causes 
to this. It is privileged in being the 
time when the feelings are warmer, and 
the heart more gentle, and the affections 
more easily interested, and when a hackr 
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neyed course of profligacy and sin has not 
hardened it against the offers of a Sa- 
viour's love ; youth is a privileged season, 
in heing the time to which the most gra- 
cious promises are attached, — for God him- 
self has said, ** Those that seek me early 
shall find me." Surely, this is a privilege 
well worthy of your most affectionate 
gratitude and most earnest attention. 
What would thousands at this moment 
give, could they but recall the feelings, 
and once more command the season, 
which you are, perhaps, thoughtlessly 
and lavishly throwing away. We say, 
therefore, to the youth of both sexes, 
Are you enjoying your peculiar privi- 
leges? Not, Do you enter into the 
foUies of life more keenly than thosei' 
around you, but do you love your Re- 
deemer with a strength and tenderness 
proportioned to your years ; are you en- 
gaged in His service with the zeal na- 
tural to you, which time may have chilled 
in others, but which, if you do not pos* 
D 3 
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sess, you are without excuse; in short, 
are you, according to your time and your 
experience, endeavouring to meet God? 
The most elaborate education, the most 
elegant accomplishments, the most orna- 
mental acquirements, — nay, the most 
amiable and attaching qualifications of 
the heart, may have done nothing towards 
this great end. You may be eminently 
prepared to fill with honour and credit 
your station in society; you may be 
prepared to afford pleasure to all with 
whom you associate, you may be pre- 
pared to love and be loved by the esti- 
mable and affectionate of the class in which 
you move ; but if this be all to which 
you have devoted yourself, you have 
wofiilly neglected the unspeakable pri- 
'vileges of your age ; you have not sought 
the friendship of the only friend who will 
one day be able to help you ; you are 
not preparing for the presence of the only 
being, your meeting with whom is cer- 
tain, inevitable, and for ever. The God 
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who made you desires something more 
than a formal worship and a cold obe- 
dience. He has kindly and mercifully 
said, '* My son, give me thy heart," and 
nothing short of this will satisfy Him. 
Now, I ask you plainly and distinctly, 
whether this has ever been your object, 
or your endeavour. Is not man the per- 
son whom you have sought to please, and 
earth the place in which you have striven 
to shine 1 while honour, wealth, or plea- 
sure has been the object of your search ; 
and verily, as our Lord says, '* you will 
receive your consolation," — your talents 
may make you respected, your acquire^ 
ments may make you admired, your in- 
dustry may make you rich, your amiability 
may make you beloved; but the solemn 
question is. Which of these have you 
cultivated for God 1 which of them form 
a portion in the great work of prepara- 
tion for that hour, when you will stand 
alone in His awful presence, and give 
account of things done in the body, whe- 
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ther they be good or bad? I do not 
wish to exaggerate ; but I put it to your 
own consideration, as persons of sense 
and reflection, Can you expect God to 
be thus satisfied? Can you think that 
these, and these alone, were the objects 
for which you were sent into this tran- 
sitory, but probation state ? What have 
you been employed in seeking? what 
have you obtained that you can carry 
into eternity with you? Alas! of all 
these things which perish in the using, 
the Word of God has said, " We brought 
nothing into the world with us, and we 
can carry nothing out." "The Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away," 
and they are in His sight as though 
they had never been. When the solemn 
hour shall arrive in which you will be 
committed to your kindred clay, your ac- 
quirements, honours, riches, — aye, even 
your virtues, if they are the mere virtues 
of the natural man, and not the graces 
of the Spirit, the fruits of faith, may live 



THE AWFUL WARNING. 61 

in the memory of your friends, but not 
one will accompany you into the presence 
of your God. O ! my younger, brethren, 
seek, I beseech you, something that shall 
outlive the present poor and transitory 
scene ; something that you can carry 
with you into the realms of everlasting 
day. Seek, through the influence of the 
Holy Spirit, that change of heart which 
God has promised ; that new and contrite 
heart which is His own gift, without 
which you can neither love, nor serve, 
nor honour your Creator and Redeemer ; 
seek earnestly and faithfully that righte- 
ousness, even the perfect righteousness of 
Christ, without which it is absolutely im- 
possible that you should ever be prepared 
to meet a perfect God. 

But shall I confine myself in thus 
raising a warning voice only to the 
young ? Have you, whose maturer age and 
more sobered judgment, and far greater 
opportunities, lead us to expect better 
things from you, have you, indeed, learnt 
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wisdom, the true wisdom, even the know- 
ledge of Him whom to know is life eter- 
nal? You may have, perhaps, passed a 
life unchequered by many misfortunes, 
unsullied by dishonest or dishonourable 
actions, you may by your uprightness and 
•industry have raised yourself from po- 
verty to affluence, and from inconsiderable 
stations to honour and respect ; you may 
be the joy and pride of your respective 
families, — but you have, perhaps, been 
no cause of joy to the angels of heaven, 
who, we are told, rejoice not over the 
success of the worldly man, or even over 
the virtues of the merely moral man, but, 
so the Word of God assures us, " over 
the one sinner that repenteth." You 
may not yet have learnt, practically 
learnt, that you are really a sinner 
needing repentance, and, therefore, there 
have been no deep and heartfelt feelings 
of contrition. You may have never felt 
the plague of your own corrupt heart, 
and, therefore, never earnestly petitioned 
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for its removal; may have never felt your- 
self spiritually sick, and therefore never 
sought the Heavenly Physician, who for you 
has hied and suffered hut in vain, for you 
have never yet heen earnest in ohtaining 
an interest in the atonement of the Lord 
Jesus Christ — His blood to cleanse you • 
from your sins, His merits to justify you 
before God, His Spirit to renew and 
sanctify you, and the consequence is, that 
you are not yet prepared to meet God. 
Were the choice at this moment offered 
you between earth and heaven, you would 
prefer, infinitely prefer, an eternal portion 
here, with riches and health for ever at 
your command, to the most exalted por- 
tion amidst the joys at God's right hand. 
Instead of daily loosening your affections 
from things below, every year that passes 
over you adds to your attachment to 
them, even while it diminishes their 
charms. 

There is a greater eagerness to live, a 
faster and more desperate clinging to the 
things of time and sense, as they are 
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gliding from your hold. You grasp, as 
with a dying hand, these things which 
cannot save, and you will require at last 
to be dragged into the presence of your 
God with all the anxieties, and troubles, 
and follies, and pleasures of earth cleaving 
to your soul. Believe me, brethren, it 
will be a fearful thing to meet God thus, 
to think seriously of Him for the first 
time on the bed of death, when pain and 
infirmities have deadened our apprehen- 
sions and impaired our powers; to feel 
that yet a few short hours, and we must 
meet a God whom we have never known, 
a Saviour whom we have never loved, a 
Holy Spirit whom we have never sought, 
whose inspired word we have never en- 
deavoured to fulfil; and this reflection 
embittered by the thought that, if our 
life had been the spiritual life of the 
Christian, that life which is hid with 
Christ in God, we might, instead of 
meeting a stranger and a judge, have 
now been about to meet a Saviour and a 
friend. Brethren, how earnestly would I 
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strive while speaking, as dying, unto 
dying men, to impress these great truths 
upon your hearts; how affectionately 
would I intreat you not to delay, not 
to procrastinate the consideration of them. 
The great event to which they refer, may 
shortly pass on some among us, must 
eventually pass on all. If you are not 
prepared for it, let this very hour begin 
your preparation ; before you leave this 
house resolve, in the strength of the 
Lord, that you will accept the offers 
which God so bountifully makes you, 
that you will acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Redeemer, that you 
wiU, at his command, give up the most 
attracting of your pleasures, the most 
besetting of your sins, and the most en- 
grossing of your occupations, if they are 
really alienating your hearts from Him, 
and impediog your progress to His hea- 
venly kingdom; and that, in the deepest 
penitence, you will endeavour to meet God 
now, as reconciled to you in the Son of Hig 
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love, where you will find Him all tender- 
ness, and compassion, and forgiveness, 
receiving, in the arms of His mercy, 
every repentant sinner who seeks Him 
there. 

It requires no very intimate knowledge 
of human nature to feel assured that in 
every congregation there must be some 
who greatly need the warnings we have 
endeavoured to impress. But may we not 
feel equally assured that there are many, 
many we trust, both old and young, who 
have already entered upon the great work 
of preparation, and, being now reconciled 
to God by Christ Jesus our Lord, are 
fighting the good fight of faith, running 
the good race, and prayerfully, and faith- 
fully, and consistently, traversing the 
strait and narrow way, until He comes. 
You, Christian brethren, will feel it to 
be a most affecting consideration that the 
salvation, even of the righteous, is of the 
Lord, that to all of us there has been a 
time when we were not prepared to meet 



THE AWFUL WARNING. 67 

God ; for has there not, before we were 
brought to God by Jesus Christ, been to 
every one among us a day, a night, an 
hour, an act, in which, if God had cut us 
oflP, we should have called upon the 
mountains to cover us, and the hills to 
hide us from His face, rather than have 
met Him with the guilt of unforgiven sin 
upon our souls? Why did He not cut 
us off at such an hour as that, when we 
were violating His laws, and acting in 
open contempt of His commandments'! 
Had we established a truce with death 
that he should suspend his blow until we 
had concluded the sin upon which we had 
entered? Had we any claim upon the 
forbearance and long-suffering of God, 
that when many were taken, we should 
be left? that when some, perhaps the 
sinful companions of our pleasures, not 
more thoughtless, not more guilty than 
ourselves, were hurried into eternity with- 
out the warning of one little hour, we 
should be stopped in mid career, and 
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made the subject of the sovereign par* 
doning grace of God. No, surely we have 
reason from our hearts to exclaim with 
the Psalmist, *'It is of the Lord's mer- 
cies that I am not consumed. Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who healeth all thy diseases, and 
redeemeth thy life from destruction." 

But, while we call you to gratitude, we 
would endeavour also to excite you to a 
constant advancement in the ways of 
holiness. With a true Christian, the work 
of preparation is never stationary ; having 
put on the righteousness of Christ, to 
which alone you are looking for your 
acquittal before God, your heart will be 
for ever going forth in ofl&ces of Christian, 
love and holy obedience, a love becoming 
daily more fervent, an obedience daily 
more devoted and entire; your commu- 
nion with the Almighty daily becoming 
closer and more spiritual, that by the 
holiness and frequency of the meetings 
between God and your soul, that intimate 
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knowledge may be established, which 
constantly exercised in the courts of our 
God on earth, shall prepare you to enjoy 
the perfect services of the courts above. 
It was the striking observation of a holy 
man of a former age to his surrounding 
friends, when his death was rapidly ap- 
proaching, " For fifty years I have led 
a life of continual preparation for this 
hour, every beam, every rafter, every 
stone in my house has vdtnessed my 
daily and intimate communion with the 
Lord God of my salvation." I trust the 
beams of your chambers can bear such 
a blessed testimony as this to the fre- 
quency and fervency of your intercourse 
with the Lord. The life of the Christian 
is called in the Word of God, a " hidden 
life." Their Redeemer is said to give 
them to eat of the " hidden manna." It 
is not a mere attendance upon the out- 
ward ordinances of God which can re- 
alize such expressions as these. There 
must be something more than this in the 
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Christian life ; there must be the spirit of 
fervent secret prayer, of close and inti- 
mate communion with heaven, of which 
the world knows not, or knowing, would 
perhaps ridicule and condemn; there 
must be moments when even the most 
interesting topics of time must be ex- 
cluded from the thoughts, and from the 
heart, and we must bring ourselves to 
think of God in Christ, and to commune 
with Him, as a man thinketh of and 
communeth with some dear and distant 
friend. Some may consider this as en- 
thusiasm, alas ! it is a sad proof of the 
coldness of our spiritual affections that 
such a term should be by any so utterly 
misapplied. But of one thing I feel 
assured, that if an angel of God were 
this hour to summon us into the eternal 
presence, these are not the hours which, 
upon a backward look at our past lives, 
we should wish diminished : nay, I would 
go farther than this, I would say that, if 
there be any hours, if there be any mo- 
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ments, in that backward view, upon which 
we could look with comfort, they would 
be the hours so passed, the moments so 
spent with God within the veil; those 
little intervals which have been stolen 
from the business and pleasures of time, 
and have been dedicated to eternity. 

If this be true, and I believe neither 
your judgment nor your feelings will con- 
tradict me, be persuaded to increase those 
hours ; be entreated to be more often 
found at a throne of grace, enter more 
frequently into your chamber, and shut 
your door, and withdraw from the noise 
of an idle world, and commune with your 
heavenly Father in secret, and meditate 
on His revealed word, and become more 
acquainted with himself. The beams and 
rafters of our houses will, we fear, even 
at our best estate, have much to testify 
against us, they will have witnessed many 
idle and unprofitable words, many un- 
christian tempers, many unholy actions. 
. O let them also testify to many unques- 
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tionable evidences of our spiritual union 
to our Redeemer, to our outpouring of 
our souls, to many aspirations after a 
closer walk with God and Christ. Be 
assured that so living, the great truth 
advanced in the text wiU excite no ap- 
prehension in your hearts ; the day upon 
which you shall meet God must be a 
solemn day, but it will be one not of 
terror and dismay, but of unmingled 
happiness; you will behold the throne 
descend, but upon it will be seated that 
gracious Redeemer, whom, not having 
seen, you love; who has Himself "blotted 
out, as a thick cloud, your transgressions, 
and as a cloud your sins." You will see 
the innumerable company of attendant 
angels, but you will remember that they 
themselves rejoiced when you repented. 
You will, indeed, meet God, but you will 
meet Him with the language of praise 
upon your lips, and with overflowing 
feelings of gratitude in your heart; for 
even now you desire to make the words. 
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and the feelings of the Psalmist your 
own, " Whom have I in heaven but 
thee, and there is none upon earth that 
I desire in comparison of thee ; my heart 
and my flesh faileth, but thou art the 
strength of my heart and my portion for 
ever." With feelings such as these we 
would invite you this day to meet God, 
in the most holy and most solemn of His 
ordinances, at the table of our Lord, most 
sweet and blessed preparation for the 
everlasting table at which we trust ere 
long to be the welcome guests. If you 
are prepared to meet Christ in eternity, 
be assured that you are well prepared to 
meet Him here. The ordinance before 
us is the most important, most delightful, 
which it has pleased God ever to esta^ 
blish in His Church. Coming to it in 
penitence and faith, you vnll spiritually 
feed upon the body and blood of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and find in it pardon 
for your sins, consolation in your dis- 
tresses, strength and support for every 

VOL. III. E 
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hour of trial. And yet, O blessed thought 
to the true believer, saved by Divine 
grace ; it is the mere foretaste which pre- 
cedes the feast, the mere cluster which 
anticipates the vintage, the mere mo- 
mentary visit from the Master of the 
Feast, when He comes in to see the 
guests, preparatory to the hour when He 
shall sit down with them, and they with 
Him, at His own everlasting table, and 
in the many mansions of His Father's 
House for ever and for ever. 



SERMON IV. 
THE JOINT INVITATION. 



Betelation xxn. 16» 17. (part.) 

" I AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, AND 
THE BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR. AND THE SPIRIT 
AND THE BRIDE SAY, COME. AND LET HIM THAT 
HEARETH SAT, COME. AND LET HIM THAT IS ATHIRST 
COME. AND WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE THE 
WATER OF LIFE FREELY.** 

The titles and designations which the 
Word of God bestows upon that great 
and blessed Saviour whose nativity we 
this day commemorate, are to the true 
believer, among the most astonishing, the 
most edifying, and the most comforting, 
portions of Divine writ ; while, perhaps, 
throughout them all, there are none 
which more entirely merit this observa- 
E 2 
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tion than those contained in the words of 
the text. 

It is, therefore, my desire this morning, 
first, in pursuance of the intentions of 
our Church, to call you more particu- 
larly to the personal character of our 
blessed Redeemer, as set forth in the 
titles which He has himself here revealed 
to us as His own; and then, to offer and 
to apply to you the gracious invitation 
by which He has accompanied them. 
And may the Holy Spirit enable me 
faithfully to declare them to you, and 
dispose your souls, as well as my own, 
to receive the beams of that bright and 
morning star, which (as on this day) 
arose upon the darkened hearts of a 
benighted world ! 

Our Lord first declares in the words 
before us, that He is both the root and 
offspring of David. Does any one among 
you ask, How is it possible that the 
same person should be both the parent 
and the offspring; the root and the 
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branch? Jesse, the father of David, 
might have been fairly styled his root ; 
Solomon, or any other of his descendants, 
might have been denominated his branch 
— ^but where shall we discover the person 
who could at once predicate of himself 
that He was both the root and the 
branch? To this we answer, it has 
been undeniably fulfilled in the person 
of one individual, and but one, since 
the world began, viz., in the person of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He 
was the offspring of David, according to 
the flesh, both on the father's and 
mother's side. This was expressly foretold 
by Isaiah, when he said, "There shall come 
forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and 
a branch shall grow out of his roots," 
and this prediction is proved to have 
been fulfilled in our Lord, by the gene- 
alogies given by St. Matthew and 
St. Luke, who trace the family of Jesus 
on the side of both his parents up to 
David; the one Evangelist giving the 
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genealogy of Joseph, the reputed father, 
and the other of Mary, the real mother of 
our Lord, and proving that they were each 
lineally descended from that godly prince, 
and that therefore Christ was literally one 
of his branches. It remains, then, only 
to be shown that, as our Lord was thus 
incontestibly proved to be David's branch, 
He was also David's root. 

This is rendered equally clear by the 
assurance which the Scriptures have 
given us, that the child born, as on this 
day, was the Son of the Most High, "the 
mighty God," " Immanuel," even " God 
with us." Take away this leading doc- 
trine of our faith, and the words of the 
text become utterly unintelligible ; and 
by no other interpretation can they be 
explained to the satisfaction of any re- 
flecting reader of holy writ. It is, then, 
only by viewing Jesus as God, as well as 
man, the Creator of all things in his 
Divine nature, though Himself a creature 
in his human nature, that this difficulty 
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can be solved, that his own words can be 
explained, that he can be understood to 
be not only David's son but David's 
Lord; not only David's branch, but 
David's root. 

We proceed, then, to the third title 
under which our blessed Redeemer has 
manifested himself in the words of the 
text, ^'I am the bright and morning 
star." 

How peculiarly appropriate, how strik- 
ingly beautifiil is this appellation of our 
Lord. When the whole earth is covered 
with clouds and thick darkness, the morn- 
ing star arises in the heavens, sheds her 
first light, and ushers in the day. Other 
stars may arise in the darkness, but they 
give no promise of approaching day- 
break, and the traveller who pursues his 
journey through the dreary night, de- 
rives but little comfort from them, and 
feels but little gratitude; but when his 
eyes are blessed with the sight of " the 
bright and morning star," then he indeed 
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rejoices, then he knows that his wander- 
ing will soon be over, that his path will 
be made plain, that the shadows of dark- 
ness will speedily be withdrawn, and that 
the broad daylight and the cheerful sun- 
shine will soon bring with them guidance 
and comfort. 

I& there then a Christian here present 
who requires anything further to convince 
him that his Divine Lord and Master 
is indeed to him, " the bright and morn- 
ing star?" There are, I trust, many 
among you who feel the force and beauty 
of this description of our Lord, who will 
acknowledge not only that He deserves 
the appellation because by His first rising 
upon the earth he introduced to its be- 
nighted inhabitants the Gospel day, but 
also that He has now arisen as the day- 
star upon our hearts, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace. 

Until you experience this personal 
knowledge, and application of the in- 
carnation of the Son of God, to use the 
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words of St. John, " The light shineth 
in darkness, and the darkness compre- 
hendeth it not;" but when, by the re- 
newing influences of the Holy Spirit, 
this darkness is rolled away, when .the 
light is known and loved, the effects will 
soon become visible; sins which before 
were indulged in, will now be relin- 
quished and abhorred, duties which in 
the darkness were unseen and unthought 
o^ will now be clearly manifested ; new 
pleasures will be opened to the mind ; a 
new and far stronger and clearer view 
will be taken of the glorious character of 
Christ, of all you owe to Him, and of all 
you derive from Him, a new and far 
deeper feeling wiU be attached to those 
words of St. Paid, " I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord;" and the 
chief desire and wish of our souls will be, 
with the same apostle, '* to be found in 
Him, not having our own righteousness, 
which is of the law, but that which is 
£ 3 
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through the faith of Christ, the right- 
eousness which is of God, through 
faith." 

Let me, then, ask you, my brethren, 
has the view which you have hitherto 
taken of the incarnation of the Son of 
God been such a personal, such a soul- 
affecting, life-influencing, view of it as 
this ? Have you been led by the teach- 
ing of the Holy Spirit of God, to feel 
and to acknowledge that the event which 
we this day commemorate is to your own 
soul the most unspeakably important 
which has occurred since time began? 
that your every hope, for life, for death, 
and for eternity, centres and settles on 
that gracious Being who, for you and for 
your salvation, was born a weak and 
feeble child, who lived a suffering and 
despised man, and died a reputed male- 
factor. Have you diligently and prayer- 
fully sought Him as your only and all- 
sufficient Saviour, and bringing with you 
nothing but your sins, (for they are all 
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you can call your own,) are you con- 
tent to lay them down at the foot of 
His cross in true contrition and bro- 
kenness of heart, and to receive from 
Him that spirit of adoption which teaches 
you to know God as a Father, to be 
reconciled to Him in His beloved Son, 
and to go forth to the duties of life with 
His love shed abroad in your heart, a 
pardoned sinner, a ransomed rebel, an 
accepted child, to whom the Lord Jesus 
Christ has been made of God " wisdom, 
and righteousness, and sanctification, and 
redemption?" 

If there be any among you who, al- 
though placed in the midst of Gospel 
hght, have hitherto lived in darkness, 
would that this day, this blessed day, 
which has brought its treasure of incon- 
ceivable price into the hearts of thou- 
sands, might not depart without leaving 
a blessing upon your souls. Hear the 
encouraging words of that dear and gra- 
cious Saviour whom we now commemo- 
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rate, to every individual who is yet at a 
distance from Him ; " The Spirit and the 
Bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that 
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely." 

How urgent and how pressing are the 
words of this invitation ; they speak to 
all without reserve. 

" Preach the Gospel," said our Lord, 
"to every creature." **Come," say the 
Spirit and the Bride, to every soul. Here 
is no limit but that which you make 
yourselves ; the mercy of God will ex- 
clude none but those whose wilftd per- 
verseness, whose determined impenitence, 
whose obstinate unbelief, close the door 
of acceptance against their own souls. 

But let us look a little more minutely 
into the invitation before us. 

First, we learn from it, that the Spirit 
Himself condescends to invite us, and 
says, "Come." 

This is that Holy Spirit of God, who has 
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undertaken the ofl5ce of revealing Christ 
to men, and of bringing sinners to Him 
for the remission of their sins. 

On the day of Pentecost he descended 
visibly upon the apostles for this purpose, 
and subdued multitudes by His miracu- 
lous power to the obedience of faith, and 
largely imparted to them His extraor- 
dinary gifts. And at the present day, 
by the ordinary operations of His grace. 
He is for ever employed in bringing the 
ransomed people of the Lord home to 
Himself Thus is He still carrying on 
the portion assigned Him in the great 
work of redemption. He is still saying, 
" Come." In every chapter of the writ- 
ten word of God He speaks to you ; in 
the weekly and daily ministrations of His 
servants He pleads with you; by the 
convictions which He fastens on your 
minds and consciences He strives with 
you, powerfully and affectionately, and 
to every child of God, savingly and effec- 
tually. Keflect then. How often has 
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He thus said, " Come," when you have 
closed your ears to His voice? You 
have even felt, perhaps, that you have 
been resisting Him, v^hen He has, by 
the instrumentality of your consciences, 
pressed upon you the observance of some 
knovra duty, or endeavoured to keep you 
back from some acknowledged sin; you 
have, perhaps, scarcely been able to resist 
His solicitations, and yet you have re- 
sisted them, and in the words of Scrip- 
ture, you have deeply " grieved the Spirit 
of God." 

Judging by my own heart and my own 
experience, I fear we must acknowledge 
that this is the plain, though unpalatable 
truth ; that this divine teacher has day 
by day, and hour by hour, spoken to us, 
striven with us, pleaded with us, to come 
in repentance and faith, in singleness of 
heart and newness of life, to the only 
Saviour of our souls, — and yet, to many 
among us, spoken, pleaded, striven but 
in vain. 



THE JOINT INVITATION. 87 

Our Lord, however, assures us, in the 
words of the text, that it is not only 
" the Spirit," but " the Bride," who says, 
" Come." 

What then is meant in this passage 
by " the Bride?" " Comparing spiritual 
things with spiritual," according to the 
apostolical injunction, the Bride is clearly 
proved to be the Church of Christ. For 
we find, in the nineteenth chapter of the 
Bevelations, speaking of the Church, 
^' The marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and His wife hath made herself ready." 
Understanding, then, by the Bride the 
Church, who among us, blessed as we 
are, with so apostolical an institution as 
the Established Church of this country, 
who can say that to him the Bride has 
been silent? Who will deny that she 
has united her more feeble voice to that 
of the Spirit in His blessed invitation. 
She has spoken of the Lord Jesus Christ 
to the helpless infancy of every one 
among you at the waters of the font, and 
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suffered you to come as little children to 
His bosom; she has repeated her mes- 
sage and confirmed her privileges to you, 
according to apostolical example, at the 
laying on of hands; she has, perhaps, 
united you to a help meet for you, who 
gladdens your pilgrimage in time, and is 
with you preparing for the same eternity; 
and yet a little while and her solemn 
voice will again be heard, committing you 
to your kindred dust, and comforting your 
surviving relatives with the true consola- 
tion, — that, if you have partaken of all 
her ordinances in the same spirit in 
which she has pronounced them, — if you 
have lived Christians as she has preached 
Christ to you, she so commits you to the 
earth, in the sure and certain hope of that 
blessed immortality, and gives to God her 
hearty thanks that He has delivered you 
out of the miseries of this sinful world, 
and is thus filling up the number of His 
elect and hastening His kingdom. It is 
thus, that while the Spirit says '' Come," 
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and speaks in power and authority — for 
what He tells you to do, He alone can 
enable you to do, — the Bride, who cannot 
give the blessing for which she prays, 
urges in all her services the invitation with 
tenderness and affection, and reiterates 
the Spirit's words : in all her offices she 
points to Christ ; in all her prayers she 
depends on Him ; in all her praises she 
glorifies Him; in all the addresses of 
her ministers she blushes for them if they 
do not preach Jesus Christ and Him cru- 
cified; and she faithfully and pointedly 
contradicts by her services in the desk 
all that the unfaithful minister, if such 
there be, delivers in his discourses firom 
the pulpit. Let who will forget the 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Church never 
forgets Him ; while other Christian com- 
munities, who depend upon the ex- 
temporary effusions of their ministers, 
must almost necessarily run into error, 
if their ministers run into error, she 
calmly reverts to her Articles and her 
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prayers, and calls back their wandering 
hearts to the pure and written Word of 
God; and at those periods of her history, 
when the name of her Lord was so sel- 
dom heard from her pulpits, she remained 
unchanged as His faithful handmaid, and 
still preached in every prayer, and in 
every collect, and in every office, the ever- 
lasting Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. He is to her, God grant, 
my brethren, that He may so be to you 
and to myself, the Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and 
the last, — all her hope, her dependence, 
her glory. 

The Bride says, " Come," weary, wan- 
dering, and heavy laden sinner, come to 
my ordinances, come with the humbling 
feeling of your own unprofitableness, and 
see how great and glorious a Saviour the 
mercy of God has this day provided for 
you. Come, and hear the. wonderful 
story of His incarnation ; see how in 
pity for you, and for your sins. He left 
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the bosom of the Father; how for you 
He took upon Him our nature ; how for 
you and for your soul He was contented 
to be bom in the manger and to die upon 
the cross.. 

The Bride says, ** Come ;" humble, be- 
lieving penitent, worn down with a deep 
sense of past iniquities, anxious for par- 
don and acceptance ; you, who have found 
the paths of sin thickly strewed with the 
briars of disappointment and regret ; the 
pleasures of sin like the apples of Sodom, 
fair to the eye, but ashes and bitterness 
in the mouth. Come to a crucified, a 
risen Saviour, and prove the sincerity of 
His declaration,, who has said, ^^ Him that 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast 
out." 

The Bride, addressing another class of 
her people, again says, "Come,"faithful be- 
liever, sincere and consistent follower of 
Christ, — you, who have already come to the 
Saviour, come (on this happy day) to His 
own sacred and blessed ordinance, — to a 
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faint, but holy representation of the mar- 
riage supper of the Lamb, of which, 
through grace, you will one day be par- 
taker. Come, where you may in faith 
and love celebrate, with grateful and 
joyful heart, His wonderful incarnation. 
His astonishing death, His glorious re- 
surrection, — ^all that He has done for you 
and within you, all that He will be to 
you in time and in eternity. 

But our Lord is not content that the 
invitation should come to us even through 
the Spirit and the Bride alone. He adds, 
"Let him that heareth, say. Come." That 
is, let every one that feels the value of re- 
ligion in his own soul, strive to impart it 
to others. Religion has no selfish feeling ; 
it is full to overflowing with the social feel- 
ings of charity and love. If you have ever 
felt its peace and blessedness, and strong 
consolation in your own breast, you will be 
most earnest in fulfilling this injunction of 
the text," Let him that heareth, say. Come," 
and, therefore, in imparting these bless- 



THE JOINT INVITATION, 93 

ings to others, you will endeavour to 
convey to your families and domestics the 
blessing of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
to unite your feeble efforts to the voice of 
the Spirit and the Bride, in saying to all 
around you, "Come." There are none 
who have not a little circle of relatives 
and friends, in which, revolving like some 
minor luminary in their round of diurnal 
duties, they may shed the beams of that 
light which they have themselves received 
from the Sun of Righteousness, and thus 
freely impart to others what has been so 
freely bestowed upon themselves. 

But I must hasten to the concluding 
invitation of the text, " Let him that is 
athirst come." I trust that many in the 
house of God this day may be numbered 
among the class to which our Lord here 
alludes. You who thirst for more know- 
ledge of the Saviour, more devotedness 
to His wUl, more obedience to His com- 
mands, more conformity to His image, 
more communion with Himself, if there 
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be any soul thus seeking, thus longing, 
thus earnestly desiring a nearer access 
to His Lord, he shall not be sent empty 
away. Do you realise the experience of 
the Psalmist, "As the hart panteth for 
the water brooks, so panteth my soul 
after Thee, O God ?" Your thirst shall 
be quenched, your expectations gratified, 
your desires fulfilled. For, in coming to 
Jesus, you come to a shepherd full of 
power, full of mercy, ftdl of love ; to one 
who " passeth by your transgressions for 
His own sake, and will not remember 
your sins ;" to one who will do for you, 
for He has promised " abundantly above 
all that you are able to ask or think." 

But, my brethren, are there any among 
you who feel that you can scarcely ven- 
ture to range yourself in such a class as 
this, that you can hardly be said to thirst, 
so languid are your desires after holiness, 
so slow your progress towards Him who 
has so often and so affectionately invited 
you; who argue, ** If this be all the invi- 
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tation oflTered by our Lord, we certainly 
are not included, if He speak only to 
those who thirst, He addresses not Him- 
self to us. Then listen to the conclu- 
sion of the text, " Whosoever will, let 
him take of the water of life freely." Can 
you conceive an invitation more unfet- 
tered, more unbounded? Not a single 
soul throughout the universe of God's 
works, who is willing to receive the 
waters of life which flowed from Cal- 
vary, is prohibited by our benevolent 
Redeemer; not one shall be excluded 
from that fountain which was then 
opened for sin and for uncleanness, and 
which shall continue to flow till time 
shall be no longer. He does not break 
the bruised reed, or quench the smoking 
flax ; the faintest desire for salvation is 
registered in His remembrance, from 
. whose sovereign grace alone even that 
faintest desire proceeds. None so poor 
as to be debarred, if vsdlling, from 
partaking of the true riches; None 
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SO weak, if seeking their strength from 
God, as to be unable to walk with safety 
in the straight and narrow way ; none so 
sinM, if willing in penitence and faith 
to accept a Saviour s righteousness for 
their justification, and to cast oflF, by His 
grace, the old man, which is corrupt, and 
by His Spirit to be renewed in life and 
heart and conversation ; none so lost as 
to fell short of His pardoning love. 

Place then, my beloved brethren, no 
obstacles of your own, where God has 
placed none, in the way of the free sal- 
vation of your Redeemer, yield yourselves, 
body and soul, to Him, praying that you 
may be made willing in the day of His 
power to accept Him in all His ofiices as 
your Prophet, Priest and King, that 
you may be led to devote yourself to Him 
unreservedly, esteeming His service. His 
honour. His love, the paramount objects 
of your life. Remember only that all 
His offers are made to you to-day, we 
cannot ensure them to you to-morrow. 
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It is now that the Spirit and the Bride 
say, "Come;" it is now that he that 
heareth and he that preacheth say, 
'*Coine;" it is now, while the day of grace 
lasts, a day which is closing rapidly upon 
us all, that "Whosoever wiU,"r— for the 
word of Him who cannot lie has declared 
it, — "Whosoever will, may take of the 
water of life freely." 
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SERMON V. 
LIFE FROM THE DEAD. 



EzEEiEL xxxvii. 9 (pakt). 

« THUS SAITH^THE LORD GOD, COME FROM THE FOUR 
WINDS, O BREATH, AND BREATHE UPON THESE SLAIN, 
THAT THEY MAY LIVE." 

It is sometimes profitable for the purpose 
of fixing more deeply in our minds any 
great and acknowledged truth of our holy 
religion, to take a portion of Scripture 
which does not avowedly treat upon the 
subject, or profess directly to promulge 
or to explain it, but yet incidentally, as it 
were, embodies it ; and, by so doing, per- 
haps convinces us more entirely of its 
certainty, and possesses us more fully 
with its practical importance, than the 
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most studied definition, or the most ela- 
borate enforcement of it. 

The narrative from which the text is 
taken is precisely one of these ; it is the 
account of a vision which occurred to the 
Prophet Ezekiel during the time of the 
Babylonish captivity, when the Jews, 
carried away as prisoners from their 
native land, were, as a nation, politically 
degraded, and were lying hopeless and 
lifeless in the hands of their conquerors. 
It represents in a striking manner their 
restoration to political freedom and 
national power. While the spiritual 
application which has in all ages been 
attached to it by the Church, illustrates 
very beautiftdly and very satisfactorily, the 
operations of the Spirit of God in the great 
work of man's regeneration and salvation. 

But you had better hear the remark- 
able history as narrated by the prophet 
himself. " The hand of the Lord was 
upon me, and carried me out in the 
Spirit of the Lord, and set me down in 
F 2 
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the midst of the valley which was full of 
bones, and caused me to pass by them 
round about; and behold, there were 
very many in the open valley ; and lo ! 
they were very dry." 

We karn from the eleventh verse that 
these bones represented the whole house 
of Israel, who, in their despondency and 
bondage, were exclaiming, " Our bones 
are dried, and our hope is lost," and that 
the primary intention of the vision was 
for their great encouragement, that they 
might know that there was mercy and 
deliverance in store for them, and that 
they should yet once again arise from 
their present state of political thraldom, 
and take their stand among the nations 
of the world ; while, in all probability, 
there was, even as regarded the people of 
Israel, a still further scope contemplated 
by the vision, and it was permitted to tell 
of a spiritual regeneration, of the con- 
version of the whole house of Israel in 
days which are still future, but which 
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shall assuredly arrive, when all Israel 
shall be brought to the knowledge of our 
Grod and of his Christ. In this view, 
and confining ourselves only to the literal 
interpretation of the vision, it is a very 
striking and instructive one ; but our in- 
tention is, while proceeding with the 
incident before us, to leave its primary 
intention thus briefly touched upon, to 
your own consideration, and to dweU on 
those points which will illustrate the 
observation with which this discourse 
commenced, and demonstrate the necessity 
of a spiritual influence &r more power- 
fully, than the most elaborate proof, or 
the most learned disquisition. 
- Proceeding, then, with the narrative, 
we read, that as soon as the prophet^ had 
been set down in this valley of desola- 
tion, the Lord said unto him, " Son of 
man, can these bones live? And I an- 
swered, O Lord God, thou knowest. 
Again he^ said unto me, Prophesy upon 
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(or speak unto) these bones, and say unto 
them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord." Behold, then, in the vision before 
us, first, a most affecting picture of the state 
of all men by nature ; and next, a re- 
markably accurate and instructive repre- 
sentation of the usual method which the 
Ahnighty employs for the delivery of his 
people out of this state of spiritual 
bondage and spiritual death, into the 
glorious liberty wherewith Christ makes 
his people free. 

First, Can a more accurate representa* 
tion of the state of unregenerate man, be 
imagined, than these dry bones of the 
valley? Is not the whole worid thus 
filled 1 Are not aU, according to the re- 
presentations of God's Word, as hope- 
less and helpless and Ufeless, with regard 
to spiritual things ] and are not the efforts 
of imaided man to awaken and enliven 
them, just as preposterous as they would 
have been to reanimate the dry bones in 
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the prophet's vision? Surely, if the 
general descriptions of the Word of God 
be true, no one will deny it. 

, Yet, in the fistce of all difficulty,, nay, 
of what must have appeared to the pro- 
phet an absolute impossibility, a positive 
absurdity, had he permitted himself to 
reason upon the subject, he is enjoined 
by Qod to begin at once, and to preach 
thus to these dry bones, " O, ye dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord." 
What a hopeless task ! How well might 
Ezekiel have objected, and expostulated, 
and inquired. Of what avail is it to call 
upon these poor insensible relics of mor- 
tality, as if they were still possessed of 
life and reason; the dead cannot praise 
thee, O Lord, death cannot celebrate 
thee. Such would have been the wisdom 
of the world ; but the prophet's wisdom 
was of a different order, it was simply to 
hear and to obey, for he immediately adds, 
" So I prophesied, (or preached, for it is 
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the same expression,) as I was com- 
manded." 

The state of the dry bones of the valley 
pourtraying to us man's state by nature, 
the reply of the prophet may fairly repre- 
sent to us the obvious duty of the minister 
of God. If he were to dare to judge for 
himself, he would be utterly hopeless of suc- 
cess, when he considers what is oftentimes 
the state of his audience, and while he 
^reaiches, as he often must, the great and 
glorious truths of the everlasting Gospel 
to a people lying in the darkness and in 
the shadow of death. But so far is he 
from this desponding spirit, that although 
Ho human being can think more lowly 
than he himself does of the power and 
the efficiency of his own endeavours, he 
entertains the ftdlest confidence of success 
as regards every soul to which he is in 
mercy sent* He does not run, as the 
apostle expresses it, without being sent ; 
he does not preach in his own wisdom, or 
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his own strength ; he acts upon an ex- 
press command, " Go, and prophesy to 
the dry bones ;" " Preach the Gospel to 
every creature," however ignorant, or 
hostile, or deaf, or dead. He knows, 
farther, that the revealed Word has 
declared, " It pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them that be- 
lieve," and accordingly he goes down in 
fidth into the valley of the dry bones, and 
carries with him the Word of life ; 
that Word of which the unchangeable 
Jehovah has declared, " My Word shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall ac- 
complish that whereto I send it:" And 
thus armed with the Word and with the 
promise, he cares not how dead, or how 
dry be the bones, but he takes his stan4 
in the midst of them, and, in the lan- 
guage of the prophet, " Prophesies as he 
is commanded," comforting and encou- 
raging himself with the declaration of 
his God, " Not by power, nor by might, 
but by my Spirit, saith the Lord," ^nd 
F 3 
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falLyk believing that in God's appointed 
time the Word shall do its work, and be 
a savour of life unto life to many to virhom 
he delivers it. Without such a belief 
how melancholy, how hopeless, would be 
the labours of the preacher. Sunday 
after Sunday, he brings forward the life- 
giving Word which is able to save your 
souls ; and Sunday after Sunday, perhaps, 
it appears to fall unheeded to the ground. 
But the husbandman waiteth long and is 
patient, and so must the minister of God ; 
believing that the time will come when 
the harvest will answer to the seed-time, 
and bring forth fruit unto life ever- 



But let us again turn to the vision, 
and mark the first faint appearances of 
the prophet's success among his extra* 
ordinary audience. He thus continues: 
" As I prophesied, there was a noise^ and 
behold a shaking, and the bones came 
together, bone to his bone." 

When the prophet commenced, all 
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throughont that desolate valley, wore the 
appearance and the stillness of death; 
there was neither voice nor motion. So 
is it when the Word of the living Gfod 
is first preached in sincerity to a people 
dead in trespasses and sins and indiffer- 
ence ; there may be mute attention, bat 
there are no vestiges of spiritual life ; the 
stillness is the stillness of the grave ; no 
effect is produced, no heart is cheered, 
no soul awakened. This is the most 
trying time for a numster ; he has need 
of much grace, much &ith, much pa- 
tience. However, thanks be to God, this 
is a state which does not last; and if 
we turn to the vision we shall learn by 
what it is usually succeeded. Strong in 
fidth, the prophet persevered, and as he 
preached we are told that the bones 
began to move: there was first a rustling 
upon the ground, which marked that the 
bones were in motion, and then the 
rattUng which would be occasioned while 
bone was once more attadiing itself to 
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its kindred bone, and making up the 
restored and perfect skeleton. 

Here, then, the spiritual effects keep 
pace with the natural. We observe in 
it the first symptom usually visible when 
the Gospel is preached to them that are 
dead. It is not long permitted to sound 
over the field of desolation, without some 
adequate effect; for never is the word 
of life preached, except where the Lord 
has a people to call, and to awaken, and 
to convert, and to edify. Never does God* 
send a faithful shepherd where he has not 
<f a flock to feed. Never is He preached 
in sincerity, who is " the resurrection and 
the life," unless there be dry bones to be 
reanimated, and dead to be restored to 
life again. There is, therefore, soon seen 
a shaking among the dry bones; some are 
brought to tremble beneath the power of 
the Gospel, and to cry out with the jailor 
of old, ''What shall I do to be saved?" 
Others are at least temporarily aroused 
and excited ; their prejudices shaken and 
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their slumbers interrupted; there is at 
least a moving to and fro, a new subject 
of interest and conversation has been 
introduced; perhaps an opposition, and 
an angry opposition, is aroused to the 
truths which are delivered; perhaps, 
though it be but for a season, some 
temporary reformation is produced, and 
outward changes effected; so that even 
in those instances, and, alas! there are 
many such, where the effect extends not 
beyond this, this at least is done, the 
silence of death is broken, the perfect 
insensibility even to the sound of the 
Gospel is at an end; and though it 
be, when followed no further, to in- 
crease their condemnation, to be a 
"savour of death unto death," still 
the dry bones are moved, and in many 
cases a skeleton army is summoned 
forth. 

But, blessed be God, He is faithiul 
who hath promised, and therefore more, 
much more than this is usually effected ; 
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as we see that more than this was 
effected by the prophet; for he thus 
continues, " And when I beheld, lo ! 
the sinews and the flesh came up upon 
tiiem, and the skin covered them aboye." 
Here, then, the transformation was com- 
plete ! the whole man was re-constructed, 
bones and sinews and flesh and skin 
were perfect; but still there was some- 
thing wanting, and while that was ab- 
sent, all was wanting, for the prophet 
affectingly adds, *^ but there was no 
breath in them." 

Here, then, observe the next step in 
the spiritual application of the vision. 
The fidthful preaching of the Word of 
God, and at the command of Grod, will 
often not only cause the ishaking among 
the dry bones to which we have referred, 
but, further, their assuming the appear- 
ance of the life and health to which we 
are endeavouring to call them. We con- 
tinually witness this; The Word of truth 
has such an effect, that even men who 
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are not truly brought to spiritual life by 
it, assume often aU the outward forms of 
godliness, attend upon every ordinance 
which the true Christian can attend upon, 
adopt his habits, swell the ranks of God's 
professing people, and to the eye of man 
are not only almost, but altogether Chris* 
tians. The sinews and the flesh have come 
up upon the dry bones, and given all the 
appearance of vitality ; but yet they do 
not live, — in the sight of God they are 
stiU among the dead. What, then, do 
they want ? Of what are they destitute 1 
Alas ! we are compelled to exclaim with 
the prophet, '^ There is no breath in 
them." They "have a name to live," 
but they are " dead." 

This must have been the point that 
most truly tested the prophet's faith in 
the vision before us. He had called to- 
gether these slumbering relics, and at his 
bidding the semblance of life had been 
restored to them. But now, as David 
said, he was at his " wit's end;" it was 
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in vain that he continued to prophesy to 
them, all that he was permitted to do 
had been done ; the form of men had 
been restored to them, but there they 
lay motionless and helpless, an exceeding 
great army, but only to cover the valley 
vdth a more melancholy picture of mor*? 
tality than that from which he had just 
restored it. 

While the prophet paused, waiting for 
fresh directions, and feeling his utter 
inability to proceed, the Word of the 
Lord again. came unto him, " Thenijaid 
He unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, 
prophesy, son of man, and say to the 
wind. Thus saith the Ldrd God, Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live. So I prophesied as He commanded 
ine, and the breath came unto them, and 
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, 
an exceeding great army." 

You will observe a striking peculiarity 
in this passage, viz., that the prophet was 
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no longer directed to prophesy or speak 
to the bodies, as in the former part of the 
vision, but to the wind, and to ask for the 
breath or spirit, for the word is the same 
in the original, which should once more 
reanimate them. 

In the spiritual application of the 
vision, how plain a direction to the minis- 
ter of God! It is not enough that we 
urge upon you duties and threatenings 
and precepts, or even doctrines and pro-, 
mises and calls to repentance, and invi- 
tations to spiritual life, there is yet 
another and an equally important part for 
every minister to perform, who desires to 
see the fulfilment of his Lord's most 
gracious declaration, " The dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
they that hear shall live." This most 
essential duty is, to prophesy or to speak 
unto the Spirit, to pray fervently, faith- 
fully, constantly, that the third person of 
the ever blessed Trinity may breathe 
upon these slain, that they may pos9ess 
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something more than the mere semblance 
of spiritual life; that, in the language 
used by the Almighty Himself in the 
literal interpretation of the vision, verse 
14, " He may put His Spirit within them, 
that they may live." 

It was when this was done, and not 
before, when the breath or Spirit, had 
breathed upon the slain, that the prophet 
pronounces they " lived and stood up 
upon their feet." So is it, brethren, with 
yourselves. It is when this is done, and 
not before, when the Holy Spirit is 
sought in sincerity, and received in thank- 
fulness and truth, that you are brought 
from the death of sin to the life of right- 
eousness, and that you become living, 
acting, obeying members of the redeemed 
family of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.N It is true, that without this, you 
may do much which, in outward appear- 
ance, has all the semblance and all the 
propriety and all the beauty of spiritual 
life. The bones may have knit together. 
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the external covering may be most care- 
fully adjusted over them, but if the breath 
be absent, all is vain ; you do not lire. 
Nay, even worse than vain, for it may 
o(nly tend to mock and to delude both us 
and yourselves with the appearance of 
spiritual life where life is none. 

Most true, and most important is that 
declaration of our God, that if ye " have 
not the Spirit of Christ, ye are none of 
His." It is just in proportion as we are 
guided, or seeking to be guided and 
directed and strengthened and sanctified 
by the Spirit of Gbd, that we are now 
among the number of His true and ac- 
knowledged people, and that we shall be 
hereafter placed in those eternal mansions 
which the Lord Jesus Christ has pur- 
chased for us, but for which we must be 
individually prepared and qualified by the 
Spirit of our God. 

Let me then call upon you earnestly 
and solemnly, as you would not deceive 
yourselves, and as you cannot deceive 
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God, to observe whether this great vital 
truth of your religion has at all the same 
place in your minds which it possesses in 
the revealed Word, or in the services of 
your Church. I will confine myself, as 
bur time is short, to the latter ; look only 
at the prominency of this great doctrine 
of the absolute necessity of the Spirit of 
God, for every degree of spiritual life, as 
manifested in the services of our Church, 
' Observe only how; you have yourselves 
reco^sed it, since you entered these waUa 
to-day. 

At the very opening of our service, we 
beseech God to grant us . " His Holy 
Spiiit, that those things may please Himi 
which we do at this present, and that the 
rest of our life hereafter may be pure and 
holy, so that at the last we may come to 
His eternal jpy, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." In a single sentence, the Spirit 
of God is recognised, prayed for, acknow- 
ledged as the only person through whom 
our present services can be made pleasing 
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to God, or our future lives holy, or our 
meetness for eternal joy possible. 

We have next solemnly besought the 
Lord to " make clean our hearts within 
us," and to " take not His Holy Spirit 
from us." We have, again, thus invoked 
this same Spirit, in the most comprehen- 
sive prayer that mortal ever penned, the 
beautiful Litany of our Church, " O God 
the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the 
Father and the Son, have mercy upon us 
miserable sinners," and we have after- 
wards, in the same prayer, besought God 
to " endue us with the grace of His Holy 
Spirit, that we rfiay amend our lives ac- 
cording to His holy Word." 

So necessary does our truly scriptural 
Church consider it, after we have received 
this Divine gift, and have been, like the 
prophet's army of dry bones, restored to 
animation, and set up upon our feet, that 
we should still receive, day by day, and 
hour by hour, the abiding influences of 
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that Divine Spirit, to carry on the spiri- 
tual life which He has imparted. 

Our necessity is, indeed, just as real, 
just as uniform, as was that of the re- 
stored army of the prophet. At any part 
of their renewed existence had the breath 
been again recalled, every individual of 
that exceeding great army would have 
dropped motionless and lifeless upon the 
spot on which he stood ; at any period, 
yes, at the latest and most advanced of 
our spiritual life, let but God withdraw 
His breath, recall His Spirit, and the Ufe 
of faith is gone, — the Christian i& no 
more. The very act of tdthdrawing His 
Spirit would bring with it instantaneously 
spiritual death ; for the believer only 
lives, even at his best estate, hour by 
hour, and moment by moment, upon the 
strength of the Redeemer, imparted to 
him as he needs it by the good Spirit of 
his God 

If, brethren, you are convinced of these 
truths, — and who that knows the Word 
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of God will deny them, — ^then all we ask, 
all we ui^e upon you is, to pray for the 
renewing sanctifying influences of the 
Spirit of God — to live in the Spirit — ^to 
walk in the Spirit. And what will be 
the consequence 1 Let an apostle answer. 
"This, I say then, walk in the Spirit, 
and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the 
flesh." "He that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he 
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the 
Spirit reap life everlasting." " For to be 
carnally-minded is death, but to be spi- 
ritually-minded is life and peace." 

To live, therefore, as the world lives ; 
its pleasures, your pleasures; its follies, 
your follies ; its sins, your sins ; is, what- 
ever be your profession, whatever your 
semblance of spiritual life, — full and 
sufficient evidence that you are not a 
partaker of the Spirit of God. And, 
brethren, be assured that all religion 
which falls short of the possession of this 
blessed Spirit, is, as we have seen, like 
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a life which has everything appertaining 
to life, but — the power of breathing. 
What can such a religion profit you ? It 
cannot impart to you the blessed relation- 
ship which the true Christian bears to His 
heavenly Father; for the Word of God 
declares that it is only by " the Spirit of 
adoption " that we can ever " cry, Abba, 
Father." It cannot enable you to draw 
near to God in prayer, for the same word 
declares that we can only " have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father." It can- 
not make you holy, for the same word 
assures us that we are only sanctified by 
the Spirit of our God. It cannot lead 
you to hope that you are the subject of 
God's sovereign love, for the same word 
says expressly, that He has only " chosen 
us through sanctification of the Spirit." 
It cannot give you any ground of hope 
that you have the abiding presence and 
blessing of our God, for the same word 
declares, that we can only "know that 
He abideth in us by the Spirit which 
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He hath given us." It cannot prepare 
you for His eternal kingdom, for the 
same word asserts, that " Except a man 
be bom of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of heaven." Be not, 
then, contented, we earnestly and affection- 
ately intreat you, with a religion of forms 
and ordinances, be satisfied with nothing 
short of that powerful indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit of God, never denied to those 
who seek it; which renews the heart, 
sanctifies the life, regulates the affections, 
detaches us from the world, and renders 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the saints in light. 

Happy, indeed, wiH it be for your 
ministers, — yes, I venture to assert, that 
it is the highest blessing for which, as 
regards their poor and imperfect services 
among you, they are daily and hourly 
seeking, when they see this great point 
achieved, this mercy vouchsafed. It is 
much to see men delight in the courts 
of the Lord, it is more to find them deeply 
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and intensely interested in what they 
hear while within them ; but these are 
as nothing compared with the joy which 
fills the heart of a Christian minister, 
when he finds his people beginnings in 
earnest to seek the fulfilment of his oft- 
repeated prayer, "Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live ;" when he finds 
these, or any among them, with all their 
heart and soul and mind and strength, 
devoting themselves to the love and ser- 
vice of God in Christ Jesus. Who can 
tell the delight with which he hears, that 
even while he speaks, one prayer has 
arisen from some broken and contrite 
heart to the throne of grace for this 
abounding mercy; that one poor sinner 
has thus thrown himself at the foot of 
the cross, and received that spark of spi- 
ritual life, which all the ages of a coming 
eternity shall never quench. Is it too 
much to hope, that even to-day, while 
here assembled, some seraph, traversing 
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this ruined world on an errand of mercy 
from his God, while passing through the 
midst of us, has lingered a moment even 
here, to listen to a prayer which mor- 
tal ear has never heard, but which has 
already found access and acceptance at 
the throne of the Eternal, and has sent 
that blessed Spirit rejoicing on his way, 
that one more child of earth is re- 
conciled to his King, one more inhabi- 
tant secured for the everlasting mansions. 
Such a hope is not forbidden us. May 
God, in His mercy, grant it be not 
fruitless ! 
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SERMON VI. 

CHARACTER OF THE REDEEMED OF 
THE LORD. 



Revelation xiv. 4, 5 (part). 

<« THESE WERE REDEEMED FROM AMONG MEN, BEING 
THE FIRST-FRUITS UNTO GOD AND TO THE LAMB. 
AND IN THEIR MOUTH WAS FOUND NO GUILE : FOR 
THEY ARE WITHOUT FAULT BEFORE THE THRONE 
OF GOD." 

Many are the descriptions in holy writ 
of the pilgrimage state of the Christian ; 
many and various are the portraitures 
which have been bequeathed to us by 
the pencil of inspiration, representing 
the people of God toiling, labouring, 
warring upon earth, running the good 
race, and fighting the good fight. But 
a thick and impenetrable veil is usually 
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drawn between us from the moment that 
the conflict has terminated, and the 
soldiers of the cross have become " more 
than conquerors through Him that loved 
them." 

The chapter from which my text is 
taken is, however, a splendid exception 
to the truth of this observation. The 
Christian warrior is here presented to 
us when the chaplet of victory has 
been placed upon his brow ; the 
contest over, the dust and soils of 
the conflict wiped away, the deepest 
wounds for ever healed, the tears dried 
up, the sorrows forgotten, every engage- 
ment finished, every enemy vanquished, 
every battle won. ** I looked," says the 
Evangelist, at the beginning of the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 
"and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount 
Sion, and with him an hundred forty 
and four thousand, having his Father's 
name written in their foreheads. And 
I heard a voice from heaven, as the 
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voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of a great thunder; and I heard the 
voice of harpers harping with their 
harps : and they sung as it were a new 
song before the throne, and no man 
could learn that song but the hundred 
and forty and four thousand, which were 
redeemed from the earth." 

These are the present circumstances, 
this the present employment of those 
who have fought the good fight, and 
kept the faith. They who were once 
fainting with fatigue beneath the labours 
and the dangers of their earthly warfare, 
now seated in their " bowers of light," 
are enjoying that " rest which remaineth 
for the people of God." They whose 
heads were once bowed beneath a sense 
of their guilt and their pollutions, have 
now put on the crown of immortality and 
glory. They whose voices were once 
employed in bewailing their sins, in 
seeking guidance and support, consola- 
tion and forgiveness, are now uniting 
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those same voices in the songs of grateful 
love before the throne of God. 

May it not, then, under the guidance 
of the Divine Spirit, be to us, my 
brethren, a most profitable, as it is a most 
natural inquiry, to ask, how was this 
blessed company, of whose present state 
we have been speaking, distinguished 
while on earth? was there anything 
peculiar in the lives they led, the path 
they trod, the hopes and fears, the sor- 
rows and the joys, by which they were 
animated ? Did their earthly sojourn at 
all resemble ours ? were their occupations, 
thoughts, and pleasures similar to our 
oym.'i Did they differ in any visible 
manner from the thoughtless sons and 
daughters of Adami or did they live as 
the world around us lives, and think as 
the world thinks, and act as the world 
acts, and yet become, by some sudden 
transformation effected in the hour of 
their departure hence, the holy and 
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happy spirits which we now behold 
them ? 

I say that this is a very natural in- 
quiry. But it is something more than 
that, it is an important one ; for, if asked 
in sincerity, and answered with honesty, 
it will tend more to tear away the veil 
from our deceitful hearts, and to reveal 
to us our own real situation with regard 
to eternity, than any other inquiry which 
can be made. Let us, then, proceed, 
with the written Word of God for our 
unerring guide, to become in some de- 
gree acquainted with the former state of 
those who have now entered upon a 
sinless and sorrowless eternity. " These 
are they," says the text, speaking of the 
glorified spirits in the kingdom of God, 
" which were redeemed from among 
men," — the marginal reading in our 
Bibles is, " These are they which were 
bought from among men." They were 
not always what you see them now. 



REDEEMED OF THE LORD. 129 

They were once bom in sin, the children 
of wrath, the offspring of sinning parents, 
corrupt and sinful themselves, united in 
heart and life to the great mass of those 
who are in bondage to the prince of 
this world, the Spirit which now worketh 
in the children of disobedience. But from 
this fearful state, from the power of their 
enemies, a thrall which of themselves 
they never could have broken, they were 
ransomed, *' bought with a price," "re- 
deemed," says the apostle, " not with 
corruptible things, as silver and gold, 
butvrith the precious blood of Christ;" 
and being " bom again," " being re- 
newed in the spirit of their minds," 
having been enabled to "put off the 
old man which is corrupt, and to put 
on the new man which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holi- 
ness," they became, as the apostle says, 
living members of that " Church of God 
which he hath purchased with His own 
blood." They accepted the salvation of 
G 3 
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the Lord Jesus Christ, they acknowledged 
Him as their redeeming leader, they were 
enrolled under the banners of the cross, 
and determined, in the strength of God, 
in all holiness and godliness of living, to 
" follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth." This was the entrance of these 
Christian conquerors upon that arduous 
warfare of which they are now enjoying 
the glorious triumph. Do we further 
seek how they conducted themselves 
when once enlisted into the armies of 
the living God? Continuing the words 
of the text, we are at no loss, for a reply ; 
they became " first-fruits unto God, and 
to the Lamb." Thus says St. James, 
" Of His own vdll begat He us with 
the word of truth, that we should be a 
kind of first-fruits of His creatures." 
The expression, " first-fruits," I need 
hardly remind you, has a very peculiar 
reference to the laws of the Israelites, 
by which they were required to dedicate 
the " first-born " of their sons, the " first- 
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lings " of their cattle, and the " first- 
iruits " of their lands, without reserve to 
the Almighty, 

I would desire particularly to impress 
this upon your minds, because it mani- 
fests so strikingly, acnd elucidates so beau- 
tifully, the manner in which they who 
were redeemed from among men con- 
ducted themselves during the time of 
their earthly trial ; they became " first- 
-fruits unto God, and to the Lamb." 
They were no longer to be mistaken for 
the slaves of sin, the world, and the 
devil. From the time they were thus 
liberated from the power of Satan, it was 
evident to whom they belonged. They 
came out boldly and consistently from 
the world of the ungodly, and were sepa- 
rate ; the world was crucified unto them, 
and they unto the world ; its sinful plea- 
sures had no joys for them, its gilded 
baubles were trodden beneath their feet ; 
having experienced the blessings of re- 
demption, the chief desire of their hearts, 
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the unceasing effort of their lives was to 
dedicate " themselves, their souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice," or "first-fruits" unto the Lord. 

They acknowledged that they were not 
their own, — How could they then employ 
themselves in seeking their own ease and 
gratification ? They confessed that they 
were bought out from among men, — How 
could they, therefore, feel any deep in- 
terest in the petty rivalries of worldly 
ambition, or the transitory fame, which 
occupied the multitudes around them. 
They were merely strangers and pilgrims 
upon earth, seeking a better country, 
even a heavenly, — looking for a city, 
which hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God. 

"In their mouth," continues the descrip- 
tion of my text, " was found no guile." It 
is not said, that there was no sin ; the 
most perfect of that holy army, while 
on earth, doubtless partook of its pollu- 
tions, — their Eedeemer alone was " holy, 
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harmless, undefiled;" but of each of the 
redeemed it is said, '^ In his mouth was 
found no guile," — i.e., a perfect sincerity 
and uprightness of heart distinguished 
their conduct towards God and man; 
they "added to their faith, virtue ; and to 
virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
temperance ; and to temperance, pa* 
tience ; and to patience, godliness ; 
brotherly-kindness and charity." Yea, 
" whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honest, just, pure, 
lovely, and of good report, they thought 
o^" and endeavoured, according to the 
grace which was given unto them, to 
practise " these things." There was no 
dishonesty, no disingenuousness ; no hy- 
pocritical professions of religion which 
they did not feel ; no cowardly suppres- 
sion of what they did feel, from a false 
shame of the world's " dread laugh." 
They boldly and manfuUy confessed the 
Lord Jesus Christ before men, and in 
pursuance of His most gracious promise. 
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He has confessed them before the angels 
* of heaven ; for, says my text, " they are 
now without fault before the throne of 
God." 

My Christian brethren, this is a faint, 
but, I trust, scriptural, portraiture of the 
walk and conversation of the redeemed 
of the Lord. Infinite may have been 
the diversities of their pilgrimage state ; 
some, probably by far the greater portion, 
brought out of much tribulation, sowing 
in tears before they reaped in joy; 
others, possessing a goodlier heritage, 
and amidst all the conflicts of the way 
continually realizing the presence of their 
leader, and partaking of those joys with 
which a stranger intermeddleth not; 
these would, doubtless, vary with ten 
thousand modifications in the lives of 
that vast multitude, but the marks to 
which the text alludes were common to 
them alL Not one who had not cast 
off all dependance. upon self, and self- 
righteousness, and trusted simply to the. 
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righteousness of his Eedeemer. Not 
one who had not washed his robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. For there is not one of whom 
the inspired writer has not declared, This 
blessed spirit was bought from among 
men, — he became a first-fruit unto God 
and to the Lamb, — he dedicated himself, 
body and soul, to the service of his 
Lord, and in his mouth was found no 
guile. 

Suffer me then, I beseech you, to 
press this reflection earnestly and affec- 
tionately upon the heart of all to 
whom I at present speak; each person 
before me is an heir of immortality ; each 
is desirous that it should be an immorta- 
lity of happiness, and perhaps it is not 
too much to assert that each at this mo- 
ment believes (upon whatever grounds, 
however shallow, or however felse) that 
to him it will be so. 

Now, I entreat you to consider this 
simple truth. You have heard in the 
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text a concise, but accurate description 
of the feelings and conduct, while on 
earth, of all those who are now in the 
kingdom of glory, — do they then in any 
way harmonize with your own? There 
cannot be two classes of persons of totally 
different feelings and sentiments, of to- 
tally different lives and conversations, 
ripening for the same heaven ; it would 
not be heaven if there were. It would 
be a scene of perpetual jarring and dis- 
cordancy; of unnatural excitement to 
some, of unmeasured weariness to others ; 
in short, a state of anything but joy and 
peace, and love and rest. If, then, you 
hope one day to be admitted there; if 
you desire to join your voice to theirs ; to 
be partakers of the infinity of their hap- 
piness, their fiselings must also be your 
own ; and if they are not your own, now 
in the days of health and strength, there 
is no certainty that they will be yours on 
the bed of sickness and of death ; if they 
are not yours in death, they cannot, — I 
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speak confidently, — they cannot be yours 
throughout eternity. If, then, you are 
at present on your road to join that 
blessed company, you must now be a 
conscious partaker of the blessings of re- 
deeming love ; you must acknowledge 
in heart and life that you are not your 
own, but bought with a price, — you must 
be earnestly striving to live a holy, harm- 
less, useftil, guileless life. I would, then, 
have each individual now before God, 
and as in the presence of God, ask him- 
self, — Can I, with sincerity, declare this 
of my own life and conversation 1 How- 
ever far removed from what I ought to 
be, and from what I desire to be, — Can 
I truly say, that all my efforts, all my 
prayers, are tending to this one great 
point — to glorify God, my Creator and 
Redeemer, in my body and in my spirit, 
which are His 1 

This is a plain, practical inquiry; so 
plain, and so practical, that if your heart 
hesitate in answering the question, your 
daily conduct will not leave the simplest 
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observer long in doubt. I beseech you, 
then, be in earnest in the inquiry, ob- 
serve whether you have reason to enter- 
tain a good and scriptural hope that you 
are a partaker of the blessings of re- 
demption ; ground this inquiry not upon 
any exterior rites, however holy, or how- 
ever necessary, but upon the state of your 
motives, your affections, and your actions, 
— your words, your thoughts, and your 
heart. This is not the only con- 
sideration, — Have you applied to that 
fountain, which the prophet declares has 
been opened for sin and for uncleanness 1 
Have you, in the words of the apostle, 
" received the atonement," and become 
reconciled to God by Christ Jesus our 
Lord ? but. Is the reigning power of sin 
broken ? Is there a growing hatred of sin 
in your bosom 1 Is there an abhorrence 
of its influence, and an earnest, heartfelt 
desire to be cleansed from its pollution ] 
Is there an increasing love to your God 
and Saviour; an enlarged desire after 
holiness; and a real and constant en- 
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deavour, that your will, cost what it may, 
may be conformed to the will of God, 
and that you may go on towards per- 
fection ] 

Unless your thoughts and imaginations 
axe thus brought into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ, unless your hearts 
and affections are now, if I may so speak, 
naturalized amid the felicities of heaven, 
you would be, even if you entered there, 
an alien in your father's house, an un- 
sympathizing inmate amid the joys of 
your Redeemer's home. But the Word 
of God declares that there will be no un- 
sympathizing inmate there ; that all will 
be happy, perfectly happy, everlastingly 
happy, who enter that " house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens." 
One, therefore, of these two things must 
inevitably happen; either you must be 
changed, so changed in heart, affections, 
and desires as truly to love, and really to 
rejoice in God your Redeemer, and to 
long after His society as the greatest 
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blessing and the most perfect bliss; or 
there must be a heaven furnished with 
enjoyments and inmates and occupations 
suited pecuUarly to yourself. There 
must be a heaven for the mere idle man 
of pleasure, another for the man of 
scientific pursuits or literary attainment ; 
one for the gambler, another for the 
drunkard ; one heaven for the degraded 
sensualist, another for the man of delicate 
refinement; one for him who is never 
happy but in dissipation, another for him 
who loves to meditate upon the beauties of 
nature without bestowing a thought upon 
nature's God. The obvious absurdity of 
such a supposition would alone demon- 
strate that there must be an uniformity of 
feelings and of heart, one all-pervading 
love of God and of his Christ, one uni- 
versal desire of being engaged in his 
blessed services; or, to dwell in his per- 
petual presence, instead of the perfection 
of blessedness, would be indeed and in 
truth an insupportable curse. 
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There appears to be such weight in 
this consideration, that we do not hesitate 
to say, were you to receive upon your 
death-bed a free and full forgiveness for 
every past offence, that forgiveness itself, 
if unaccompanied by the great moral 
change of feelings and affections of which 
we have been speaking, could not qualify 
you to enjoy the delights or participate in 
the worship of heaven. Your voice could 
not mingle with the voices of that count- 
less mtdtitude ; you could not join in the 
" new song,'* for you have seen that it is 
a song of gratitude and love ; if the 
golden harp of heaven were put into 
your hand, you could not strike it in 
unison with the grateful notes of the re- 
deemed, its solitary strain would be 
widely dissonant from the harmony of 
praises proceeding from hearts over- 
flowing with gratitude, adoration, and 
love. 

My brethren, I would most earnestly 
entreat you to give this consideration the 
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weight which it deserves. You hope to 
enter the mansions of the blessed ; I trust 
in God that yours is not the hope of the 
hypocrite which shall fail ; but if you are 
sincere, do ask yourself what you expect 
to find in heaven that could minister to 
your enjoyment; what there is in your 
thoughts, employments, pleasures now, 
which harmonize with the description 
furnished in the Word of God of that 
happy place and its pure and blissful 
inmates. Our Lord has himself said, 
" Except a man be bom again,^ he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." You will 
observe. He does not say, " shall not," 
but " cannot," enter : there is a moral 
impossibility. You could not, in jour 
natural, carnal, unrenewed state, enter 
heaven, or, if there, enjoy it. Examine, 
then, I beseech you, my brethren, the 
nature of your religion; see whether it 
dwells in externals, rests upon the lips 
without penetrating the heart ; evaporates 
in professions without affecting your daily 
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life and conversation. Compare the cha- 
racter of the redeemed with your own, 
and honestly observe whether there be 
such a similarity between you and 
them, that if you were this day ad- 
mitted into their blissful company, there 
would be but one heart, one language, 
one song. 

These are not considerations which will 
bear delay; who shall say how speedily 
to every one of us the time for benefiting 
by them will have run out ; " in a little 
time, He that shall come, will come, and 
will not tarry ;" in a little while, every- 
thing that now engages the thoughts, 
and occupies the mind, and fills the heart 
of the worldly man will fail; what is 
there, then, of all which you are 
now anxiously pursuing, or earnestly 
engaged in, or devotedly attached to, that 
will outlive the hour when these earthly 
things shall be dissolved, and the fashion 
of this world shall have passed away ? If 
you are indeed renewed in the spirit of 
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your mind, if the Lord Jesus Christ be 
in you the hope of glory, if you have 
sought and found an entrance among the 
number of His redeemed people, and are 
dedicating yourself in consistent holiness 
of life as a first-fruits unto God and the 
Lamb, all will be well ; for happen what 
may, the Word of God is pledged to you 
that " there is now no condemnation to 
them that are in Christ Jesus, who live 
not after the flesh but after the Spirit;" 
and that they who have loved and served 
Him here shall reign with Him for ever 
hereafter. But if I address one individual 
who is in doubt respecting this most im- 
portant subject, who feels that there is 
little in his own life and conversation in 
imison with those whom the text de- 
scribes, to him I would say, when you 
leave this place of worship retire to 
your chamber, pray earnestly, fervently 
pray, for a saving interest in the blood 
of Christ, for that new heart and right 
spirit, that deep and sincere repentance. 
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and true and lively faith, which are His 
gifts ; until you have endeavoured to be- 
come practically sensible of the unspeak- 
able blessings of redemption, and are 
made willing in the day of God's power to 
offer yourself as a firstfruits unto God and 
the Lamb ; and may the fulfilment of 
these most scriptural petitions of your 
Church be granted to your prayers : 
" O merciful God, the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the resurrection 
and the life; in whom, whosoever be 
lieveth, shall live though he die, and 
whosoever liveth and believeth in Him 
shall not die eternally. We meekly be- 
seech thee, O Father, to raise us from the 
death of sin unto the life of righteous- 
ness ; that at the general resurrection in 
the last day, we may be found acceptable 
in thy sight, and receive that blessing 
which thy well-beloved Son shall then 
pronounce to all that love and fear Thee, 
saying. Come, ye blessed children of my 
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Father, receive the kingdom prepared for 
you from the beginning of the world; 
grant this, we beseech thee, O merciful 
Father, through Jesus Christ, our Me- 
diator and Redeemer." 



SERMON VII. 
CHRIST'S SPIRITUAL PRESENCE. 



St. Matthew xxvni. 20. (part.) 

♦* LO ! I AM WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END 
OF THE WORLD." 

The presence of God with His church, 
in all ages and under all circumstances, 
cannot but be an instructive and deeply 
interesting subject to the Christian. 

It is, in fact, one of the great pecu- 
liarities of the true religion, one in which 
it ever has and ever must differ entirely 
from every other. When Elijah resolved 
to convince the thousands of Israel that 
Jehovah alone was God, and that Baal 
was the invention of human imagination 
H 2 
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or of Satanical delusion, this was the 
point upon which he applied the whole 
force of his experiment, and of his irony 
against the priests of Baal, the absence of 
this pretended divinity. 

"Cry aloud," exclaimed the prophet, 
" for he is a god, he is pursuing, or he is 
on a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth 
and must be awaked." In other words. 
If he is a God, he cannot be absent at 
this critical moment, when his followers 
most need his presence. If men could 
have been convinced of the folly of 
idolatry by anything short of the direct 
operation of the Spirit of God, this would 
have been sufficient to have revealed to 
them, in the words of Scripture, that 
" they had a lie in their right hand." 
So well aware is our great spiritual 
enemy that the presence, the abiding 
presence of our God, is the strong hold 
of the religion which is from God, that 
from the creation to the present hour 
he has always been attempting to imitate 
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this inimitable superiority, and therefore 
the great end of all the idolatry in the 
world has ever been to feign the presence 
of an absent deity. It is for this purpose 
that idols and pictures and crucifixes and 
relics have all been invented by Satan, to 
fill up that chasm in the heart of man, 
which can be truly occupied only by the 
felt presence of Him who made and re- 
deemed and sanctifies it. 

We are not surprised, therefore, feeling 
the importance of this great truth, to find 
that it forms one of the most frequently 
recurring declarations of the word of the 
living God. That the God of the Bible 
has ever been, and will ever be, in the 
midst of His Church, is distinctly proved 
under the old dispensation, by the his- 
torical records of God's people. It is as 
distinctly promised under the new, by the 
words of the text, which we shall proceed 
to consider with a more especial reference 
to that sacred ordinance to which you 
have been this day invited, and wjiich 
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our Lord's especial presence constitutes 
the chief value and perfection. 

Seeking, then, in all sincerity, a double 
portion of the blessed presence of that 
Saviour who is " God over all, blessed 
for ever," I shall endeavour to state, 

1. The manner in which our Lord 
Jesus Christ is not present in this ordi- 
nance. 

2. The manner in which He is pre- 
sent. 

1st. In speaking of the manner in 
which our Lord Jesus Christ is not pre- 
sent in this ordinance, I need hardly 
allude at this day, and in this assembly, 
to the fable of transubstantiation, one of 
the greatest engines which the devil ever 
made use of to overthrow the faith of the 
Church ; that by forging such a presence 
of Christ as is not, and could not ever 
truly be, in this ordinance, he might pre- 
vent men from believing in that presence 
which forms its very essence and perfec- 
tion. Everything in sense and reason 
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and faith, is so strongly opposed to this 
bodily presence that one would imagine 
it would long since have refuted itself. 

There is, however, another error, not 
very far removed from this, which I must 
not pass over with the same brevity, viz., 
the belief in consubstantiation ; i. e., the 
belief that although the bread and wine 
are not changed into the body and blood 
of Christ, as transubstantiation implies, 
that the body and blood of Christ are 
present in the sacrament, together with 
the bread and wine. 

I should not have thought it necessary 
to have detained you longer upon this 
error than upon the former, had it not 
been, declared, within the memory of most 
here present, and by one of our most cele- 
brated statesmen, that consubstantiation 
was the doctrine of the Church of Eng- 
land- This opinion was stated publicly, 
not many years since, in the great council 
of the nation, and, I grieve to say, (as far 
as I remember,) without a single objecting 
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voice. Whence such an opinion could 
have been derived, it is impossible to 
conceive, for, with one single exception, 
there is not a word in any of the offices, 
or the rubrics of our Church, which could 
have led to it. The single exception to 
which I have referred is to be met with 
in the ''Church Catechism," and is as 
follows, " What is the inward part, or 
thing signified ? The body and blood of 
Christ, which are verily and indeed taken 
and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper." The very question here is itself 
an answer to this calumny against our 
Church, for it asks what is the thing 
signified? a sufficient proof that "the 
body and blood," (which is the reply,) 
are only things signified, and not, there- 
fore, themselves actually and really pre- 
sent. To guard it still more carefully 
against, as we should have supposed, the 
very possibility of misapprehension, the 
Church distinctly says, that " the body 
and blood " are " received by the faithful 
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in th^ Lord's Supper," and by none other, 
by the faithful only ; while it is suflBleiently 
evident that if our Church had agreed 
with the Lutheran, which holds the doc- 
trine in question, and really does believe 
in consubstantiation, she could not have 
limited the reception of the body and 
blood to the faithful, but would have 
taught her catechumens to say, that they 
were received by all her communicants, 
that, in fact, the bread and wine could 
never be partaken of, without partaking 
of the body and blood of our Lord. 

But passing from the manner in which 
our Lord is not present in the ordinance 
of which we are speaking, we are, 

2dly, To consider the manner in which 
our Lord Jesus Christ is really present in 
this ordinance of His own institution. 
This, then, is the belief of our Church, that 
He is Himself present spiritually to every 
believer who partakes in faith of the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, and this 
in a manner more solemn, more affecting, 
H 3 
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and more influential, than in any other 
of our religious services. 

To say that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
essentially present by the immensity of 
that Divine nature which filleth all things, 
is to say nothing more of this blessed 
Sacrament than may be said of all the 
heavens, of the whole earth, nay, even 
of hell itself; for the psalmist long since 
dedared, " If I go down into hell. Thou 
art there." This cannot, therefore, be 
all that our Lord intended when He made 
the gracious promise of the text, " Lo ! 
I am with you alway, even to the end 
of the world ;" and when He made that 
similar declaration, " Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there 
am I in the midst." Still less, when the 
apostle declared, speaking of this very 
ordinance, " The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not the communion of the blood 
of Christl the bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the body of Christ? " 
Something more^ therefore, than this ne^ 
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cessary presence must be intended, for 
the promises of God are confined to what 
may happen; certainly, therefore, what 
cannot but happen, — what, in fact, can 
never be otherwise, would not be made 
the subject of them. 

There is then, clearly, quite independ- 
ently of His corporeal presence, and just 
as independently of the essential presence 
of His Divine nature, another presence of 
Christ guaranteed to His Church by the pro- 
mise of the text. This is His presence in the 
hearts of His people by the Holy Ghost ; 
His favouring, fostering, justifying, guid- 
ing, sanctifying, and, finally, glorifying 
presence with every true believer, refused 
to no one of them, and granted to no one 
but them. This forms pne great pecu- 
liarity of His Church, — one great and 
distinguishing blessing of this ordinanee, 
when partaken of by every true child of 
God, — one unquestionable mark which 
must for ever draw an insurmountable 
line of demarcation, for ever fix an im- 
passable gulf, between the believer in our 
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Lord Jesus Christ, as the Son of God, 
and the unbelievers, — and which gives 
weight and meaning to that awful decla- 
ration of our Lord, " Verily, verily, I 
say unto you. Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of man and drink His blood, ye 
have no life in you." 

This is that presence to which our 
Church alludes when she says, in the 
words upon which I have already com- 
mented, that He is " verily and indeed 
taken and received by the feithful in the 
Lord's Supper." This is that presence 
to which our Lord Himself referred when 
He said to His disciples, " Yet a little 
while and the world seeth me no more ; 
but ye see me." You will continue to 
see me, spiritually to apprehend me, at 
all times and in all seasons, even to the 
end of the world. And again, the very 
last sentence of our Lord's dying address 
to His beloved disciples, " O righteous 
Father, the world hath not known 
Thee, but I have known Thee, and 
these h^ve known that Thou hast 
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sent me. And I have declared unto 
them Thy name, and will declare it, 
that the love wherewith Thou hast loved 
me may he in them, and I in them." 
And when one even of His own disciples, 
staggered at this great truth, as the men 
of the world are now, said unto Him, — 
*' Lord, how is it that Thou wilt manifest 
Thyself unto us and not imto the world 1 " 
Our Lord immediately declared, that to 
every one who "loved Him and kept 
His words;" — and you will observe, the 
promise is confined to such as these, which 
again distinctly marks its separation from 
the universal presence of the Godhead, — 
" He would come unto him, and make 
His abode with him." 

Now, my brethren, let me ask you, 
whether you know anything experi- 
mentally of this promised presence of 
your Lord ? do you, for instance, attend 
this house of prayer to-day with the hope 
and expectation, or at least the fervent 
prayer, to realize it in your own hearts 1 
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Or, have you been in the habit of over- 
looking it altogether, or at best believing 
it to be confined to those to whom it was 
first vouchsafed, even the immediate dis- 
ciples of our Lord ? or, still worse, have 
you been tempted to look upon all such 
expectations, as the world looks upon 
them, as fanaticism and enthusiasm, or, 
at least, as utterly chimerical? O ! it is 
wonderful, it is distressing, — painfully, 
awfuUy distressing to the true Christian, 
to think of the infidelity, not of the 
world, but of the Church itself upon such 
high subjects as these : how, many of the 
most gracious promises of our God are 
frittered away by the meagre theology of 
the present times ; and how, the richest 
fruits of the Gospel, which our forefathers 
enjoyed and lived upon (the promise of 
the text among the number) are cast 
6,side, for the dry husks and shells of 
a religion of mere reason and formality. 

If you ever desire to attain to the sta- 
ture of the fulness of Christ, to possess 
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that which can alone supply all your 
need, to enjoy the religion of your Lord 
in the full and abundant richness in 
which He bequeathed it for ever to His 
Church, you must go back to the Word 
of God Himself; you must search it for 
yourself, with fervent prayer, for the aid 
of its only true and infallible interpreter ; 
you must receive the promises of our 
gracious Redeemer as He Himi^elf de- 
livered them, in all simplicity and 
godly sincerity, and not for one moment 
doubt, that all which He has ever pro- 
mised He wiU most assuredly make 
good ; and among the most essential of 
these, you must endeavour to realise the 
promise of the text, you must expect 
and pray for, and rest contented in no- 
thing short of that felt presence of the 
Kedeemer, of which I am now speaking : 
it is this presence of Christ among a 
congregation which can alone constitute 
a Church, give life to its ministers, or 
energy to its Sacraments, or vitality to 
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its prayers ; it is this presence of Christ 
in the heart of each individual which 
can alone constitute, not merely an ac- 
ceptable communicant, but a Christian. 

My brethren, it is this abiding presence 
of Christ, which we are permitted freely 
to offer to you this day. He now makes 
a special offer of Himself to your souls, 
— ^yes, to the soul of every one among 
yon, however worldly, or guilty, or God- 
forgetting you may have hitherto been. 
He now proffers you Himself, as dying 
for your sins, bearing your iniquities, 
satisfying the curse of the law which you 
have broken, making your peace with 
God, and drawing forth your heart into 
faith and love, if you will, in repentance 
and faith, accept the boon. 

What can I say more? If you be- 
lieved me, you surely could not refiise to 
receive that adorable Redeemer, who is 
your only hope now, who will be your 
only stay in the hour of death, — who will 
one day in His own person, and from 
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His own lips, pass, on every one among 
you, your sentence for eternity. If you 
do not believe me, I only ask and entreat 
you for your own soul's sake, to search 
the Scriptures for yourselves; if I ad- 
vance ojie word in contradiction to their 
statements, — one word in exaggeration 
of them, — believe it not. But do not 
go down to the grave in ignorance of the 
only thing worth your knowledge, — the 
Saviour, the God of your salvation, — be- 
cause you imagine, without any scriptural 
foundation, that you are right and your 
ministers are wrong. 

Are there any of you who are mentally 
replying, I fear I have never yet in a 
scriptural sense received this Saviour; 
I have no reason to believe that he is, 
or ever has been present with me, ex- 
cept by that providential presence in 
which He is with all mankind ; I should 
rejoice to receive Him, cost what it 
might of self-denial or of suffering ; I 
should delight in His abiding presence 
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-in my heart, subduing its evil tempers, 
eradicating its sinful lusts, pardoning 
its transgressions, cleansing its imagina^ 
tions, all this, I would sacrifice every- 
thing earthly, to obtain ; I am continually 
told this is to be obtained by faith, but 
I know not distinctly the act of faith . 
which shall give me this first of spiritual 
blessings ? 

The saving act of faith, brethren, of 
which all revelation speaks, does not 
consist in believing any one truth, or any 
series of truths ; it is simply this, to 
come with a heart deeply humbled by 
the power of God's Spirit at the con- 
sciousness of your many sins, and de- 
siring to trust in the Lord Jesus Christ 
as he is represented to you in the Scrip- 
tures of truth, looking to Him and to 
Him alone, to begin, to carry on, and to 
finish the work of your salvation, and 
to His blood shed upon the cross as the 
whole and only expiation for your sin, 
feeling conscious of His all-suflBiciency 
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and of His love, casting your soul upon 
Him Mdth the most entire dependence 
for time and for eternity, and making a 
full and unreserved surrender of your- 
self to the Lord. Is there anything 
mystical, anything perplexing in this] 
Yes, my brethren, it is its very simplicity 
which perplexes you. It is so simple 
that you cannot believe it to be true, 
and yet if it were not thus simple, how 
could the Word of God declare that 
" the wayfaring man, though a fool, 
could not err therein ?" If it were not 
thus simple, how could generation after 
generation of men undistinguished by 
any powers of mind or reason ; of women 
weak and wavering upon every other 
subject ; of children, dear, little, helpless, 
ignorant children ; how could generation 
after generation of these and such as 
these go down to the grave giving testi- 
mony, undoubted testimony, upon a dying 
bed, that they have received the Saviour in 
the experimental manner of which I have 
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been this day speaking; and that He has, in 
return, fulfilled His promise, and been with 
them in health and prosperity, in sorrow 
and sickness even to that hour which is (at 
least to them) the end of the world. It 
could not be. If the reception of the Sa- 
viour were not among the most plain and 
well-defined and obvious of revealed truths, 
(however difiicult it may be to render it 
intelligible to the unrenewed mind,) it 
would never have been made by God 
the very key-stone of that arch of mercy, 
which has borne upon its crown since 
time began, and shall bear till time shall 
cease to be, the whole weight and pres- 
sure of a ruined world. 

In conclusion, to you, my Christian 
brethren, who have thus received the 
Saviour of whom I speak, I need only 
say, accept in faith the invitation this 
day made to you ; you will delight upon 
every fresh opportunity to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ again and again sacra- 
mentally in His own appointed ordinance, 
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that you may be drawing new grace and 
strength and comfort lix)m the renewed 
assurances which He thus vouchsafes to 
every true and penitent and obedient 
believer among you, of the unbroken 
promise of the text. There is no need 
that I should demonstrate to you its 
reality and its truth. As the Word of 
God declares, " He that believeth hath 
the witness in himself." You have the 
witness to the fulfilment of this most 
gracious promise of your Lord " in your- 
self;" in your own mind, in your own 
heart, above all, in your own experience. 
Let the man who would overthrow your 
faith with argument, reason with you 
that the fulfilment of such a promise is 
impossible, let the man who would des- 
troy your faith with ridicule assure you 
that the very expectation of its fulfilment 
is superstition, let the great tempter of 
your soul suggest to you that it is all delu- 
sion, the offspring of a heated imagination 
and a weakened mind, you will answer 
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him at once, " Get thee hence, Satan ;'* 
thanks be to God, I have the witness in 
myself, a testimony which no argument 
can gainsay, no ridicule invalidate, no 
temptation destroy. I have been in 
affliction and sorrow, when the consola- 
tions of earthly friends were utterly in- 
effectual to dry the starting tear, or to 
calm the bursting heart, and at that hour 
there was one who said, " In all your 
affliction I am afflicted," and the Angel 
of whose presence comforted me. Who, 
while I wept for those who were taken 
from me, said, " Weep not, they are not 
dead but sleeping, and those who sleep 
in Jesus shall God bring with Him." 

I have been in seasons of the most 
fearful spiritual temptation, when I had 
almost made shipwreck of my hope, 
and I felt to myself I had for ever 
ruined my immortal soul, but there was 
One who with the temptation made a way 
to escape, who opened up that way to my 
bewildered heart, who by distinctly and 
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perceptibly influencing my mind, my 
judgment, my affections, my will, guided 
me into it, and the snare was broken, 
and I was delivered. 

I have been upon a sick, and, as I 
believed, a dying bed ; I have stood upon 
the brink of a fathomless eternity, and I 
have looked, fearfully looked down upon 
that place of torment whither my own 
sins and iniquities would long since have 
carried me, and at that awful hour there 
was One who stood by me in the watches 
of the night, and whispered strong con- 
solation ; there was One who said, " There 
is therefore now no condemnation to them 
who are in Christ Jesus ;" I have drawn 
the sting of death, I have robbed the 
grave of its victory, I have satisfied the 
offended justice of God for your sins; 
fear Bot, for I am with you always, and 
you shall not be dismayed amid the swell- 
ings of Jordan, my right hand shall 
sustain you until you are placed in safety 
in that kingdom which is prepared for 
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you from the foundation of the world. 
This will be the nature of your reply 
to the temptation, and shall any tell you 
this is a delusion ? Shall they tell you 
that imagination dried the mourner's 
tears, and delivered the tempted out of 
temptation, and made a bed of pain a 
bed of peace 1 Let them tell the starving 
man that imagination can feed him, tell 
the drowning man that imagination can 
rescue him, tell the dying man that ima- 
gination can heal him, but let them not 
tell the Christian that he could mistake 
the felt presence, the abiding, comforting, 
supporting presence of his Lord for any- 
thing earth or hell can feign. No ! they 
cannot thus deceive the Christian. He 
feels in his heart of hearts that it is the 
truth of God. He has the witness in 
himself that from the day that he became, 
through grace, a believer in his Lord, 
the promise has remained unbroken; 
and if there be a confidence against which 
neither Satan's snares nor Satan's power 
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shall prevail, it is tliis, that the spiritual 
presence of his Lord shall be continued 
to him through good and ill, through 
health and sickness, through life and 
death, until by the undeserved mercy of 
his God it shall be exchanged for His 
personal presence in the kingdom of His 
glory. 
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SERMON VIII. 
CHARACTER OF BALAAM. 



Numbers xxiv. 15 and 17 (part). 

*< and he took up his parable, and said, balaam 
the son of beor hath said, i shall see him, 
but not now: i shall behold him, but not 
nigh : there shall come a star out of jacob, 
and a sceptre shall rise out of israel." 

The history which has been brought 
before us by our Church this morning, is 
one possessing so much of instruction, 
and at the same time to the youthful 
mind so much of difficulty, that a plain 
and familiar exposition of it may, by the 
Divine blessing, be no unprofitable medi- 
tation for us this day. 

Fully to understand its instructive de- 
tails, we must remind you that, at the 
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time when Balaam lived, the age of Pa- 
triarchism had not yet passed away ; that 
age when, as we see by the examples of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the blessing 
or the curse of a patriarch was inspired 
by God, and His almighty power was 
pledged for the accomplishment of those 
purposes, either of mercy or of woe, 
which his Divine wisdom had, by the 
lips of the patriarch, predicted. 

It is supposed that this remarkable 
gift, of bequeathing weal or woe to his 
descendants, expired with Balaam, and 
it has been beautifully said by an emi- 
nent biblical critic, that the prediction 
of Balaam, of the future glories of Israel, 
in the chapter whence the text is taken, 
was the " death-song of Patriarchism," 
That Balaam was known to possess this 
supernatural gift, fully accounts for the 
extreme anxiety manifested by Balak, 
the king of Moab, to enlist, if it were 
possible, the curse of the prophet to co- 
operate with the arms of his people. To 
I 2 
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effect this, Balak, well aware, as it should 
seem, of the character of the covetous 
and worldly-minded prophet, sends mes- 
sengers, " bearing," we are told, " the 
rewards of divination in their hands;" or 
in other words, carrying vdth them an 
ample payment for the services they 
were about to require. They were to 
acquaint Balaam that there was a people 
come out of Egypt, who covered the 
whole face of the earth, and to request 
him to come up and curse them, that the 
Midianites might be enabled to smite 
them, and " drive them out of the land." 

Nothing can appear more fair and up- 
right than the conduct of the prophet 
upon the first application of Balak; he 
seeks the assistance of the Almighty, and 
upon receiving a direct and positive re- 
fusal from God, he immediately acts upon 
it, and whatever the self-denial may have 
cost his worldly mind, declines to attend 
the summons of Balak, and dismisses the 
messengers. 

Proceeding, however, vdth the history, 
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we find that Balak still believes that 
Balaam could not really be proof against 
the temptations which he could offer him, 
does not accept his refusal, but sends 
again, " princes more and more honour- 
able than the former," bidding, if we 
may so say, a still higher price for his 
conscience, to induce him to violate the 
commands of his God. " Let nothing, I 
pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto 
me, for I will promote thee unto very 
great honour, and I will do whatsoever 
thou sayest unto me ; come therefore, I 
pray thee, curse me this people." It is 
in the reply to these second messengers 
that the true character of Balaam first 
begins to develope itself. He makes the 
same profession of implicit obedience to 
the Almighty, that he had done before, 
*' If Balak could give me his house full 
of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond 
the Word of the Lord my God, to do 
less or more," while at the very moment 
of saying so, he demonstrates that it was 
mere profession, since, instead of driving 
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the messengers indignantly from his pre- 
sence, as the enemies of his soul, for 
seeking to turn him from the command 
which God Himself had delivered to 
him, we find him entreating them thus : 
" Now, therefore, I pray you tarry ye 
also here this night, that I may know 
what the Lord will say imto me more." 
In other words, that I may see whether 
the unchangeable Jehovah will not change 
His mind, and allow that which He has 
Himself already forbidden. 

It is a bad sign indeed when the heart 
thus, as it were, asks leave to sin ; when it 
so deceives itself, or suffers itself to be de- 
ceived, that there is a secret reservation 
in its very prayers. What will the Lord 
say more ] He has denied me this plea- 
sure, or this profit, but how near may I 
approach to it ? Is there nothing but a 
mere denial, — no clause by which I may 
still hope to gratify myself, without dis- 
obeying God ? Whenever you go before 
God with such unhallowed feelings as 
these, the consequence will be, as in the 
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case before us, that the Almighty, as So- 
lomon expresses it, "answered the fool 
according to his folly." Such was the 
manner in which God now answered 
Balaam ; He gave him his heart's desire, 
and permitted him to fall into the tempt- 
ation which he had so anxiously sought 
for. "Go with the men," is the per- 
mission which the apostate prophet ex- 
torts from his offended Master. Yet, 
even here, the Lord in judgment remem- 
bered mercy, and afforded to the infatuated 
Balaam, although at the very brink of 
the precipice, one more opportunity to 
retrace his steps, and by his implicft obe- 
dience demonstrate that his heart was 
right with God. Thus fully exemplify- 
ing those words of St. Paul, that " the 
Lord with the temptation, or the trial, 
always sends a way to escape." For we 
read, — The Lord came unto Balaam at 
night, and said unto him, " If the men 
come to call thee, rise up and go with 
them." And this solves a difficulty which 
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often presents itself to the youthful reader 
of this instructive story ; he is apt to in- 
quire, Whence was it that the Almighty 
first permitted Balaam to go, and then 
was wroth with him for going? The' 
permission was wholly conditional, — ''If 
the men come to call thee." The men 
did not come to call him ; and had he, 
therefore, merely been commonly obedient 
to the Word of the Lord, he would have 
escaped the impending ruin. But so 
anxious was he for the expected emolu- 
ments and honours which awaited him, 
that " he rose up " early " in the morning," 
and, uncalled for, accompanied the mes- 
sengers on their return to him who sent 
them. 

The conclusion of the history of the 
headstrong and worldly-minded Balaam 
is quite in accordance with what we have 
already witnessed. The most supernatural 
prodigy, even " the dumb ass speaking 
with man's voice," could not restrain the 
madness of the prophet. At the request of 
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Balak three different times did he, " fool- 
ishly thinking that God was even such an 
one as himself," attempt by his burnt- 
offerings to bribe the Almighty to permit 
• him to curse the people whom God had 
blessed, and three different times did the 
Lord disgrace him in the sight of the 
king, and keep him back from honour by 
obliging him to speak the word which 
God had put into his mouth, and to bless 
the people altogether. Still, however, 
resolved if possible to merit and to obtain 
the honours which Balak was able to 
bestow, he endeavoured to destroy those 
by his iniquitous counsels whom he could 
not affect by his curses, and for this pur- 
pose directed Balak, as we read from the 
sixteenth verse of the thirty-first chajpter 
of the book from which the text is taken, 
to seduce the Israelites, by the aid of the 
Midianitish women, into fornication and 
idolatry; hoping, by this accursed con- 
trivance, to make them offend the Al- 
mighty by their sins, and thus. to draw; 
i3 
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them from under the Divine protection, 
to expose them to the wrath of God, and 
to deprive them of the blessings which 
with his own lips he had so unwillingly 
been constrained to bestow. Behold, how 
dark a catalogue of sins has followed from 
the first slight deviation from the com- 
mand* of God ! Having once entered 
upon the downward road, the steps were 
rapidly and frightfully progressive, and 
the course of Balaam terminated by sin- 
ning grievously himself, by leading others 
into sin, by opposing, so far as the weak- 
ness of man can oppose, the strength of 
the Almighty, and ultimately, as we learn 
from the eighth verse of the thirty-first 
chapter, by paying the temporal tribute 
of' his crimes in dying a violent and 
bloody death by the retributive sword of 
the Israelites, as soon as they had become 
masters of the land, "Balaam also, the 
son of Beor, they slew with the sword," 
is the short but significant notice of the 
historian. 
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Such was the course of one whose only 
crime was, as the scriptures of the New 
Testament inform us, covetousness, the 
undue love of money, the root of all evil; 
for this he disobeyed his God, sacrificed 
his life, perilled his soul. Men of busi- 
ness, we have all need, but you have 
especial need, to watch and pray against 
this engrossing sin. Six days in the week 
you are exposed to its temptations, in all 
their varied and most beguiling forms. 
Speculations of every shape and size and 
colour are among its most successful 
emissaries, be warned, be counselled by 
the example before you. Difficult as it 
may be, endeavour by God's grace to 
" seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness." You have but one day 
in seven to supply yourselves with wea* 
pons of defence against this most pre- 
vailing temptation. O, do not neglect 
this day, do not sacrifice any part of it to 
subjects which command your thoughts 
during the remainder of the week. If 
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you would be free from this sin, one- 
seventh portion of your time is not too 
much to dedicate to God, too much to fill 
your hearts with heavenly thoughts and 
aspirations, which alone can drive the 
demon of avarice from your souls. 

Before concluding this history, there is 
a difficulty which often presents itself to 
the reflecting mind in the life of Balaam, 
and to which it may be well to oflFer a 
brief solution, viz., that if he were indeed 
the sinfril character which we have now 
pourtrayed, whence is it that he was 
permitted to prophesy so truly and so 
beautiftdly of the coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, in the astonishing predic- 
tion of the text, " there shall come a star 
out of Jacob, and a sceptre shall rise out 
of Israel;" a prophecy which even the 
Jewish interpreters themselves always 
applied to the Messiah. To this it is 
sufficient to answer, that one method of 
prophecy was by the Spirit of God com- 
pelling men to utter certain prophetic 
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truths, whether agreeable or disagree- 
able to their own inclination ; that this 
compulsory prophesying appears to have 
been Balaam's case ; and, therefore, that 
there was no necessary analogy between 
the words spoken and the character or 
feelings of him who spake them. This is 
clearly exemplified by the devils them- 
selves, who were often compelled, in the 
time of our Saviour's earthly sojourn, to 
acknowledge openly His divinity, to do 
him homage, and to promote His glory, 
although writhing with agony and de- 
testation at the sight of Him, who, as 
they said, was come to torment them 
before their time. That the testimony 
borne by Balaam to the coming of our 
Lord was of a nature remarkably similar 
to theirs, is obvious, even from a cursory 
inspection of it. There is something in 
the very mode of expression which an- 
nounces the melancholy fiict that it was 
the declaration of a man but little in- 
terested in' the blessed truth he was 



182 CHARACTER OF BALAAM. 

proclaiming; for the prediction I have 
quoted, is thus ushered in by him who 
delivered it, "I shall see him, but not 
now ; I shall behold him, but not nigh." 
Intimating, no doubt, in the first sense, 
that Balaam beheld the promised Saviour 
through the long vista of one thousand 
five hundred years which were to inter- 
vene between this prediction and its first 
fulfilment, in the coming of our Lord in 
the flesh, but intimating also, we have 
little doubt, something more than this — 
even the dreadful truth that though, like 
Abraham, he was thus permitted to fore- 
see the day of the Lord, it could not be 
said of him, as of that patriarch, that 
he saw it and was glad ; so fax from it 
that, when his prediction should receive 
its fullest accomplishment in the last 
bright rising of the star of Jacob, the 
last great coming of the Son of Man, 
Balaam should be one of those who shall 
fly from the face of Him who sitteth 
upon the throne : " I shall behold Him, 
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but not nigh." As if he had said, when 
others shall see Him, of whom I speak, 
coming in the clouds of glory, and shall 
rejoice at the approach of their expected 
and longed-for Saviour, I shall shrink 
from that tremendous presence; when 
others summoned near Him, and ranged 
in radiant circles round His throne, are 
returning with Him to the mansions 
which He has prepared for them, "I 
shall behold Him, but not nigh." I have 
sold my God for gold. I am at this 
moment planning the eternal ruin of his 
chosen people ; I shall never see His face 
in righteousness, I shall not awake up 
after His image, but shall be hurried to 
that unutterable distance from His glo- 
rious presence at which the spirits of his 
enemies will dwell throughout eternity. 

Such a man might be compelled to pro- 
phesy, but he could feel no reasonable hope 
of an interest in the salvation he foretold. 
It is very striking, in illustration of this 
remark, to compare this celebrated pre- 
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diction of Balaam with the equally 
celebrated prediction of Job, and to ob- 
serve, even in the difference of their 
language, the difference of the hearts of 
the men who uttered it. Now listen to 
the words of Job as you will find them 
in the nineteenth chapter of his remark- 
able history : " I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, and that he shall stand at the 
latter day upon the earth, and though 
after my skin worms destroy this body, 
yet in my flesh shall I see God, whom 
I shall see for myself^ and mine eyes 
shall behold and not another." How 
triumphant a declaration ! How humbly 
confident, and even joyous, appears to 
have been the heart of the speaker, how 
glorious to his enraptured eye the vision it 
beheld. Who could for a moment question 
that the man who thus spake, felt and 
loved and lived upon the truth he was 
proclaiming ! Job does not indeed speak 
more confidently of the certainty of the 
fact than Balaam did, but O how diffe-^ 
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rently ! I know that my Redeemer liveth. 
Observe the blessed appropriation, in- 
applicable to all but to the true believer ; 
who can say with the Church of old, 
" My beloved is mine, and I am his," 
and who has been taught by the Spirit of 
adoption to say, " Abba, Father." Mesh 
and blood may reveal to us that there is 
a God, but flesh and blood can never 
reveal to us that " this God is our God 
for ever and ever." The same Spirit 
then who, as e^ Spirit of wisdom, had 
taught Job to know that the Messiah 
should come, had taught him also by a 
very difierent, yes, a totally distinct opera- 
tion of His grace, even its converting and 
quickening influences, to know that he 
himself had a close and blessed interest 
in His coming, and by the grace given 
unto him, to call Him " my Redeemer." 
Job therefore could rejoice that he 
" should see God," not at an unapproach- 
able distance, but face to face, not with 
the eyes of another, but with his own ; 
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and living, as he was, in the love and 
fear of God, his heart overflowed with 
thankfulness that the day was not far 
distant when he should know Him as 
He was known, and see Him as He was 
seen. While the miserable Balaam, how- 
ever confidently he might be compelled 
to speak of the truth of what he pre- 
dicted, knew nothing experimentally of 
its power, but lived in sin, and died in 
sin, with his worldly heart untouched 
and unchanged and unsanctified by all 
the glories which his eyes beheld, and 
his tongue described, and his mind ap- 
proved. Yet this was the man who could 
utter that affecting and beautiful aspira- 
tion, '* Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be like 
his." So willing would be even the 
worst of sinners, they who the most 
openly revile and secretly injure the 
people of God now, to die their death, 
and to cast in their lot with them for 
eternity. But it may not be. They 
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who live the life of the righteous shall 
die the death of the righteous. They 
who march with the Egyptians through 
the wilderness, must not expect to be 
saved with Israel ; they shall perish with 
the Egyptians in the waters. Surely, if 
there be in the Bible an example which 
ought to send every reader to the exami- 
nation of his own heart and of his own 
ways, that example is furnished by the 
life and death of Balaam. It tells you 
that it is possible for you to acknowledge 
God mentally, to approve all that He 
ordains and commands ; even to believe, 
as the devils do, and as Balaam did, with 
an uninfluential faith in Christ Jesus, 
to speak of Him, to praise Him, and to 
pray to Him, and, alas ! to preach Him, 
and yet to be only almost a Christian ; and 
to continue thus, until finally, by the love 
of this present evil world, and an unholy 
anxiety for its riches, its pleasures, and 
its good opinion, you sacrifice your con- 
science, your happiness, your life in time. 
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your soul throughout eternity. If this 
be awful to the hearer, more awful to the 
preacher. 

" Many will say to me in that day/' 
said our gracious Redeemer, " Lord, 
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy 
name? and in thy name cast out devils, 
and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto 
them, I never knew you : depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity." My Christian 
brethren, these awakening truths speak 
to you and to ourselves. Such inconsist- 
encies as these of Balaam did not be- 
come extinct with Balaam. Would to 
God that they had, but they are found 
in every Christian community, almost in 
every Chriatian family ! Inquire, then, 
of your own hearts whether you have 
escaped the fatal contagion, or whether, 
like Balaam, you are striving to reconcile 
two irreconcileable things — the service of 
God and the service of Mammon. If 
you are, for the sake of Him who died 
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for you, be warned. To succeed in the 
attempt is utterly impossible. Our Lord 
Himself has said, " Ye cannot (not ye 
shall not) serve God and Mammon." 
You like Balaam, will " see Him, but not 
nigh ;'* while others see Him with the eye 
of faith to their complete salvation,you have 
not prayed, and striven for this saving, this 
heart-affecting sight, and it shall not be 
vouchsafed you. You " shall behold 
Him, but not nigh." The day indeed will 
come " when every eye shall see Him, and 
they also who have pierced Him ;" there- 
fore, you " shall see Him, but not nigh." 
O think what that word implies ! never, 
throughout eternity to be near God! 
Think where the rich man was when he 
beheld Abraham afar off! Could you 
endure the thought of being separated, 
for ever separated, afar off for ever and 
ever from your God, from your Re- 
deemer, from many whom you love; 
from all joy, all hope, all peace, all 
happiness'? Yet such the unerring 
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Word of God has declared must be the 
fete, throughout eternity, of those who 
are not now " made nigh by the blood of 
the cross." 

Neglect the gracious offer now so fully 
presented to you, and this will be your 
fate ; accept it, and you are reconciled to 
God, you receive the atonement, and with 
it the remission of your sins ; power to 
know and to love Him ; strength to ho- 
nour, to obey, and to confess Him ; grace 
to withstand the temptations of the world, 
the flesh, and the devil ; and you obtain 
the assurance, the blessed assurance, that 
you shall " die the death of the right- 
eous, and that your last end shall be like 
his." 



SERMON IX. 
THE BRUISED REED. 



St. Matthew xn. 20. 

" A BRUISED REED SHALL HE NOT BREAK, AND SMOKING 
FLAX SHALL HE NOT QUENCH, TILL HE SEND FORTH 
JUDGMENT UNTO VICTORY." 

These words are quoted by the apostle 
from the forty-second chapter of the 
Prophet Isaiah, where they forDi a very 
beautiful and important portion of one of 
his most striking predictions of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. The prophets 
were continually commanded to invite as 
well as to threaten, to encourage as well 
as to warn ; " Cry aloud, and spare not," 
is their commission in one place, in the 
next, "Comfort ye, comfort ye, my 
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people, saith the Lord; speak ye com- 
fortably to Jerusalem." It was doubtless 
in pursuance of such a command as this, 
that the prophet was led to bring before 
his hearers the encouraging and affecting 
representation of the text ; a view of our 
Divine Master so sweet, so attractive, and 
so characteristic, that few whose hearts 
have been really touched by Divine grace 
have ever dwelt upon it without feeling 
an increase of holy love and of confiding 
reliance in that blessed Being of whom 
it speaks. May the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter be with us this morning, while 
we consider these instructive and encou- 
raging words ; may He breathe into our 
souls something of His own tenderness 
and compassion ; that this view of our 
Saviour's love, while it attracts and 
edifies, may soften and subdue, and break 
down many a rebellious imagination, and 
bring into captivity many a disobedient 
thought. 

In treating the subject before us, I 
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shall consider what class or classes of 
persons the prophet intended to pourtray 
by the " bruised reed," and " the smoking 
flax," making such practical observations 
in passing as may naturally arise from this 
consideration. These designations, then, 
were probably meant to be almost synony- 
mous ; both signifying, under different 
metaphors, the new convert, the young and 
weak believer ; the first describing him 
uiider that feature in his character which 
is most accurately typified by the bruised 
reed, viz., a heart broken for sin ; and the 
second, under another feature equally cha- 
racteristic, and typified by the smoking 
flax, viz., the weakness of his faith. 
Nothing could more fitly typify the new 
convert in general than the reed, one of 
the weakest, frailest thiags in nature, 
driven backwards and forwards by every 
wind that blows. How striking an image 
of the person whose mind is newly 
turned to the knowledge of Divine things; 
he is tossed to and fro with every wind 
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of doctrine, wavering and uncertain, 
shaken by every temptation of his spiri- 
tual enemy, disturbed and agitated by 
every doubt of his own heart. But even 
this frail and fragile thing, a reed in its 
whole and perfect state, would be too 
strong and too robust precisely to re- 
present the new convert under that cha- 
racteristic of which the prophet speaks of 
him, and therefore he compares him to a 
bruised reed ; a reed that has been 
crushed and almost broken. How accu- 
rate a representation of many whose 
hearts are reaUy beginning to be in- 
fluenced by the converting grace of God. 
They are wounded with a deep sense of 
their own sin and unworthiness ; their 
spirits are for the time strongly affected by 
it ; they go mourning and sorrowing, with 
the Psalmist of old, " all the day long." 
They feel the importance of religion, but 
they do not taste its joys ; they value its 
duties, but even these are performed with 
a heavy heart and a desponding mind. 
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While others leave the house of God cam- 
forted and rejoicing, they retire from this 
temple harassed and distressed, unable 
to find peace in the neglect of devotional 
exercises, unable to reap any present en- 
joyment in the performance of them ; and 
at this period of their spiritual course, an 
undue severity, a word of harshness and 
unkindness fi:om their Divine Master, 
would drive them to despair, and would 
break the heart already bruised, and crush 
the spirit already wounded. 

These, then, are the features in the 
new convert, which are represented in the 
former part of the metaphor of the text. 
" The bruised reed shall he not break ;" 
and you are aware that in scriptural lan- 
guage a negative of this kind is often 
employed as the very strongest affirmative, 
so that it does not merely mean. He shall 
not break, but He shall mend; not He 
shall not destroy, but He shall mercifully 
and powerfully support. Upon these 
k2 
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pewons, and such as these, our gracious 
Redeemer does not lay His iron rod, but 
holds out His golden sceptre. He does 
not, for instance, call them to services 
beyond their ability to perform, or to 
sufferings beyond their power to endure. 
He strengthens them with the right hand 
of His righteousness, upholds them with 
His free Spirit, binds up their broken 
hearts, pouring in the oil and wine of 
His promises and love. His tenderness 
and compassion, even while on earth, 
were remarkably manifested to believers 
such as these ; how beautifully in the 
instance of the poor woman in the city 
who had been a sinner. She was a 
bruised reed when she came as a broken- 
hearted, trembling suppliant, and washed 
his feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head; 
and when the self-righteous Pharisees, 
who surrounded her, began to sneer at 
our Lord for His misplaced condescension. 
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and at the poor penitent for her hypocrisy 
and enthusiasm, how mercifully did our 
gracious Redeemer make her cause His 
own, and stand as it were as a shield 
between her weakness and the rancour of 
her enemies, silencing them with that 
meek yet touching reproof to the self- 
righteous Pharisee, " Simon, seest thou 
this woman ] I entered into thine house, 
thou gavest me no water for my feet ; but 
she hath washed my feet with tears, and 
wiped them with the haixs of her head. 
Thou gavest me no kiss ; but this woman 
since the time I came in hath not ceased 
to kiss my feet. Wherefore, I say unto 
thee, her sins which are many are for- 
given ; for (or on which account) she loved 
much." Then turning to the woman, 
our Lord bound up that bruised reed 
with the comforting assurance, " Thy 
faith hath saved thee ; go in peace." 

So again, in the case of Peter; how 
remarkably did our Lord sympathize with 
that suffering servant, when He beheld 
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him, after thrice denying His Divine 
Master, brought at once by a single look of 
that Master to heartfelt penitence, and 
deep and sorrowing contrition. How did 
the heart of his Divine Master bleed for 
him, how continually were his sin and 
his penitence and his consequent suffering 
before our Lord's memory and upon His 
heart, since we find Him particularizing 
Peter in the very first message He ever 
sent after His resurrection, " Go, tell His 
disciples and Peter," said the' angel, 
" that He goeth before you into Galilee." 
Why was Peter thus distinguished above 
them all? Because he was then the 
bruised reed, the downcast, sorrowing 
soul whom the Spirit of our God de- 
lighted to heal ; the broken and the con- 
trite and the humbled heart whom the 
Lord delighted to honour. 

Do I then, at the present moment, 
address any among you, my brethren, to 
whom such a state of feeling is experiment- 
ally not unknown ? Any of you who have 
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felt the power of the Word of God, " sharper 
(as the apostle declares) than any two- 
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing 
asunder of soul and body ;" any of you 
upon whose heart the Spirit of God has 
set home the guilt and the misery of sin ; 
have you experienced its fruitlessness 
and unprofitableness? nay, more than 
this, have you seen the heinousness of its 
guilt, and the certainty of its condemna- 
tion, but have you still shrunk back from 
the only remedy, from a fear that your 
sins are unpardonable, that however the 
way of salvation is open to others, it is 
closed to you, and that the hope, the 
peace, the joy of the real children of God 
wiU never be your own? How encou- 
raging to you is the portion of Scripture 
before us. You are that bruised reed 
upon which the Saviour will never 
trample ; you are that suffering penitent 
into whose wounds He wiU gladly pour 
the balm of Gilead, the blood which 
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flowed at Calvary, and which will heal 
and solace and support when every other 
remedy is ineffectual. 

Most cheerfully would I dwell at greater 
length upon this instructive and profitable 
portion of our subject, but, alas ! where 
are these bruised reeds of whom I speak? 
Where are the hearts really broken and 
contrite for sin 1 Where are those who 
are suffering from a wounded spirit, and 
have no wish, no desire for any other 
remedy than that which a tenderly com- 
passionate Saviour is ever ready to be- 
stow? O, the minister's task would, 
indeed, be an easy and a blessed one, if 
such were the persons he addressed; if 
he could hope that every individual before 
him had either found the peace of God 
which passeth all understanding, or were 
seeking to find it ; that all were at least 
so far influenced, that sin was to every 
one a grievous burden, a sore disease, a 
weight from which they felt that the 
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compassionate hand of Christ could alone 
relieve them. But is it so, my brethren ? 
are there not too many to whom the 
blessed declaration of the text is almost 
unintelligible ? who have never felt the 
pains of a wounded conscience, or the 
godly sorrow of a contrite heart 1 who 
know, indeed, what it is to sin, but know 
not what it is to mourn for sin ? To you, 
if such there be, we cannot offer the con- 
solation of the text, you do not need it, 
your language would be, 1 am free from 
all such superstitious weakness; I have 
no misgivings, no fears, I do my duty 
as between man and man, injure no 
one, act honestly and honourably towards 
all, and shall trust in the infinite mercies 
of God that all will be safe at last. My 
brethren, I have not and I do i;iot offer 
to these the consolations of the text; 
were my Master here in person, as He is 
here even now in Spirit, He would neither 
require me to offer them nor would He 
offer them Himself. His language would 
^ k3 
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be to these, for His language was so 
to such as these in the days of His flesh, 
" They that be whole need not a phy- 
sician, but they that are sick; I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance." 

We proceed, therefore, to the consider- 
ation of the second clause in the text, 
^'The smoking flax shall He not quench." 

Under this metaphor, as I remarked 
at the opening of the discourse, is like- 
wise intended the young convert, the 
soul that has been lately turned to 
the knowledge and love of Divine 
truth. The same character, pourtrayed 
under the first portion of the text 
by the similitude of his brokenness of 
heart, is here depicted by his weakness 
of faith. 

The new convert is here represented 
by the smoking flax, to show, that, al- 
though there is a spark of Divine fire, 
it has not yet kindled into a flame. Of 
all things, flax is one of the most com- 
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bustible. "We can scarcely conceive any 
particle of fire so small as to lie and 
smoulder in a heap of flax, without kind- 
ling up into a blaze. Our Lord, there- 
fore, doubtless selected this, by the mouth 
of His prophet, to give us the most com- 
plete idea of the weakness, the less than 
littleness of that spark of true faith, 
which He would not only never quench, 
but which He would guard and protect 
and cherish until it became a powerful 
and consuming flame. 

Here then, again, is abounding consola- 
tion to the true believer, however young, 
however feeble, however hopeless. 

" Who is he that despiseth the day of 
small things ? " Most assuredly not that 
gracious Being who spake the words of 
the text. 

Do I address any here present who are 
desirous of the encouragement thus held 
forth to them ? With one caution, I will 
endeavour to offer it to their acceptance. 
Remember that the flax was smoking of 
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which the prophet spake. A painted fire 
could have occasioned no smoke ; however 
small, therefore, the fire, it was certainly 
a real fire. Thus it is with those to whom 
our Lord refers : the spark of faith in 
your heart may be so small, that you may 
even doubt its existence ; but, to come 
within the promise, however small, it 
must be real, — it must be that which is 
grounded on the Word of truth, which 
flows from the cross of Christ, and which 
is the work of the Spirit of God. 

With this caution, I would say to the 
weakest believer among you, be not cast 
down, be not afraid, be not doubtful, but 
believing. You have to do with a Sa- 
viour who rejoices far more in showing 
the tenderness of His mercy, than in ma- 
nifesting the dreadfulness of His power. 
The spark of Divine grace in your heart 
may be so small, that you are often 
tempted to doubt whether it be really 
there, whether you have ever been 
awakened, whether you can hope that 
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you are indeed among the children of 
God. Take comfort, then, from the re- 
flection that this is precisely the state of 
mind contemplated in the consolation of 
the text; that grace is oftentimes per- 
fectly imdiscemible to you, when it is 
as perfectly clear and manifest to the eye 
of God; you see it not, but God sees it; 
and while you are mourning in secret 
that there is so much coldness in your love, 
so much indifference in your devotion, 
so much in your very repentance which 
needs repenting of, the angels of heaven 
are rejoicing that one more sinner has 
been brought home to the Saviour — that 
one more throne is filled — that one more 
jewel is added to His crown. 

There are, in fact, such times as these 
of mourning and despondency, when you 
are prevented from seeing the blessed 
work which is carrying on within your 
soul, by the very effects of that work 
itself. The smoke of the flax, for in- 
stance, may entirely prevent you from 
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seeing the little fire which exists within, 
but it is not the less certainly there, 
and this smoke which conceals it is the 
very eflfect of it. So is it with yourselves, 
— the smoke of your natural corruptions, 
which never troubled you before the fire 
of Divine grace was put into your hearts, 
now rises up into your eyes, and painfully 
prevents your discerning the very spark 
which occasions it. But this fact, which 
makes you doubtful and fearful and dis- 
trustful, ought to be most encouraging 
and consoling to you. If there were no 
fire there would be no smoke ; the very 
feeling and consciousness of the sins that 
thus trouble and perplex you, and which 
formerly left you in imdisturbed repose, 
ought to be among the most consoling 
evidences that the work of grace is really 
begim within you. And as the brightest 
glass shows most clearly the smallest 
speck, so as you advance wiU you often 
be tempted to fear that your sins are in- 
creasing, instead of decreasing, — simply. 
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because by the light of God's Spirit they 
are made plainer and plainer to your own 
apprehension. 

Be not discouraged, however, on this ac- 
count, rather rejoice that your perception 
of sin is clearer, that your conscience is 
more tender, — that small sins, which you 
could once commit without pain, or re- 
luctance, or misgivings, now fill your soul 
with sorrow and your eyes with tears; 
this is a blessed evidence, whenever it be 
found, that the flax is smoking, that the 
heart is really and deeply touched by the 
Spirit of God. There may be times, 
when these very evidences which ought 
to be a comfort and a consolation to 
you, are turned by your spiritual enemy 
into a source of anxiety, discomfort, 
and doubt; but be not cast down, 
there is one who has said, "I will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee." Go 
on in His strength, and the gracious 
promise shall be fulfilled, "The God 
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of peace shall bruise Satan under your 
feet shortly." 

• I am the more anxious to impress this 
upon you, because it is as ungrateful 
and unworthy of a child of God to deny 
the existence of true evidence that he is 
the subject of God's converting grace, as 
it is dangerous and sinful to depend upon 
false. The prodigal son, in the parable, 
would not say that he was not a son, 
although he could and did most truly 
assert that he " was not worthy to be 
called a son." Thus must it be with the 
faintest and feeblest believer among you, 
you must not dishonour the work of 
God's Spirit within you, by denying or 
undervaluing it; you must not say that 
the flax has never been kindled because 
there is yet no flame ; the light in your 
lamp may be dim, but your strength and 
durability do not depend upon the bright- 
ness of the light, but upon the source 
from which your lamp was lighted ; ther^ 
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is your certain and unfailing consolation. 
You will recollect in the vision of the 
two anointed ones, the oil flows from an 
everlasting spring, and that spring must 
foil before your light, if it be the true 
light which came down from heaven, 
however feeble, or however low, shall 
utterly be extinguished. You are as^ 
sured by our Lord Himself, that He will 
not quench it. No ! is it probable that 
He should destroy the work of His own 
hands? In seasons such as these, ask 
yourself. Who kindled this feeling of 
Divine love in my heart 1 Be it small 
or great, by whom was it lighted? Was 
it not by Him, even by the Lord Jesus 
Christ Himself, through the power of His 
Divine Spirit, and shall He make His 
own labour fruitless, His own mercy 
vain ? Surely, we may say with Abraham 
of old,— "That be far from Thee, O 
Lord, that be far from thee." 

If, then. He has promised that He will 
not quench the smoking flax, who can 
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avail to do sol He has declared, *'0f 
them which Thou gavest me, have I lost 
none." « All that the Father giveth me 
shall come to me, and him that cometh 
to me, I will in no wise cast out." And 
again, "None shall pluck them out of 
my Father's hand." Who then shall 
quench the fire which Christ has kindled, 
and which He has pledged Himself to 
cherish 1 May not the weakest believer 
ask triumphantly with the holiest apostle, 
" If God be for us, who can be against 
us?" "Who is he that condemneth?" 
" Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or the sword 1 Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through Him that loved us." 

The conclusion of the text fiilly jus- 
tifies the feeblest believer among us in 
taking up the same blessed and triumph- 
ant strain, " He shall not break the 
bruised reed, or quench the smoking flax, 
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until He send forth judgment unto vic- 
tory," Until, in other words, the work 
of Divine grace shall go forward in the 
heart, and every sinful desire be con- 
quered, and every evil passion be brought 
under the power of it. Yes, though your 
present state be fidrly typified by the 
bruised reed, your conscience being 
smitten, and your heart broken for sin ; 
or though you be still more faithfully 
pourtrayed by the smoking flax, the flame 
of your faith weak, the fire of your love 
feeble, the spark of your hope almost 
undiscemible ; for you, and for such as 
you, was the promise expressly written, 
— and one jot or one tittle shall not pass 
away, until all be fulfilled, utterly and 
entirely fulfilled, in your experience and 
to your heart. 

But while this reflection makes you 
unspeakably grateful, let it not make you 
careless, or idle, or indifferent. St. Paul, 
who made the triumphant inquiry to 
which I have alluded, did not, therefore. 
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sit down and do nothing; no, — he was 
" in labours more abundant/' " in toils 
above measure," daily and hourly "press- 
ing forward to the mark for the prize of 
his high calling," until his Divine Master 
sent forth judgment unto victory, and he 
was able to say, " I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith." 

So shall it be with you, if you follow 
the same blessed example. But if you 
were, because of these encouragements, 
to rest quietly in present attainments, 
neither desiring, striving, nor praying 
for any fiirther advances in know- 
ledge, in love, in holiness, you would 
only demonstrate that your present 
professions were hypocritical and false, 
that your present feelings never flowed 
from the Spirit of grace within; for, 
although Christ will never quench the 
true fire, however small, however minute, 
if it be a true fire, it will assuredly 
grow into a flame, it will bum brighter 
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and brighter, until the whole soul be en- 
lightened and the whole heart be purified. 
Let, therefore, this encouraging subject 
quicken your pace, and strengthen your 
endeavours on the heavenward path. Be- 
cause He is faithftil who has promised, 
you, to whom the promises are made^ 
should exert yourselves to please and to 
obey, to honour and to glorify Him with 
tenfold vigour. He has pledged Himself 
that you shall reap, but it is only if you 
faint not. He has promised his throne, 
but it is only to "him that overcometh." 
Forget those things which are behind, 
look forward to the far higher attain- 
ments which are before. Come to the 
table of your Lord this day, expect- 
ing great things, asking for great 
things, believing that you will receive 
great things, and they will not be 
withheld. The bruised reed shall be 
transformed into the cedar of Lebanon ; 
the imperceptible spark into the pure 
and ardent flame, which shall bum 
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brightly to God's glory, for ever and 
ever. Your sinful desires shall be 
weakened, your temptations diminished, 
your tempers subdued ; grace shall finally 
become victorious, and you shall be ren- 
dered meet to be a partaker of that pur- 
chased inheritance, and of that crown 
of glory, which the Lord, the righteous 
Judge, shall give you at that day. 



^^^ 



SERMON X. 
THE COMING OF THE HOLY GHOST. 



JOHN XVI. 8 (pABt). 

"AND WHEN HE IS COME, HE WILL REPROVE THE 
WORLD OF SIN." 

Few ChristiaBs will, we believe, be dis- 
posed to deny that there is a great and 
lamentable omission in us all respecting 
the Third Person of the ever-blessed 
Trinity, God the Holy Ghost. No day 
passes over us that does not witness the 
prayers, the thoughts, the affections of 
the people of God rising up in earnest 
petition, in heartfelt gratitude, in con- 
stant acknowledgment to God the 
Father, through God the Son. And 
yet, how many days pass over us and 
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see no honour paid, no gratitude ex- 
cited, no single thought of the mind 
directed towards Him who is a distinct 
person in the Godhead, equally wise, 
equally powerful, equally eternal — even 
God the Holy Ghost; and more than 
this, who is as much engaged in the 
whole scheme of salvation, and is as 
much occupied in hringing home that 
salvation to the heart of every individual 
among us, as either of the other persons 
of the glorious Trinity. Nay, we may 
even go farther than this, and say, Who 
is, of all the three persons of the Trinity, 
the most expressly engaged in the per- 
sonal application of the blessed truths 
of salvation ; for to Him, even to God 
the Holy Ghost, is attributed through- 
out the whole of the revealed Word of 
God, every operation by which the heart 
of man is • first prepared for the great 
doctrines of the Gospel, by which it is 
occupied with these great doctrines, by 
which it is influenced by them; by 
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which, indeed, it is enlightened, and 
changed and carried forward and guided 
and strengthened and perfected, until 
grace be consummated in glory. All, 
without a single exception, are ascribed 
to the agency of God the Holy Ghost, 
who is, to our shame be it spoken, un- 
known to many who call themselves 
Christians ; unacknowledged, even by 
some to whom He is known ; and im- 
honoured, proportionably to His claims 
upon our gratitude and love, we fear we 
must say, almost by all. How thankful, 
then, ought we to feel for the admirable 
arrangements of our Church, by which 
this high subject is brought periodically 
before us, forced, in a manner, upon our 
memories and our attention ; leaving us, 
the members of the Church of England 
especially, without excuse and without 
reply on the great day of account, if we 
have been negligent in "rendering, to 
all their due, honour to whom honour 
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is 80 pecoliarly due ;" if we have been 
ignorant of the claims, or indifferent for 
the mercies of Him, ''without whom 
nothing is good, nothing is holy," and 
by whom God does at this time, in 
the language of our Church, ^' teach the 
hearts of His fitithful people,'' as di&* 
tinctly and as certainly, zs He once did 
on the great day of Pentecost. 

" When He is come,^ said our Lovd, . 
in the remarkable passage before us, and 
of whom spake the Sariour this? ob-- 
serve the context^ ** Ncverthdess, I tdl 
you the truth ; it is expedient for you 
that I go away ; for if I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you, 
but if I depart I wiU send Him unto 
you." How is it possible for any ijoidi* 
vidual who believes in the Divine ireve- 
lation of Scripture, to imagine for a mo^ 
ment that gDur Lord could thus express 
Himself concerning the Spirit of God, 
if He were not a Person, but merely 
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an attribttte, or a principle, as so many 
are contented to believe, — could any un- 
prejudiced reader eyer haye originated 
such a heresy? Would it ever enter 
into your minds, my poorer brethren, 
when reading these worde, to doubt 
even for an instant, that our Lord vras 
speaking of one who was bM certainly a 
Person as He Himself was ? Could He 
by any possibility have said of a mer© 
principle or attribute, "When He is 
comel" No^ we believe Aat, however 
the worldly-wise and learned may have 
stumbled at this stumbling-stone, there 
is not to be found a single instance of 
a humble inquirer iaito Divine truth, 
however illiterate, or however slow of 
comprehension, who did not discover the 
personality of the Holy Ghost, even by 
the most superficial, if at the same time 
an unprejudiced and prayerful, perusal 
of the Scriptures of truth. While the 
great feet of His divinity may be as 
distinctly proved as that of the Son, 
L 2 
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and by the same process, — viz.. by 
showing that every attribute of God 
is ascribed in the unerring Word of 
God to the Holy Ghost. For instance, 
" Power belongeth unto God,** says the 
inspired Word, limiting, therefore, all 
miraculous perfect power ta the gyeat 
Jehovah. But what says the same 
Word in the fifteenth chapter af Ko- 
mans, '^ Many signs and wonders were 
wrought by the power of the Spirit of 
God." Again, — Goodness: "None is 
good save one, i.e. God," said our Lord 
Jesus Christ. "Thy Spirit is good," 
says David, in the 143d Psalm, and 
Nehemiah, in the ninth chapter. Crea- 
tion: "AU things were made by Him," 
says St. John ; " The Spirit of God hath 
made me," says Job, in the thirty-third 
chapter. Foreknowledge is invariably 
ascribed in Scripture to God only; but, 
says St. Luke, "It was revealed unto 
Simeon by the Holy Ghost, that he 
should not see death until he had seen 
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the Lord's Christ." Again, "God hath 
said," says the Prophet Ezekiel, speak- 
ing of all God's people, " I Tvill dwell 
in them and walk in them;" hut our 
Lord says distinctly, " The Spirit of 
Truth dwelleth with you, and shall be 
in you." God alone sanctifies His people. 
"To them," says St. Jude, " that are 
sanctified by God the Father ; " but the 
apostle, in the fifteenth chapter of Ro- 
mans, says expressly, we " are sanctified 
by the Holy Ghost" God alone can give 
temporal life: "The Father raiseth up 
the dead and quickeneth them," says our 
blessed Lord; but it is twice expressly 
asserted, first by St Paul, and then 
by St. Peter, speaking of the resurrec- 
tion of the Saviour, " that Jesus Christ 
was quickened by the Spirit." Lastly, 
and most important of all, the Holy 
Ghost is united with God the Father 
and God the Son in worship, which, if 
He were not God, would be absolute 
blasphemy. " Go ye, therefore, and teach 
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all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Ghost And again, "The grace 
of our Lord Jeens Christ and the love 
of God and lihe communion of the Holy 
Ghost be with you all," 

But it is not only to the truth of the 
personality of the divinity of the Holy 
Ghost that I desire to call your atten- 
tion, from the declaration, " When He 
is come," we could desire also that you 
should direct your thoughts to the facts 
of His coming, and in this, to the re- 
markable analogy which runs through 
the whole of Scripture, between the 
manner in which God the Son, (the 
iSecond Person of the Trinity,) and God 
the Holy Ghost, (the Third Person of 
the Trinity,) were made known to the 
apprehension, and if we iipiay so speak, 
brought down to the comprehension of 
tiie most ignorant of men. Of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, many and most astonishing 
were the glimpses of His glory, which. 
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during the darker days of the Jewish dis- 
pensation, were continually let in upon 
the Church. We do not merely allude 
to the fact which is continually and ex- 
pressly asserted in the pages of the New 
Testament, that Christ and His Gospel 
were preached in paradise, were preached 
to Abraham and to Moses and to David 
and to all the holy men who adorned that 
dispensation, but to those demonstrations 
of the spiritual existence of t3ie Second 
Person of the Trinity, to which the apostle 
refers in so striking a manner in the 
seventh chapter of Acts, when he says, 
" This is He which was in the Church 
in the wilderness, with the angel which 
spake to Moses in the Mount Sinai, and 
with our fiithers." Notwithstanding all 
these glimpses of our Lord's divinity, he 
had in the fulness of time, as all are well 
awaxe, a visible coming in the flesh, to 
manifest His person. 

Precisely dmilar was the method 
in which the great Jehovah dealt with 
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respect to God the Holy Ghost. Through- 
out the whole of the Old Testament, 
the careful and enlightened reader of 
Scripture will find glimpses, neither 
few nor faint, of the power and divinity 
of God the Holy Ghost, especially as 
employed in working regeneration or 
in bestowing wisdom and comfort upon 
the hearts of the children of men, as dis- 
tinctly as of God the Son. Among many 
examples by which we might demonstrate 
this, not to mention the several declara- 
tions and prayers of David, " Take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me ;" and of Isaiah, 
" Where is He that put His Holy Spirit 
within himT' let me for a moment call 
your attention to one of the most conclu- 
sive declarations, which you will find in 
the ninth chapter of Nehemiah, " Thou 
in thy manifold mercies forsookest them 
not in the wilderness ; the pillar of the 
cloud departed not from them by day, to 
lead them in the way ; neither the pillar 
of fire by night to show them light, and 
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the way wherein they should go. Thou 
gayest them also Thy good Spirit to in- 
struct them." Here, then, are som^ of 
those many glimpses with which believers 
of old were favoured, of the existence 
and power and wisdom and divinity of 
the Spirit of God. But, as in the case 
of the Second Person, so in the case of 
the Third Person of the Trinity, a more 
signal coming was vouchsafed, that the 
fact of His existence, and especially of 
His personality, might be placed beyond 
all question, and beyond all doubt for 
ever. This signal and astonishing coming 
is the fact to which our Lord so conti- 
nually refers in the chapter from which 
the text is taken, and so unquestionably 
foretells in the text itself, " When He is 
come." This was the coming which the 
assembled apostles all witnessed in the 
descent of the cloven tongues of fire, on 
the day of Pentecost, to oonviey to the 
Church for ever an outward representa* 
tion and discovery of the Holy Ghost as 
L 3 
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OB€ of the Persoas of the eternal God- 
head ; as especially that Person who had 
taken upon Himself the regenerating, the 
sanctifying, and the comforting of the 
Church of God from generation to gene- 
ration* 

So important was this signal coming 
of the Holy Ghost considered in the 
counsels of eternity, that it was pro- 
phesied for centuries before it came to 
pass, as the coming of our Lord in the 
flesh had also been ; that the promise was 
again repea4;ed just before its fiilfil- 
m^dt, as the promise of our Lord in 
ihe flesh was ; and that it was referred 
to, after its fulfilment, precisely in the 
same distinct and unquestionable manner. 
Mark the prophecy, " This is that which 
was spoken by the Prophet Joel, It shall 
come to pass in the last days, saith God, 
I will pour out my Spirit," and so on. 
Then you observe the promise, in the 
twenty-fourth chapter of Luke, " Be- 
hold," said our Lord at the very hour 
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of His ascension, when nothing remained 
but the descent of the Comforter, ^' Be- 
hold, I send the promise of my Father 
npon you." Then, still farther, the ful- 
filment, in the third and fourth chapter 
of GuLatians, and some other places, 
^' God hath sent forth the Spirit of His 
Son." Of such unspeakable importance 
was this great truth, that there is no other 
truth in the Word of God, the coming 
of the Son of Man alone excepted, which 
was ushered in with so much solemnity, 
or hailed with so much gratitude and 
delight by the saints of God, as this 
signal coming of God the Holy Ghost. It 
may, in fi^ct, almost be said to be espe* 
cially the one great promise of the New 
Testament, as the coming of God the 
Son was the all-pervading promise of the 
Old Testament. How remarkable then, 
— ^how lamentable, that a truth so im^ 
portant, a mercy so great, should evet 
have been permitted to sink so low in 
the minds of Christians^ so little to in» 
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fiuence their affections and thoughts, as 
experience, alas ! has too ftilly convinced 
Qs, has been, and is at this hour, the 
case with the great and influential truth 
of the text. 

We shall, perhaps, be the less sur- 
prised at this, if we proceed from con- 
sidering the &£t of the coming of the 
Holy Ghost, to consider one at least of 
the high purposes for which He came: 
" When He is come. He will reprove the 
world of sin, because they believe not on 
me." We say, that we are the less sur- 
prised at the low position which the Holy 
Ghost occupies in our minds when we 
contemplate the magnitude and the im- 
portance of His operations. This may 
be a paradox, but it is no contradiction. 
Had the work of the Holy Ghost been 
confined to the mere externals of Chris- 
tianity, our great s^ritual enemy would 
probably have interfered but little with 
i*. Had the operations of the Holy 
Ghost begun and ended on the day of 
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Pentecost, our spiritual enemy would, in 
all probability, have left the truth of such 
a &ct, and the interest we might ourselves 
choose to take in it, uninterfered with. 
But knowing, as Satan must know, that 
this is no dead and inoperative truth, 
that, in fact, the work of the Divine 
Spirit lies at the very root and threshold 
of Christianity, that not a single isoul 
can ever be reconciled to God, until the 
Holy Ghost has exercised His powerful 
operation upon it, by reproving or con- 
vincing of sin; that, therefore, not 
one of all the many myriads of man- 
kind can be snatched out of Satan's 
destructive hands, not one can even be 
awakened to his delusions, and, therefore, 
that not one can either be freed, or even 
desirous to be freed from his cruel 
bondage, and from the hell that follows 
it, except by the power of this Divine 
Spirit; it is precisely what we should 
anticipate, and it is precisely what we find, 
that every effort of Satan is in constant. 
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unreoiitting exercise in blinding the eyes 
and hardening the hearts and even the 
existence c€ men to the power and the 
works of God tiie Holy Ghost 

Ma^ God grant that the efforts and 
machinations of onr spiritual enemy may 
be rendered firiuiless this day, while we 
proceed to speak of that work of the 
Divine Spirit, without having been the 
subject of which, not one among us can, 
at the present hour, upon scriptural 
grounds, believe that he is a child of 
God, or an inheritor of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Our Lord, then, declares, that the 
Spiiit shall begin His great work at all 
times and in all ages in the same 
manner, vis., by convincing of sin, and this 
not merely in a general way, not simply 
alluding to open and flagrant sins pf com- 
mission; for instance, convincing the 
murderer of his murder, the adulterer of 
his adultery, the thief of his thefit, but 
especially of a sin of omission, of one 
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sin, of one great and hemons sin, whidi 
the world thinks nothing of^ and knows 
nothing of, and yet of which He has 
undertaken to convince the world, that 
is, every individuaL in the world, who 
shall finally enter &e kii^dom o£ God.^^ 
^^ Of sin, because they bdieve not on 
me." Unbelief in Qirist as the co» 
eternal, co^ual. Son of the Father, is, 
in truth, the crowning and condemning 
sin of every sinner. Every other sin is 
against the law, this wi is against the 
Gospel : this is the sin which defiles every 
other action however morally good it may 
be, for the Word of God has declared, 
** Whatsoever is not of faith is sin." The 
sin, therefore, of imbelidf in Christ has 
this peculiar .property, that it turns every 
other action into sin. And while it thus 
ruins, nay, pc^scms what the world would 
call our good actions, see what it does 
veith our bad. It binds them upon our 
^ouls with links of iron, for it keeps 
them down from flying to take refuge in 
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the blood of Christ, their only remedy ; 
while this remains, therefore, it literally 
renders every other dn incurable and un- 
pardonable, by making us sin against the 
remedy, and therefore shutting us out 
firom the possibility of pardon and cure. 
Can you be surprised that every en- 
lightened minister preaches &ith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the one great sub- 
ject of his ministrations t Can. you be 
surprised that faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ is the one great subject of every 
book, and almost of every chapter in the 
Bible? Can you then be surprised 
that the absence of this, which, in fact, 
constitutes the sin of unbelief, should be 
just that especial sin against which the 
almighty power of the Spirit of God is 
so peculiarly exercised? Of every other 
sin a man may be convinced by the power 
of mere unassisted reason ; I do not mean 
that he may be so convinced as to turn 
from it to God; this human reason can 
never do: but he may be so convinced, 
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that if he is an honest man he will not 
deny it. The drunkard and the gamester, 
for instance, however low they [may be 
sunk in immorality, may be brought to 
acknowledge that they drink and game, 
and in many cases that by so doing they 
are offending God ; and even still further, 
in some instances, to forsake and actually 
to abjure for ever such sins as these by 
argument, unanswerable argument, upon 
the temporal misery and wretchedness 
they entail on them and on their families ; 
or by the earnest affectionate intreaties of 
those they love. Such things, though 
rare, are within the knowledge and ob- 
servation of us all ; we have aU probably 
seen some one of our acquaintance re- 
formed by the good advice or counsel of 
those around him, or by the painful les- 
sons of his own personal experience. 
But it is not so with the sin of which 
we are speaking — ^the sin of unbelief. 
Here human arguments are utterly un- 
availing. The man who is living in 
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neglect of the Loxd Jesus Christ, and of 
that saTing &ith in Him, ^nthout which 
he c^not be admitted, for he cannot be 
rendered fit to be admitted, into the 
heav^y mansions, is far beyond the 
reach of human argument, or affection- 
ate entreaty. Nay, more, he is as &r 
bey<md the reach even of s{aritual truth, 
unless the Holy Spirit act as its inter* 
preter and set it home upon his heart, 
else what means that saying in 1 Cor. 
iL 14, '^ The natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness imto him, neither can he 
know them, for they are spiritually dis- 
cerned." Here, then, in each and every 
case, the Holy Spirit of God begins the 
great work for which He came. He 
begins by convincing you of this sin, viz., 
unbelief. Whether He effects this by 
showing you, and He often does so effect 
it, the wretchedness and misery of your 
state by nature, your ingratitude to God, 
your flagrant breach of many or of all 
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His commandments; or whether, as in 
some cases He no doubt does, by showing 
you at once the preciousness of a Saviour, 
and the great and blessed truth that 
Jesus Christis "the way, the truth, and the 
life," it matters little. The process varies 
infinitely, the result is in all, yes, in 
every case in which the natural man 
becomes the spiritual man, in which we 
pass from death unto life, in which the 
soul can enter heaven, the result must be 
one and the same ; the soul must have 
been sooner or later convinced of this 
an, — that ** it believes not " in Jesus. 
Wherever conviction falls short of this, 
it falls short of converaon. You may be 
driven from a thousand sins, you may be 
driven into a thousand duties, yet if you 
be not driven out of this sin, xmbelief in 
Christ, if you be not driven into this 
duty, which invariably follows it, a simple 
coming to Christ, a, dosing with Christ, 
all else is vain. Work has been done, 
but the i^irit of God is not the doer of 
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it; ministers, Mends, self-interest, good 
sense, respectability, a thousand agents 
and a thousand means may have been 
employed, but they are all natural means, 
not spiritual, the result, therefore, is 
natural, not spiritual; and the end of 
this man, if he go no further, will be 
also natural, not spiritual; " That which 
is bom of flesh is flesh," and cannot in- 
herit the kingdom of heaven. 

We shall close our observations with a 
single personal application. Let each 
one ask himself before coming up to the 
table of the Lord this day. Has the Spirit 
of God ever truly convinced me of this 
sin — of unbelief in Jesus 1 It matters 
not how many sins you may have forsaken , 
if you have not deplored and forsaken 
this. It matters not how morally, how 
conscientiously, how scrupulously upright 
and honest and honourable has been your 
course, miless you are clear of this con- 
demning, soul-destroying sin. To con- 
vince men of this was the first work for 
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which the Spirit came down on earth to 
tabernacle among them. It is the first 
work, which He, even at this day, per- 
forms in every heart which He turns to 
God. If this has never been wrought 
in your heart, you need no other evi- 
dence that the Spirit of Grod has 
never made His entrance there; you 
need no other and no* stronger motive 
to seek earnestly, anxiously, perseveringly, 
for that, without which the paradise above 
is as certainly closed against you at this 
hour, as Eden once was closed to our 
first parents when the fiery sword turned 
every way to keep the way of the tree 
of life. 

But, on the other hand, do you feel 
that this great work has really been 
achieved for you ; do you find that the 
neglect of the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
only and all-sufficient Saviour, of which 
for many years of your life you were con- 
tinually and habitually guilty, is now re- 
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moT6d ; that yoor eyet have been opened 
to know that nnbelief is a sin ; that your 
conscienjce has been enlightened to feel 
that It is a flin; that yoar heart has 
been softened to deplore it as a sin, and 
tttrned to forsaka it as a sin ; so that yoa 
can now, although amidst much of igno- 
rance, much of weakness of ftdth, much 
of coldness of love, say^ witi!i a self*appro» 
priation of the Sa?k>ar and the Saviour's^ 
merits, " My Lord and my God ;" resting 
entirely upon His infinite sacriiice, and 
Hia perfect righteousness, for your accept* 
ance here and your salvation hereafter ; 
then, brethren^ to whom are you indebted 
for this great, this blessed, this invaluable 
change? We answer, simply and en- 
tirely toi God the Holy Ghost. But for 
that blessed Bdng, the eternal love of 
God th^ Father to you had been in vain ; 
but for that blessed BeJuig, the dying 
love of God the Son to you had been 
equally in vain; bo^t fer that blessed 
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Being, the golden chaiii of lore whiofai 
binds every believer here on earth tf> 
the throne of the Eternal in heaTen^ 
would have been in Tsin, fee it nerer 
could hare availed to reach your heaart; 
the last links of the chain would have 
been for ever wanting, and without them, 
though it might still hang before your 
eyes in all its beauty, vain would have 
been your outstretched arm, vain your 
every eflFort to grasp it, and to cling to it 
for safety ; never could you have reached 
it, never could you have drawn it to you, 
no power in heaven or earth could have 
befriended you ; but while you gazed in 
hopelessness and helplessness upon those 
links of light, your soul would have sunk 
away, fer, far beyond their reach, and 
perished everlastingly. Baise, then, your 
hearts in thanksgiving to Him, the holy 
and blessed Spirit of our God, the Guide, 
the Sanctifier, the Comforter of His 
people, who has thus fastened the chain 
of God's love upon your heart, and 
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bound you to Him for ever. Ascribe all 
honour and glory to God the Holy 
Ghost, to Grod the Son, to Qod the 
Father, Three Persons but one God, the 
ineffable Jehovah, now and for ever ! 



SERMON iLl. 
DEPARTURE FROM GOD. 



HOSEA XI. 8, 9. 

" HOW SHALL I GIVE THEE UP, BPHRAIM ? HOW SHALL 
I DELIVER THEE, ISRAEL ? HOW SHALL I MAKE THEE 
AS ADMAH? HOW SHALL I SET THEE AS ZEBOIM ? 
MINE HEART IS TURNED WITHIN ME, MY REPENTINGS 
ARE KINDLED TOGETHER. I WILL NOT EXECUTE 
THE FIERCENESS OF MINE ANGER, I WILL NOT RE- 
TURN TO DESTROY EPHRAIM, FOR I AM GOD, AND 
NOT MAN." 

There is a very close and remarkable 
analogy between the manner in which 
God conducts Himself towards nations, 
and the manner in which He treats us as 
individuals. So intimate, indeed, is the 
resemblance, that the spiritual history of 
the children of Israel is the spiritual 
history of ourselves ; and if we were to 

VOL. III. M 
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study that history closely, as it is written 
in the books of Exodus and Numbers 
and Kings, and as it is afterwards am- 
plified and illustrated by the Prophets, 
we should be astonished at the complete 
transcript it would afford us of our own 
behaviour to God, and of all God's deal- 
ings with us. 

In illustration of this remark, and in 
the hope of obtaining some important 
spiritual lessons by the consideration of 
it, it is my intention this morning to 
bring before you a large portion of the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 
believing that there is scarcely a passage 
in the Old Testament which, under 
God's blessing will tend more highly to 
exalt, more widely to extend, the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord than 
this affecting display of it. 

The chapter commences by the Al- 
mighty thus reminding the children of 
Israel, under the metaphor of a parent's 
treatment of his child, of His earliest 
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notice of them, when they could yet 
scarcely be called a nation, and were in 
their infant state in bondage in the land 
of Egypt, vi. 2. " When Israel was a 
child, then I loved Him and called my 
son out of Egypt. As they called them 
so they went from them ; they sacrificed 
unto Baalim and burnt incense to graven 
images." You will observe, that in the 
same passage God records His own love 
and compassion to Israel, and Israel's in- 
gratitude and disregard to Him. It was 
not only true that God had taken the 
children of Israel out of Egypt, but He 
had sent messengers to " call them " to 
Himself; and the peculiar aggravation 
of their conduct was manifest in this, 
that, *'as they were called," — i.e.,, in 
proportion to the clearness and loudness 
and faithfulness of the ministerial mes- 
sages they received, " so they went from 
them" that called them, and therefore 
from God. 

But again, God magnifies still further 
M 2 
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His mercy and His love to them, in the 
third verse, when He says, "I taught 
Ephraim (which is here synonymous with 
Israel) also to go, taking them by their 
arms, but they knew not that I healed 
them." How beautifully does this keep 
up the metaphor with which the chapter 
commenced, that Israel was the child and 
God his parent! Could the pencil of 
inspiration draw a more affecting picture 
of parental love I In the first verse God 
is represented loving Israel as an infant. 
In this the same thought is carried on by 
the expression, "I taught them to go, 
taking them by their arms." Have you 
ever seen a parent, when the growing 
infant has become impatient of the re- 
straint of its mother^s arms, and is as 
anxious as he is unable to walk, setting 
him on his feet, and stooping over him, 
and holding him up by his arms, and 
thus teaching him to go? Then have 
you an exact representation in your mind 
of the prophet's picture. But simple and 
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beautifdl as it is, it is not yet complete. 
As the infant advances further into child- 
hood, although still unable to walk alone, 
he gets beyond the mother's holding, and 
with the aid of a band or leading-strings, 
he is able to go on foot. To this stage then 
of helpless infency the Almighty next re- 
fers, when He says, " I drew them," or " I 
led them with the cords of a man, with 
bands of love : " showing that there was 
no single stage in the early growth of 
that most favoured nation, that the Lord 
had not acted to them the part of the 
tenderest of parents, even of the most 
patient and affectionate of mothers. 

But it is time that we apply this to 
ourselves. What God declares, in these 
verses, He has done for Israel, who is 
there among you this day who will venture 
to deny that He has done f )r you ? K I 
were addressing none but the real people 
of God, how delightful would it be to 
confine my observations upon these 
verses simply and entirely to the spi- 
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ritual blessings you have received. How 
many hearts would respond if with this 
view of the words I were to say, 
" When you were a child, then God 
loved you, and called you out of 
worse than Egyptian darkness into the 
light of the Gospel of His dear Son." 
But though we dare not go this length 
in addressing all, — ^though we dare not 
congratulate all upon escaping from a 
bondage in which too many are, we fear, 
even now entrammelled, — still may we 
say to each and to every one, without 
fear of contradiction, " When you were 
a child, then God loved you." It is for 
you to answer to your own hearts and to 
God, whether that love of God has met 
with a reciprocal love from you, whether 
you returned that love; and when He 
said, " Seek ye my face," your soul re- 
plied, " Thy face. Lord, will I seek;" or, 
whether, instead of thus returning with 
gratitude the countless mercies of your 
God, and delighting to yield Him the 
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obedience of a renewed and loving heart, 
that which is here declared of Israel, be 
true of yourselves, " As they called them, 
so they went from them." If it be so, 
brethren, a fearful weight of responsibility 
hangs over <you. If in childhood your 
infant hands were joined together in 
prayer, — prayer long dnce, alas, for- 
gotten and despised ; if in boyhood you 
had sound advice, holy precepts, devout 
examples, all long since disregarded and 
disobeyed ; if in manhood you have had 
the truths of God's Word and the invi- 
tations of His dear Son and the strivings 
of His good Spirit, all dealing with your 
soul, and if you have heard them not to 
receive and to obey, but to trifle with and 
to neglect them, how fearful is the pa- 
rallel, " As He called, so they went from 
Him." 

But, if still further, you have, indeed, 
to thank God for some, at least, of those 
spiritual mercies to which I have re- 
ferred ; if He has called you, at least, 
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into the visible Church of the Redeemer, 
and numbered you among His professing 
people, and in the first feeble footsteps of 
your spiritual life, " taught you to go," 
leading you on with bands of love, taking 
you by your arms, and thu«, when diffi- 
culties and impediments were upon your 
road, lifting you over them, and when 
your feet had well nigh slipped, lifting 
you up, and all this with a tenderness 
and a forbearance which no earthly pa- 
rent could ever emulate, — look careftJly, 
whether the accusations brought against 
the Israelites be in any measure merited 
by yourselves; "They knew not that I 
healed them." " My people are bent to 
backsliding from me." 

How painful is such a conclusion to 
such a narrative, such a background to 
such a picture ; and yet, if the history 
of all nations and of all individuals 
were fairly told, how often would it 
form a most undoubted parallel ! " The 
ox knoweth his owner and the ass his 
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master^s crib, but Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider." Examine, 
then, yourselves, brethren, whether it be 
in any degree descriptive of your own 
walk and conversation. The whole pur- 
pose for which the Almighty has in the 
preceding verses summed up His lov- 
ing-kindnesses and tender compassion 
to Israel, is, to point out the more 
strongly and unanswerably their ingra- 
titude in thus backsliding from Him. 
God accuses them, not merely of a 
single instance, or a partial backsliding, 
but He says expressly, " My people are 
bent to backsliding from me." It has 
become a habit, a course of life, there 
is nothing to extenuate it, no sudden 
temptation which has drawn them oflE, 
starting aside like a broken bow, but they 
are resolved in the retrograde course on 
which they have entered, and bent upon 
it. Now, mark still further, the evidence 
which the Almighty brings to the truth 
of this charge. "Though they called 
M 3 
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thee to the Most High, none at all would 
exalt Hun." Upon this charge the Al- 
mighty is content to rest the full and 
sufficient evidence of their guilt. They 
had sinned; not from ignorance, not 
casually, not unpremeditatedly, not un- 
warned of its consequences, not uninvited 
to return. God. had sent especial mes- 
sengers to call them back, prophets and 
preachers to invite, to urge, to intreat 
them to return, but none would hearken, 
none would comply, none would unite to- 
gether to " exalt God." 

The prophet says expressly, " None 
at all would exalt Him," Applying 
these words first nationally, as they 
were originally spoken; what can be 
said of our own most highly-favoured 
country] Is it the first object of her 
great men and of her rich men, of the 
higher classes, of the middle classes, of 
the lower classes, of any rank or order 
in society to unite together to exalt the 
most High ? Can we find anything that 
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would justify us in such a conclusion? 
What a widely-different picture would 
this Christian country present to the eye 
of men, of angels, yea, of God Himself, 
if such were really the first object of its 
ambition; if its legislative enactments 
all bore this blessed purpose full in view ; 
if the advancement of science, the pro- 
gress of colonization, the extension of 
trade were all undertaken with a sincere 
and hearty desire to exalt the glory and 
extend the name and spread the dominion 
of God the Father and of His Son Jesus 
Christ, wherever the British flag should 
be unfiirled ; if, of all the thousand ves- 
sels sailing from her ports, not one but 
carried forth, whatever else might be her 
cargo, a supply of the bread of life ; if, 
of all her hundred thousand travellers 
and residents in foreign parts, not one 
had left her shores, without a heart truly 
converted to God, without an honest de- 
sire to exalt the Most High, by the spi- 
rituality of his life and the consistency of 
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his Christian conduct, his regard for 
God's name and God's day and God's 
Word whithersoever he went. 

Alas! brethren, I need not tell you 
that these things are not so ; that, as a 
nation, we have much to answer for, 
in causing the name of God to be 
blasphemed, and Protestantism to be des- 
pised by the Roman Catholic nations of 
Europe, in our too ready compliance 
with their own ungodly customs, and by 
a licentiousness scarcely to be equalled 
among themselves. But we must not 
content ourselves with any application of 
this important subject which does not 
reach the case and the heart of every 
individual among us. Every word of the 
passage before us is written for you as 
much as if it were written for you alone. 
Ask yourselves one question, and answer 
it to your own souls, and to God, honestly 
and sincerely. In what manner are you 
individually endeavouring to " exalt the 
Most High?" Consider, brethren, Is 
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God exalted by a brief and single attend- 
ance upon His worship on the Sabbath- 
day, while the remainder of its hallowed 
hours is spent in visiting, in the Parks, 
or in trifling and worldly conversation? 
Is God exalted by a mere head know- 
ledge of the truths of His holy Word, 
while the heart remains unrenewed, the 
life unchanged? Is God exalted when 
the same persons are seen crowding with 
a great assiduity to the solemn services 
of God in a week-day service and to the 
lasciviousness of a midnight or Sabbath- 
morning opera? Brethren, this may 
exalt you in your own esteem by satis- 
fying your conscience, and making a com- 
promise with the Most High, by scrupu- 
lously performing certain religious duties 
as a set-off against certain worldly and 
forbidden gratifications; but be assured 
it does not exalt God. 

No! God is exalted when sin is for- 
saken, when prayer, public prayer, social 
prayer, and secret prayer, is perseveringly 
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and faithfully and fervently offered; 
when His hallowed day is hallowed 
throughout ; and above all, when His 
dear Son is so precious to your souls, 
that your constant inquiry is, What shall 
I render to the Lord for all the benefits 
that He hath done unto mel What 
self-denial can I practise, what that is 
displeasing to Him can I give up, what 
acts of charity, especially to those of the 
household of feith, can I practise for the 
love of His name? What neglected 
duties at home to my family, or abroad 
to my neighbours, to my country, to my 
God, can I, by His assisting grace, perform 
and thus glorify my Redeemer, and exalt 
the Most High t 

There may be some among you whom 
even these inquiries do not reach, a more 
spiritually enlightened class, in fact, some 
even among God's own children, who are 
still " bent upon backsliding from God." 
Need I describe you to yourselves ? 
Need I tell you that your love to God 
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has grown cold, that your prayers are 
few and formal, that the world has made 
great and rapid inroads upon your heart, 
that the time given to private reading of 
the Word of God and secret meditation, 
and self-examination is much shortened, 
often pretermitted, or, in some cases, 
wholly given up ; that you now are ready 
to think your former views too strict, to 
believe that some even of the doptrines of 
divine truth which you once held are 
questionable, that many of the self-deny- 
ing duties which you once practised are 
unnecessary; that there should be more 
of sympathy, more of friendship between 
you and the world; that however 
others may have made shipwreck of their 
faith amidst its dangerous quicksands, 
you can navigate in safety there, and even 
carry the message of peace and reconcilia- 
tion to those hostile shores. Thousands 
are yearly thus deceived and ruined. 
Though you know it not, you are in the 
sight of God not merely a wavering 
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friend, but little short of an open enemy ; 
" He that gathereth not with me, scat- 
tereth abroad," said the Saviour Himself. 

what a painful sight to the Lord Jesus 
Christ must be one backsliding child in 
His redeemed family. After His effectual 
calling, His tender watching, His careful 
guarding through so many troubles, and 
from so many temptations, now to behold 
your backward walk, to be compelled to 
say, " My people are bent to backsliding 
from me ;" or, as He was painfully com- 
pelled to ask in the days of His flesh, 
" Will ye also go away ?" After all that 

1 have done for thee, and more than this, 
after all that I have borne from thee, of 
waywardness and sluggishness and re- 
bellion, after all that I have pardoned, 
and all that I have forgotten, wilt thou 
now depart from me and walk no more 
with me ? 

If a man were to treat with you, my 
brethren, under such circumstances, — a 
man of great rank and power and in- 
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fluence, to whom you had thus conducted 
yourself, — how imperious would be his 
language, how harsh his measures, how 
complete and decisive his separation from 
yoxi. Probably not even a word of expos- 
tulation would ever be addressed to you, 
certainly not a syllable of intreaty to 
remain, while all the benefit flowed from 
him, and all the opposition came from 
you. Now mark the way in which your 
heavenly Father deals with you. Listen 
to His blessed words, and let your stub- 
bom hearts, ye backsliding children of 
God, be broken into penitence, and sub- 
dued into the deepest feelings of grati- 
tude and love, while you listen. These 
are His own most gracious words to you, 
" How shall I give thee up, Ephraim ? 
How shall I deliver thee, Israel ? (i. e., 
into the hand and will of their enemies) 
How shall I make thee as Admah ? How 
shall I set thee asZeboim]" In other 
words, How shall I treat thee as Sodom 
and Gomorrah, for Admah and Zeboim 
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were destroyed with the cities of the 
plain. '* Mine heart is turned within 
me, my repentings are kindled together. 
I will not execute the fierceness of mine 
anger, I will not return to destroy 
Ephraim, for," observe, I beseech you, the 
force, the beauty, of the reason, " for I 
am God, and not man." Let man trample 
upon his enemy when he refuses to sub- 
mit, when, after countless obligations, he 
turns against his benefactor, and though 
invited to return, wanders only the far- 
ther from him, but " I am God, and not 
man." I will pity, I will love, I will 
bring back even the backslider himself 
to the arms of my mercy. What an ex- 
pression is that with which this most 
striking passage commences, " How shall 
I give thee up?" There may be con- 
duct in a child beyond which the ten- 
derest love of a parent cannot pass ; deeds 
which it cannot, must not overlook; 
habits of disobedience and estrangement 
of so old a growth that they outlive even 
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a mother's love, and all its blessed ties 
have one by one been snapped asunder, 
until that love itself lay in the grave 
which rebellion and neglect have dug for 
it, and the parent and the child have been 
estranged for ever. It is not so with God! 
The dearest love that ever parent knew, 
is but a faint, faint shadow of the affec- 
tion wherewith God beholds His child- 
ren, His children purchased with the 
precious blood of His only, best beloved 
Son. He says to you, now farthest wan- 
dering, who " have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and been made partakers of the 
Holy Ghost," " How shall I give thee 
up?" How shall I deliver thee over to 
him who desires to have thee that he 
may sift thee as wheat? how shall I 
make thee as Sodom and Gomorrah? 
" My heart is turned within me, my re- 
pentings are kindled together." What 
are the feelings with which you, O back- 
sliding sinner, can hear such a declara- 
.tion ? Is there a secret joy within your 



260 DEPARTURE FROM GOD. 

breast, which seems to say, Is this indeed 
the Word of God 1 Will God away with 
sin, will He be thus indifferent to the 
guilt of His people, then may I go on in 
my unhallowed course, as one who having 
once been " made a partaker of the Holy 
Ghost," is safe for ever. Is this the 
language of your heart ? Then, be as- 
sured, as the prophet says, " Your spot is 
not the spot of God's children," You are 
utterly, almost irrecoverably deceived. 
The very fact that you can draw a license 
for continuance in sin from such a display 
of God's tenderness and love, is sufficient 
proof that, as the Apostle solemnly ex- 
presses it of all who do evil that good 
may come, Your " damnation is just." 
You are not now, you never were, God 
grant that you may one day be, among 
His people. 

But is your feeling of a far, far differ- 
ent kind from this ? Are you humbled, 
softened, subdued, struck even into the 
dust, by the thought that God's heart ia 
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turned toward you still? That in all 
your wanderings He has loved and 
watched over you, deeply anxious for 
your retum^that now He is holding out 
the helping hand, and bestowing the gift 
of His free Spirit, and winning you back 
in penitence and submission to Himself? 
And is the heart's desire of your soul unto 
the Lord 1 will you give up every habit, 
every friend, every sinftd practice, which 
has so long estranged and kept you from 
Him? I say every sinful practice; for if but 
one be retained, however small, be assured 
that you will never know real peace of 
mind and real enjoyment of God; for 
this never is vouchsafed until the whole 
heart is surrendered in affectionate obe- 
dience to the Lord Jesus Christ. But 
if you are truly anxious thus to return 
and devote yourself in body, soul, and 
spirit to His blessed service, then to you 
are the words of this salvation sent, " I 
will not execute the fierceness of mine 
anger, I will not return to destroy 
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Ephraim, for I am God, and not man." 
And when God says, " I will not de- 
stroy," it need not be told you that He as 
distinctly says, I will lasti^^gly, finally, 
irrevocably save. Only stand not still 
one moment in your present state, sleep 
not, for it is death ; return instantly and 
unhesitatingly to the God from whom 
you have wandered, and watch as for 
your life against every thing that may 
lead you but one step backward after 
your return. Remember that all which 
Satan or the world ever ask for, is but 
one step at a time, and this usually, a 
very small, sometimes almost an im- 
perceptible step, but that once gained 
inevitably makes way for more. The 
worst crime ever committed by a child of 
God, even murder itself, grew from a 
single false step, from only once looking 
upon a forbidden object. Therefore, 
dearly beloved, " stand fast in the Lord." 
All your backsliding shall be pardoned, 
all your wanderings forgiven, if you wiU 
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only now by God's grace return unto. 
Him who shall abundantly pardon; for 
has He not said, " If the wicked return, 
and walk in the statutes of life without 
committing iniquity, he shall surely live, 
he shall not die. None of his sins that 
he hath committed shall be mentioned 
unto him." Rejoice, then, in promises not 
too good, not too great, to be made true ; 
for God has declared that all His pro- 
mises, and surely these are not excluded, 
are yea and amen in Christ Jesus. There 
is the seal which God Himself has 
stamped upon them. Who shall tear 
off that seal? Who before the great and 
last tribunal shall lay anything to the 
charge of God's elect ? Is it God ? He 
justifieth. Who shall condemn you 
there? Is it Christ? He died, yea, 
rather is risen again, and is even at the 
right hand of God making intercession 
for them. Who then shall separate you, 
finally, eternally, from the love of Christ ? 
Has not the apostle answered the ques- 
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tion once and for ever when he said, " I 
am persuaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature shall be able to separate us from 
the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord." 



SERMON XII. 
THE CHEISTIAN'S DEATH IS GAIN. 



Philipfiaks I. 21. 

" TO DIE IS GAIN." 

Death is a topic which has long been 
banished by tacit, but universal consent, 
from every place but the pulpit. From 
the conversation of the worldly-minded, 
it is naturally and wisely excluded, for 
how would the " children of this world 
be wiser in their generation than the 
children of light" if it were not so? 
Where would be their wisdom had they 
not totally banished the consideration of 
a subject, which to their hearts must 
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inevitably bring with it "lamentation 
and mourning and woe." 

It is not strange, therefore, that in 
such society it should be a forbidden 
topic, it is not marvellous if they, who 
are resolved to live as though they should 
never die, resolve also to exclude a sub- 
ject which, if admitted, would write " va- 
nity of vanities " upon every object of 
their worthless existence, and break every 
chain which binds them to their gilded 
follies. This is neither unnatural nor 
unaccountable, but is it not both, that 
we Christians, who profess to have a 
hope beyond the grave, who profess to 
look at death but as the brief and tran- 
sient passage from a world of misery 
and sin, to an existence of purity and 
peace, should equally banish it from our 
thoughts and conversations ? Think you 
that this was an interdicted topic in the 
conversation of the man who could write 
the words of the text 1 Think you, that 
he who said, with reference to this mortal 
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body, " In this we groan, earnestly de- 
siring to be clothed upon with our house 
which is from heaven," did not frequently 
and cheerftilly converse upon the season, 
when " mortality should be swallowed 
up of life." We cannot doubt it, and if 
the subject be a sad and cheerless one 
to ourselves, we fear the difference is 
this ; when they of old spake of death, 
their faith in Jesus, in His blood, in His 
promises, was so unbounded, that they 
looked across the grave to the bright 
land beyond it, and never saw the fear- 
ftQ chasm; their hearts were so closely 
united to Him, who had gone to prepare 
a place for them, that where He is, there 
might also His people be, that they 
thought of nothing but the joys of being 
with Christ, and of beholding His glory^ 
When we speak of death, our faith in 
this same Saviour, who has robbed it of 
its sting, is so weak, that our thoughts 
all centre and settle upon the act of death 
and the passage of the grave, and make 
N 2 
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us doubt if we shall ever cross it, ot eke 
we are lost in a vague uncertainty of all 
that is to follow, which robs us of the most 
delightful anticipations that can cheer 
the Christian's pilgrimage. Let us, how- 
ever, this morning endeavour, for a while 
at least, to cast aside these feelings, so 
unworthy of the Christian's privileges, 
to imitate the apostle, and humbly im- 
ploring the assistance of the guiding and 
comforting Spirit of God, take a bright 
and cheering view of what is too often 
made a dark and gloomy subject. 

In such a boundless theme, that we 
may refrain from common-place observa- 
tions upon the brevity of time, the im- 
certainty of human life, and the certainty 
of its close, we shall confine ourselves 
as strictly as possible to the single view 
of the subject presented in the text, " To 
die is gain." 

The first point which we think may be 
established by this declaration is, that the 
gain consequent upon death, is an im- 
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mediate gain ; that they who die in the 
Lord pass at once into a state of exist- 
ence, which, wherever or whatever it 
may be, is according to the calculation 
of the apostle, even to a devoted servant 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, great " gain:" 
certainly, therefore, the state of the dis- 
embodied spirits cannot be a state of in- 
sensibility, which could never have been 
truly denominated a gain to those to 
whom " to live is Christ," and who are 
even now in the actual enjoyment of the 
spiritual presence of their Redeemer, and 
engaged in his service. The state, there- 
fore, upon which they who die in the 
Lord enter at the hour of death, although 
not possessed of all the happiness they 
will ultimately inherit, when the soul 
and body are for ever re-united, is as- 
suredly possessed of a large and blessed 
portion of the joys at God's right hand. 
Many declarations of Holy Writ 
might be adduced to establish this truth, 
the opposition to which, after having been 
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for centuries laid to rest in the Church 
of Christ, has in our days been again 
revived. I trust, however, that this 
theory will be received by every sincere 
Christian with the greatest caution ; for, 
although these dangerous consequences 
are by no means contemplated by the 
truly pious men who revived this ex- 
ploded error, the enemies of revelation 
have always made the doctrine of a tem- 
porary sleep of the human soul a step, 
and as they think a very decisive step, 
towards the establishment of its eternal 
sleep. As long, however, as the promise 
of our Lord to the penitent thief on the 
cross, '^Verily, I say unto thee. To-day 
thou shalt be with me in paradise^"^ can 
be considered as the answer to that prayer 
of faith, " Lord, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom," so' long must 
it be decisive to most minds that the pro- 
mise was of present and instantaneous 
fulfilment, and that on the very day on 
which the pardoned malefactor breathed 
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out his soul upon the cross, it was re- 
ceived into the presence of its Kedeemer, 
and admitted into the paradise of God. 
Most powerfully also is the important 
truth, that the gain of death is an im*- 
mediate gain, corroborated by this de- 
claration of St. Paul, '' I am in a strait 
between two, having a desire to depart and 
to be with Christ, which is fer better." 
If, upon his departure from this life, 
St. Paul was not to have been with Him 
in whom his soul delighted, would he 
have deemed the exchange desirable] 
Could an apostle have thought it " far 
better" to sleep than to wake; to be 
idle than to work; to be in a state of 
insensibility, than to live and labour for 
the glory of God? Could an apostle 
have so anxiously desired to be with 
Christ, if he could not have enjoyed his 
company and have known that he was 
with Him ? Surely, St. Paul would have 
been in no strait between the two, had 
he conceived that he was to have ex- 



272 THE CHRISTIANAS 

changed his present knowledge of Christ 
and service to Him, and such blessed in- 
tervals of close and spiritual communion 
with Him as he could enjoy here, for a 
state of senseless existence in His personal 
presence. Where is the Christian even 
at the present day, cold as is our love 
to Christ, weak and imperfect our inter- 
course with Him, — where is the Chris- 
tian who, if this were true, would agree 
with the apostle? Where is the Chris- 
tian, who, if he believed his soul should 
sleep until the general resurrection, or 
even till the day of millennial glory, would 
desire " to be clothed upon with his 
house which is from heaven," while he 
is able in the earthly house of this ta- 
bernacle to enjoy so much of the abiding 
presence of his Creator and Redeemer ? 
No! If " to live be Christ," better, in- 
finitely better to live the longest, weariest, 
most afflicted life on earth, nay, to con- 
tinue here till the hour when the last 
morning shall dawn upon us, than to 
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leave all the blessings of the sanctuary, 
and all the felt and acknowledged pre- 
isence of our God, to dream away the 
drowsy centuries which may yet roll 
on before the Judgment-day commences. 
Every feeling of the renewed heart, every 
thought of the spiritually enlightened 
mind, shrinks from so cold and desolate 
a prospect ! We believe, and we rejoice 
to believe, that, although the full fruition 
of God's people will be delayed until the 
reunited soul and body can participate 
together, the freed spirit will no sooner 
leave its poor decaying partner here be- 
low, than it will rise on angel wings into 
the presence of its Redeemer. We 
doubt not, that many an ascription of 
praise which here has faltered on dying 
lips, and been cut short by the stroke 
of death, has been concluded upon the 
golden harps of paradise. 

If this be the opinion at which we arrive 
ft;om a careftil perusal of the Word, it is 
still more powerftdly corroborated by the 
N 3 
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testimony of our truly Scriptural Church, 
who leaves no doubt on the minds of her 
members when she thus expresses herself 
in her funeral service : " Almighty God, 
with whom do live the spirits of them that 
depart hence in the Lord, and with whom 
the souls of the faithful, after they are 
delivered from the burden of the flesh, 
are (not shall be) in joy and felicity," 
speaking, as you will observe, in both 
instances, of a present, not a future 
blessing, these spirits do now live with 
God, they are now in joy and felicity. 
Surely, then, "to die is gain" in the 
first place, because it brings an imme- 
diate access of joy and rest and happiness 
to the departed spirit, because, though 
the agonies of death may be terrible, the 
joys of paradise are close at hand; though 
the passage be dark and dreary through 
which we are called to pass, our sojourn 
in it is but for a moment, before it opens 
into the " light which no man may ap- 
proach unto." 
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The next point under which we shall 
consider that " to die is gain," is, that 
as we have seen that it is an immediate, 
so it is also a perfect, an uninterrupted 
enjoyment. The present life, even the 
spiritual life of the true believer in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, is continually mixed 
with pollution and tainted with sin. 
When we would do good, evil is present 
with us ; when we speak of peace, our 
spiritual enemies make themselves ready 
for battle, and even the small degree of 
quiet which we are permitted occasionally 
to enjoy, is rather an armed truce than a 
lasting peace, for it is to be preserved only 
with the sword in our hand, and a continual 
warfare against the world, the flesh, and 
the devil. But death finishes all these 
conflicts, and he who is made " more 
than conqueror " then, wiU be more than 
conqueror throughout eternity. Again, 
the people of God are, even to the 
end, a suflering and an afflicted people, 
although, as the apostle says, they are 
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acknowledged as " living stones " in the 
temple of the Lord, they are not yet 
wholly prepared and meetened for the 
glorious station they are to occupy here- 
after. Therefore, that our Heavenly Fa- 
ther may shape and fashion them ac- 
cording to His will. He is continually 
subjecting them to the sharp instruments 
of temptation and adversity, to render 
them fit for His temple in the New 
Jerusalem. In their families, in their 
fortunes, in their health, or in their con- 
nexions, there are for ever, while on 
earth, some marks of the parental rod, 
some trials even for the dearest of 
God's children. How widely diflferent 
will it be when they are removed into 
the edifice for which they are now pre- 
paring! We are told in Holy Writ, 
that in the building of Solomon's Temple, 
the sound of the axe and the hammer 
were never heard. The stones were all 
hewn in the quarries, and prepared and 
polished at a distance, and then silently 
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placed one upon another in that magnifi- 
cent edifice, where they remained sacred 
and inviolable. 

How beautiful a similarity to the 
manner in which the great Architect is, 
even at the present hour, preparing these 
living stones for the heavenly temple. 
This world is the quarry in which He is 
subjecting them to the most cutting 
afflictions and the sharpest sorrows, but 
when He who has " loved them, and given 
Himself for them," shall " present them 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such 
thing," and carry them forth and place 
them in the eternal building, the sound of 
the axe and the hammer will be no more 
heard, for " there, and there alone, is 
quietness and assurance for ever." Of 
that innumerable multitude there is no 
eye that weeps, no heart that sighs, no 
^tongue that complains. The "rest that 
remaineth for the people of God " is com- 
plete, the joy of which they partake is 
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perfect, the inheritance to which they are 
called is undefiled and fadeth not away« 
Lastly, if, as we have seen, " to die is 
gain," because the happiness which suc- 
ceeds it is immediate and infinite, still 
more obviously is it so because this hap- 
piness is eternal. It is perhaps in this 
view of the subject more than any other 
that the gain of death is manifest; it 
stamps a perpetuity upon all that we 
have obtained. On earth the happiest 
hours pass the most quickly, and the 
tenderest relationships are often the most 
suddenly dissolved. Even in spiritual 
things the same imperfection mingles. 
A Sabbath*day of peace, and we again 
pass into the bustle and tumult of the 
world ; a few hours of daily reading and 
meditation, and the cares and troubles of 
life are again clamorous at our hearts; 

a few moments of brief communion with 

• 

our Grod, and we are again cold and lan-i 
guid and insensible. It will not be so 
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then— there will be love and adoration 
and praises always the same, and yet 
always new, *'They rest not day nor 
night" from their perfect services, is the 
description of the worshippers of the 
heavenly temple. No coldness, no dead- 
ness, no languor, no fatigue ever inter- 
venes. Night and sleep, as has often 
been observed, two of the greatest bless- 
ings in our state of imperfection, are not 
known to the inhabitants of the courts 
above ; they would only be a painful in- 
terruption to a worship which never 
wearies, to a joy which never fatigues. 
How blessed a harmony when the fall 
chorus of heaven shall sing, " This God 
is our God for ever and ever!" These, 
my brethren, are among the gains of 
death, which, if we be indeed reconciled 
to God, through Jesus Christ, we can, 
even now, with all our ignorance and 
imperfection, in some little degree appre- 
ciate. And is this a subject upon which 
a Christian should not speak ? Is it not 



280 THE christian's 

rather a subject on which a Christian 
should find it difficult to cease to speak 'i 
Faint and dark as are our views of these 
blissiul realities, who does not delight to 
linger among them, and to think of the 
hour when by the mercies of a Saviour's 
love he may himself be a partaker ? Who 
does not love to contemplate in imagina- 
tion those who are already there, once 
the companions perhaps of his own pil- 
grimage on earth, and now rejoicing in 
the unclouded presence of their God in 
heaven. 

Surely, then, this is a topic which 
ought not too deeply to wound the 
heart, or sadden the countenance of a 
Christian — if " to die be gain" to those 
to whom " to live is Christ," then should 
the consideration of it not be to them a 
mournful or distasteful employment. 
The man of business does not usually 
dislike to calculate his riches; the man 
of pleasure to recapitulate his joys ; and 
.why should the Christian shun the con- 
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sideration of a subject involving all his 
riches, all his joys throughout eternity. 
Surely, if death be so painful in anticipa- 
tion, it will not be cheerful in reality. 
If we cannot think of it without melan- 
choly, we shall not, I fear, meet it with 
rejoicing. Look carefiilly into your 
hearts, my brethren, and if, after making 
every fair and reasonable allowance for the 
pain which all must experience, and which 
the Christian is surely permitted to expe- 
rience upon severing those ties of earth that 
are nearest and dearest to him, there is stiU 
an overwhelming fear of death, inquire 
honestly into the reason ; see whether it 
flows not from a habitual neglect of that 
Saviour, one of the merciful intentions of 
whose mission it was, as the apostle ex- 
presses it, " to deUver them who through 
fear of death were all their life time sub- 
ject to bondage." See whether it may not 
be from want of a real heart-changing 
reception of the doctrines of the Gospel of 
peace ; observe careftdly, and may the 
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Spirit of God assist you in the search^ 
whether this fear of death, this disincli- 
nation to dwell upon subjects such as 
these, proceed not from an habitual and 
overweening love of the pleasures and 
the follies of this present evil world ; be 
assured there is nothing which so effec* 
tually deadens every spiritual feeling, 
extracts from your religion all its peace 
and all its joy, and in your case returns 
again to death, the sting of which your 
Redeemer dispossessed him; nothing does 
this so effectually as living upon the ex«- 
treme edge even of allowable induL* 
gences. But if no one of these be the 
reason which wiU account for the con- 
tinuance of this fear of death in your 
bosoms, if you have indeed a good hope 
through grace, and are endeavouring, 
earnestly and faithfully endeavouring, to 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
your life and conversation, and to be sepa- 
rate from the world of the ungodly, and 
yet cannot dwell upon the subject of this 
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discourse with calmness and satisfaction, 
I would suggest to you that you are not 
living up to your privileges ; that you do 
not sufficiently bear in mind that the 
Word of God declares of all such that 
Christ has taken away the handwriting of 
ordinances which was against you, nail- 
ing it to His cross ; that " He has for- 
given you all trespasses ;" that He who 
has made you His own will keep you His 
own until He brings you into His king- 
dom. The word of Him who cannot 
deceive you is pledged to these promises. 
Cease not, therefore, to seek at a throne 
of grace that scriptural and humble assur- 
ance which is founded upon the promises 
of God, and which is equally removed 
from an ungodly or self-righteous state 
of confidence, as from an unworthy and 
unholy state of doubt. 

" These things have I written unto 
you that ye may know that ye have eter- 
nal life," are the words of St. John. It 
may be, and we believe it is, sufficient 



286 THE christian's 

can be no gain to the man cut off in a 
career of unforsaken, unrepented sin. 
To the worldly man, therefore, we have 
not spoken and cannot speak of the gain 
of death. There are indeed those who 
speak of death, as if to die were always 
gain, as if death were in all cases a happy 
release; most miserable and most fatal 
delusion ! How fearfully to be dispelled ! 
K it be a gain for the shipwrecked 
mariner when his vessel goes to pieces to 
find himself floating on the surface of the 
troubled deep, without a plank or a boat 
or a rock to which to cling for succour, 
then may it be called a gain for the im- 
penitent sinner to find himself thus alone 
upon the ocean of eternity. If it be a 
happy release for the criminal to exchange 
the prison for the scaffold, then may it be 
a happy release for the sinner to rush 
upon his eternal doom. " To die is gain" 
in no case, under no circumstances of 
bodily suffering however agonising and 
acute, unless by having been made one 
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with Christ, and Christ with you, you are 
prepared to die, prepared for all that 
follows after death, prepared to meet your 
God. 

The sting of death is sin, — the inquiry 
for every soul, equally affecting all ranks 
and all ages, is this. Has Christ drawn 
that sting for youl Have you been so 
brought to God by Him, so cleansed 
from the guilt of your sins, and freed 
from their power, that you are able to 
say, " Thanks be unto God, who hath 
given me the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ." After death cometh the 
judgment. Are you so trusting to the 
righteousness of your Eedeemer, so en- 
gaged in fulfilling the apostolic injunction 
of putting on the Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you may be enabled to stand before that 
tribimal complete in him. After the judg- 
ment comes to the redeemed an eternity 
of happiness to be spent in the presence 
of God, and in the company of all His 
glorified children. Are you now seeking 
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by the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit to be made meet to be a partaker 
of the inheritance of the saints ? Is your 
heart ab-eady there 1 is it a delight to you 
to share in their occupations, and to join, 
however imperfectly, in their blessed em- 
ployments of praising and serving God ? 
Are you in earnest setting your aflfections 
on things above, where Christ sitteth at 
the right hand of God ? These are 
most important inquiries, but they must 
be left to your own soul to answer, and 
may God grant that according to the 
grace given unto you, you may one day 
be able to give an answer of peace ; if, 
with the apostle, not having hitherto 
obtained, neither being already perfect, 
you will now press forward toward the 
mark of the prize of your high calling, 
if you will now engage in earnestly and 
fervently praying, seeking and striving 
for these things here, doubt not that you 
shall hereafter, for the sake of your Re- 
deemer, be employed in possessing, enjoy- 
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ing, and living for ever in them. To 
you, as you advance in your Christian 
course here upon earth, to " live will be 
Christ," and therefore, come when it may, 
" to die will be gain." 
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We need not bid, for cloistered cell. 
Our neighbours and our work farewell, 
Nor strive to wind ourselves too bigb, 
For sinful man beneath the sky : 

The trivial round, the common task, 
Will furnish all we ought to ask ; 
Boom to deny ourselves — a road 
To bring us daily nearer God. 

The Chbistiak Yeab. 



My dear Parishioners, 
The state of my health has been such, 
since my appointment to the spiritual 
charge of this parish, that I have been 
unable even to make the attempt to be- 
come personally acquainted with many 
among you; may I therefore take per- 
mission to address you thus upon a most 
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important subject, which, if I were other- 
wise circumstanced, might perhaps, more 
appropriately form the tenour of oral 
communication. 

With immediate reference to the topic 
to which I allude, I would endeavour to 
express my own feelings Inwards all and 
each of you, by adopting the language 
of an apostle towards his brethren, " My 
heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel 
is, that they might be saved."* 

It is not, I hope, too much to say, that 
feeling this desire, I have no wish so 
near my heart, none which so entirely 
occupies my thoughts, and prayers, as 
to fulfil those duties, of which the same 
apostle to Timothy says, " In doing this 
th(5u shalt both save thyself and them 
that hear thee."t 

The work, then, which thus weighs 
upon my mind, is one which equally 
affects both people and ministers, viz. 
the SALVATION OF OUR SOULS. Aided by 

* Romans x. 1. -f 1 Tim. iv. 16. 
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those able and devoted men, my fellow- 
labourers among you, ** in the Lord," I 
trust, while time remains to me, I may 
be permitted in some degree to perform 
my share, while it is my heartfelt desire 
in this letter, to excite you, by God's 
grace, to be earnest in fulfilling yours. 

If you inquire, " Why this urgent 
call to this great duty at this particular 
season r** I reply, because this season 
itself most loudly and distinctly demands 
it. It is the time, when you are espe- 
cially surrounded by the mercies and the 
blessings, which God has given you. — 
That is a call upon you. When your 
children, and in some cases your chil- 
dren's children, gather round you in 
harmony .and peace, — That is a call upon 
you. When your very family-parties 
themselves, if all other monitors were 
still, would silently, but solemnly preach 
to you the lapse of years, the approach 
of eternity — and surely That is a still 
* Christmas. 
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louder call upon you. For look only at 
the happiest assemblage at which you 
have been, or shall be, present this 
season, and observe whether it contain 
no urgent motives to be earnest, to be 
zealous, to be immediate in the great 
work of your salvation. Behold those 
who at your annual meetings, were even 
within your memory, seated as children, 
at the bottom of the table, at which their 
fathers and their grandfathers presided, 
now moving gradually upward, taking 
possession of the places which but a few 
years since were filled by those who are 
now removed; while your former seats 
are occupied by a generation who have 
all started into existence, since you were 
first partakers of the hospitable meal. 

It is no doubt a homely illustration, 
but I write for homes^ I wish to meet 
you at your own fire sides. I could 
desire this subject not to be confined 
to the Church and to the Sabbath, but 
to interest your thoughts and meditations, 
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in the quiet retirement of your dwellings. 
And, after all, is not the illustration be- 
fore you the more impressive from its 
very homeliness ? To mark, that even in 
these small and happy circles, time and 
death have found an entrance, and done 
their usual work, and thinned your ranks, 
and marred your innocent festivities. You 
can scarcely look around you in such a 
scene, and avoid the feeling wrought by 
the absence of some well-known face ; 
some child who has perhaps gone forth 
into the world, seldom or never to revisit 
you ; some honoured parent, or some 
loved relative, whose seat is for the first 
time vacant, who has entered into his last 
and silent resting-place, and time and he 
have separated for ever. In changes 
such as these, there is much, very much 
to awaken and to impress every solemn 
and every affectionate feeling of our nar 
tore ; and, as years pass on, they close 
and thicken round us. Wait but a little 
while, and the wheel of time shall have 
o 3 
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again gone* round, and we, and they 
who now continue, shall be replaced 
by others, and our children, and our 
children's children shall have moved 
onward, making room for those who 
follow us. 

Thus generation after generation passes 
forward to eternity, and all so silently^ 
that were it not for the clock of time, 
which is now striking its dull and heavy 
bell, as the departing year drops into its 
sepulchre, we should scarcely feel its 
lapse, or be preparing for the day whien 
" there shall be time no longer."* 

These then are my reasons, for selecting 
the present season and the present day to 
urge upon you the importance of the 

SALVATION OF YOUR SOULS. I do UOt 

desire to cast one shade of gloom upon 
your domestic circle, one feeling of dis- 
comfort within your family meetings ; I 
love and enjoy such meetings, I would 
that the heartless fashions of modem 
♦ Rev. X. 6. 
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times had not rendered them so rare ; but 
still more ardently would I desire that all 
who are partakers of them, were par- 
takers also of that grace of God which 
can alone shed on assemblies such as 
these, the soft and gentle influences of 
innocent cheerfulness, and harmony, and 
love. I cannot, however, but look be- 
yond these meetings, to the day when 
children and parents, people and minis- 
ters, shall meet again, and then the ^' de- 
sire and prayer to God" which fills my 
heart is, that that meeting also may be a 
happy one; and that it maybe so de- 
pends, humanly speaking, entirely upon 
yourselves, upon the zeal, the faithful- 
ness, the prayerfulness with which you 
are labouring in the great work, on 
which I am now addressing you. Let 
me then ask, Are you endeavouring to 
" Work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling," remembering that 
" it is God who worketh in you, both to 
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will and to do of His own good plea- 
sure ?"♦ 

What share does this great work pos- 
sess of your thoughts, your time, your 
hearts? Do you seek the method in 
which alone it can he done, from the 
Word of God, where alone it can be 
found ? And have you ever . seriously 
laid to heart the few great leading truths 
upon this subject which are there so 
clearly developed? Such, for instance, 
as that you. were bom in sin and are, 
continually committing iniquity ;f that, 
as a sinner, you are under the curse of 
God's broken law, and the sentence of 
eternal condemnation ;$ that you cannot 
be justified by any works of your own;§ 

• Phil. ii. 12, 13. 

t Gen. vi. 5, 12 ; viii. 21 ; Psalm U. 5 ; liii. 2, 3 ; 
Isaiah bdv. 6. 

X Psahn ix. 17 ; Gal. iii. 10 ; Ephes. ii. 2, 3. 

§ Psalm cxxx. 3 ; cxliii. 2 ; Romans iii. 19, 20 ; 
Gal. iii. 11; Ephes. ii. 9. 
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but simply and entirely by faith in Jesus 
Christ, the everlasting Son of the Father, 
even the true God;* that this feith is the 
work of the Spirit of God;f and that 
you must one day appear before God, to 
give an account of the things done in the 
body? J These truths may of them- 
selves be said to form the very essence of 
the Gospel: do you cordially believe 
them, often think of them, and feel the 
Saviour, of whom they speak, to be " the 
power of God and the wisdom of 
Godr'§ 

* John iii. 16 ; Acts iv. 12 ; xiii. 39 ; Bomans 
iii. 21, 22, 24—28 ; GaL ii. 16 ; Psalm ii. 7 ; 
Isaiah ix. 6. 

t Col. ii. 12; Ephes. i. 19. 

i Matt. xii. 36 ; Rom. ii. 16 ; xiv. 10 ; 2 Cor. v. 10. 

§ 1 Cor. i. 24. 

I haye selected these references in the hope that 
you will employ some of the younger members of 
your families in searching them out and reading 
them to you ; and still better in writing them out, 
and learning them by heart, for their own spiritual 
improvement. 
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Again : Are you constant and earnest 
in secret prayer, desiring the renewing, 
sanctifying, guiding influences of the 
Spirit of God, without whom " nothing 
is good, nothing is holy," and who can 
alone enable you to please God? Are 
you careful to obtain every aid in " work- 
ing out your own salvation," by a regular 
and devout attendance at the house of 
God, and this not with a half-devotion, 
but whenever you are invited there upon 
the Lord's day? Do you present your- 
self at the table of the Lord, to be in 
£sdth partakers of His body and blood ? 
Have you established morning and even- 
ing prayer in your families? Do you 
pay your workmen, if you employ any, 
early on the Saturday, that they may not 
be compelled to violate the Lord's-day ? 
Do you give your household servants an 
opportunity of attending the Lord's house 
at least once on the Sunday, and not em- 
ploy them more on that holy day than is 
absolutely necessary ? 
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It were easy to multiply these inquiries, 
but I wish rather to compress them into 
as small a compass as possible, that you 
may be the more likely to read, and, by 
God's help, to profit by them. The 
things of which I have spoken do not 
indeed form salvation, but they, as the 
Word of God expresses it, " accompany 
salvation,"* and will never be neglected 
by any individual who is engaged, heart 
and soul, in endeavouring to walk in the 
strait and narrow path which leads to 
that eternal life which the Lord Jesus 
Christ has freely purchased for all that 
love Him. 

May I then, in my own name, and, I 
am sure I may add, in the name of those 
who labour with me, earnestly, affection"> 
ately urge upon you the importance of 
giving this short appeal your serious con- 
sideration? You cannot doubt its mo- 
mentous importance, for what subject can 
be of consequence, if this be not \ All 
» Heb. vi. 9. 
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that now engages your attention, occupies 
your time, influences your heart, will pass 
away, but this will never pass away., 
Ten thousand ages hence, the salvation 
OF YOUR SOUL will be of as much im- 
portance as it is to-day, for ten thousand 
ages hence, you will either be in the full 
enjoyment of that salvation at the 'right 
hand of God, or in utter banishment firom 
His presence, a stranger to all joy, all 
peace, all happiness, a victim to the 
worm which never dies. Keflect then se- 
riously upon the truths set before you, 
aud, like the Bereans of old, search the 
Scriptures for yourselves, and see whether 
these things be so.* Make the inquiries 
which I have offered, the subject of care- 
ful self-examination, and if your reply to 
them be unsatisfactory, be assured there 
is something wrong in your faith, or in 
your practice — something which will not 
bear the eye of a holy and heart^search- 
ing God. Rest not, therefore, until this 

* Acts xvii. 11. 
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be discovered, and, by God's help, recti- 
fied. If it be a duty neglected, pray for 
grace to fulfil it ; if a sin committed, seek 
for strength to renounce it ; and, in both 
cases, plead for pardon, through the 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. If a 
doctrine hitherto misunderstoQd, or dis- 
believed, ask for wisdom rightly to ap- 
preciate it ; and remember, that you are 
never so likely to receive an increase of 
wisdom and knowledge firom God, as when 
you are endeavouring to pay your humble 
sacrifice of duty and obedience to God. 
For have we not our Lord's most gracious 
promise, " If any man will do His will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether 
it be of God."* 

Allow me to avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity, to express my sense of the very 
cordial and gratifying reception which 
both my fellow-labourers and myself have 
met with among you, and to record my 

♦ John vii. 17. 
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hope, that in a parish where so much, 
of kind and generous feeling towards our 
apostolical Church Establishment exists, 
and so much sympathy with its ministers, 
the time may not be far distant, when 
pastors and people may be bound together 
by a still stronger and holier tie: when 
these truths may deeply and influentially 
pervade all classes, and all individuals; 
when their fruits may be visible in the 
holy consistency of our lives, the regu- 
lation of our feimilies, the increase of our 
charities, the improvement of our schools, 
and the adoption of many useM plans 
for the extension of the Redeemer's king- 
dom ! 

I wiU only add, in conclusion, that I 
trust I shall offend no one among you by 
this appeal. I feel it to be a duty from 
which I ought not to shrink, and, indeed, 
from which I cannot refrain. Placed as 
I am, by the providence of God, as His 
appointed minister in this parish, I am 
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bound to "watch for your souls," as one 
" that must give account."* I cannot, 
if I would, forget that most solemn warn- 
ing 6f our God, " Son of man, I havQ 
made thee a watchman unto the house of 
Israel; therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt 
surely die : and thou givest him not 
warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from' his wicked way, to save his life ; the 
same wicked man shall die in his iniquity ; 
but his blood will I require at thine . 
hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, 
and he turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die in his 
iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy 

soul."t 

There cannot, I trust, be any apology 
needed, which is not most fiilly supplied 
by such a declaration. Living among 
you, as, if it please God to spare my 
life, I hope to continue to do, my 

♦ Heb. xiii. 17. f ^zek. iii. 17, 18, 19. 
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prayer is, that our relative duties may 
be thoroughly understood, and on both, 
sides faithfully Mfilled; that you, on 
your parts, may not consider your pas- 
tors as mere preachers, but " so account 
of us as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God,"* 
for " We are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by 
us ;"t and that we, on our parts, may 
" preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus 
the Lord; and ourselves your ser- 
vants for Jesus' sake ;" J being willing, 
as the apostle was, " to teach pub- 
licly, and from house to house,"§ not 
shunning to " declare unto you all the 
coimsel of God,"|| and being equally 
willing to sympathize in your sorrows, to 
partake of your joys, to help you, if need 
be, in your necessities, to advise with you 
in health, to visit you in sickness, to walk 

• 1 Cor. iv. 1. t 2 Cor. v. 20. 

t 2 Cor. iv. 5. § Acts xx. 20. 

II Acte XX. 27. 
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together in all the social and parochial 
intercourses of life, in kindliness and in 
peace, as those who find a common bond 
of union in the love of a common Sa- 
viour, in their desire to promote the glory 
of the same God, and in their prepara- 
tion for the same heaven. 

Allow me, with every heartfelt wish 
for your spiritual and temporal prosperity, 
to sign myself, 

Your faithful Minister, 

HENRY BLUNT. 
StrecUham Rectory y 
Dec. 31, 1836. 
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I. 

The Church of Christ, the means of grace, 
The Spirit teaching through the Word ; 

In those our Saviour's steps we trace, 
Bj Ais his living voice is heard. 

n. 

Firm in his footsteps may we tread, 
Learn every lesson of his love ; 

And be from grace to glory led. 

From Heaven below to Heaven above. 

Montgomery. 



My dear Parishioners, 
It was my endeavour, when I ad- 
dressed you last year, at the same season, 
to offer generally to your notice a few 
appropriate suggestions, and a few affec- 
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tionate hints, upon the most important 
of all subjects, the Salvation of your 
Souls. 

Feeling as I do, that this subject can 
neither be presented to you too fre- 
quently, nor pressed upon you too ur- 
gently, I do not hesitate to intrude upon 
you again, for the purpose of bringing 
before you one of the great and para- 
mount duties connected with this high 
topic ; a duty, perhaps, the most vitally 
important, and at the same time most 
commonly neglected of all which demand 
our attention, and ought to engage our 
hearts. The duty to which I refer, is 
comprised in this simple precept of our 
Divine Lord and Master, " Search the 
Scriptures/'* 

Having a very short time since ad- 
dressed you from the pulpit, upon the 
genuineness and authenticity of the Word 
of God, I do not feel it necessary to re» 
trace that important ground, believing 
• St. John V. 39. 
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that, while perhaps very few into whose 
hands these lines will fall, entertain the 
least doubt of the inspiration of holy- 
Scripture, very many neglect to act 
as if they believed it. The truth is, 
that of all the books in the world, 
none suffer so materially from the 
manner in which they are connected 
by early associations with moments of 
childish labour and trouble, as the Book 
of God. Its doctrines, dry and difficult 
as they must ever be to children, when 
separated from its beautifrd and affecting 
narratives, from its invitations of mercy, 
its appeals of tenderness and pity, are 
continually presented to them in childish 
lesson-books, in this abstract and repul- 
sive form; so that the earliest recollec- 
tions of the Bible are often united in our 
minds with catechisms, and tasks, and 
trouble, an association little likely to lead 
us to search it willingly and cheerfully in 
after-life, for sources of pleasure and 
gratification. The consequence is, that 
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the Bible is seldom really and earnestly 
studied, and carefully and assiduously 
searched, until sickness and affliction have 
produced some degree of thoughtfulness, 
or until, by the influence of the Spirit of 
God, we are led to it, as to that " en- 
grafted Word which is able to save our 
souls."* 

Believing this, my great anxiety is to 
promote in all classes a far more general,* 
more habitual reading of the Holy Scrip-* 
tures throughout this parish, than I have 
reason to believe exists at present. To 
forward so desirable a result, I shall pro- 
ceed to speak, with much plainness, of 
the state of mind in which alone this 
duty can be profitably undertaken, and 
the Bpianner in which it may be best per- 
formed. 

Your feelings, then, when you take up 

the Bible, should be of this nature ; The 

pages I am about to read were written by 

the very hand of Him who made me ;» 

* St. James i. 21. 
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in this book I shall become acquainted 
with the character, and instructed in the 
mind, and find access to the heart, of that 
Being with whom I hope to dwell through- 
out eternity. I come to this blessed 
Book ignorant — to be instructed; wan- 
dering — to be reclaimed; blind — that 
my eyes may be opened ; polluted — ^that 
I may be cleansed ; guilty — and seeking 
pardon for each day's sins, and guidance 
for each day's duties. 

Beading the Word of God in such a 
state of mind as this, it is scarcely toa 
much to say, that you will never close it 
without a blessing. You cannot ; for it 
is of that very Word that its Divine 
Author has. declared, " My word that 
goeth forth out of my mouth, shall not re- 
turn unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it."* I need 
not say that God is pleased with holiness, 
or that the sanctification of every one 
• Isaiah Iv. 11. 
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among us is His desire and His will,* 
and as He has pledged Himself that 
His word shall accomplish what He 
pleases, and shall fulfil His will concern- 
ing us, it is impossible but that a blessing 
should attend it in the case of every in- 
dividual who searches it, for the purpose 
of being made " wise unto salvation." 
You may be long in the study of it, you 
may for years want clearness of perception, 
you may, like the partially blind man in 
the Gospel, for a considerable period " see 
men like trees walking," but " in the end 
you shall reap if ye faint not." The study 
of God's word shall bring you to God Him- 
self, the written word shall give place to 
the Living Word, and through the in- 
strumentality of the former, you shall be 
fitted to be with the latter where He is, 
and shall behold His glory. 

But I trust that there are some to 
whom I am now writing, who would wish 
to inquire a little more minutely and prac- 
• See 1 Thess. iv. 3. 

p 2 
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tically into the method which we should 
recommend for searching the Scriptures, 
as well as the feelings and the spirit 
in which it should he undertaken. We 
should say then that, perhaps, as useful a 
plan as any which you can adopt, if you 
have ample time, is to read daily some part 
of the historical hooks of the Old Testa- 
ment, or the writings of the Prophets ; 
let this he followed hy a portion of the 
Gospels or Epistles, for doctrinal instruc- 
tion; and this again hy a devotional 
reading of a Psalm, or some other similar 
portion of God's word, for the purpose of 
engaging the heart in prayer. By this 
means you may go through the whole 
Bible at the same time, in three distinct 
channels, each supplying that which 
might be lacking in the other two. 

If your time be not sufficient for such 
an arrangement as this, on no account 
omit the devotional reading of God's 
word. To a man in business, to a do- 
mestic servant, to many others whom I 



SECOND PASTORAL LETTER, 317 

am unable to enumerate, it ma^ be im- 
possible to do more than this; but to 
none is it impossible, or even diflB.cult, 
where there is the inclination, to do as 
much. Half a chapter, even a few 
verses, so read and so dwelt upon, will 
form food for the mind during the 
whole day, and happy are they who thus 
treasure up something in the morning to 
which the thoughts may profitably and 
prayerfully revert, during those little in- 
tervals which the most engrossing busi- 
ness, or the most constant occupation, 
leave unappropriated* 

It was this devotional reading of God's 
word, which, above every other means, at 
the time of the blessed Eeformation, 
wrought, by the power of God's Spirit, a 
change almost miraculous in the popula- 
» tion of this highly favoured country. It 
was then, that those holy men, who shortly 
afterwards sealed its truths with their 
blood, are recorded to have read the Bible 
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upon their knees, perhaps in many cases 
literally so, but certainly always striving 
after that prayerful state of mind, that 
devotedness of feeling, that continual 
outpouring of the heart to God, while 
engaged upon His word, which enabled 
them in so wonderful a manner to derive 
from it all its nourishment, and to extract 
its abundant sweetness. It was this, 
which, when trying times arose, taught 
them to oppose all the superstitious ad- 
ditions which Popery had made to Hie 
revealed word, and to stand simply upon 
the truth as it is in Jesus, making the 
memorable declaration, that *' The Bible, 
and the Bible only, is the religion of 
Protestants," and rather than sacrifice 
any portion of what they held so justly 
dear, to march cheerfully in the defence 
of this great truth, to the prison and to ^ 
the stake. 

Still further, as practical directions to 
reading the word of God with profit, I 
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would add the two following: never 
commence it without prayer^ and never 
conclude it without self-examination. 

With regard to prayer, however short, 
however momentary, unless there he a 
heartfelt petition offered for a blessing 
upon the work you are undertaking, that 
work, though it be the reading of God*s 
own word, will be labour lost, time and 
attention thrown away. Always remem* 
ber that the Bible is not to your soul 
^hat your intellect, or your acuteness, ot 
your reasoning powers may pleajse to 
make it, but simply and entirely what 
God makes it, and if you ask nothing of 
Him in respect to it, you will receive 
nothing from Him, He will make it 
nothing to your soul. 

So in respect to self-examination. 
When you have finished a chapter, ask 
yourself. What have I gained by this 
duty? Are there any precepts here 
which I habitually neglect? Any doc- 
Ibrines which I either deny, or do not 
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comprehend? Any duties which I coldly, 
carelessly, or perfunctorily perform ? 
While, from to time, let this important 
investigation take a larger scope, and in- 
quire. Do I feel more relish for this holy 
hook than formerly? Do I perceive more 
weight in its declarations, more awe in its 
threatenings, more love in its promises, 
more self-application in all that I read ? 
Do I see more of Christ in every page, 
and every chapter, and love and admire 
each in proportion, as it tells of Him, and 
as it leads to Him ? Do I resolve by God*s 
grace to read and meditate upon these 
words of life, imtil the Saviour of whom 
they speak, becomes as much the all-per- 
vading theme of my thoughts and affec- 
tions, and desires, as He unquestionably 
is, of every page of those sacred records. 
Permit me to state very plainly, in 
conclusion, the reason why I am thus 
urgent with you to " read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest" the words of the 
Book of God, for it is a most solemn and 
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impressive one. It is no less than this. 
That the Bible is the book out of which 
we Christians at least shall be judged 
hereafter, and by which therefore we 
shall all most assuredly be acquitted or 
condemned. Every thought, word, and 
deed will be weighed in this balance of 
the Sanctuary ; human opinions, the 
world's dread tribunal now, will then 
have passed away for ever, and no othet 
standard will be recognised, no other tri- 
bunal known, than that which the Books 
of Inspiration have erected. For these 
are the Books which both the prophet 
Daniel,* and St. John,f assure us shall be 
opened on the great day. Heaven and 
earth shall pass away, but these books 
shall not pass away, for the *' everlasting 
Gospel" J is inscribed upon their pages. 
Believe, then, that every chapter in them 
which you now read, every truth from 
them which you now hear, shall be as 

♦ Daniel vii. 10. f Rev. xx. 12. 

:|: Rev. xiv. 6. 

p3 
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vividly impressed upon your memory when 
millions of ages shall have run their 
unnumbered round, as at the present 
hour, and that a boundless Eternity shall 
not be too long to bewail your neglect, or 
to exult in the joys of that salvation, 
which the Bible and the Bible only could 
have taught you. 

Am I then wrong in thus endeavouring, 
^^ in season and out of season," to im- 
press upon you, whatever be your age, 
or sex, or rank, this injunction of your 
Redeemer, '' Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal life, and 
they are they which testify of me'' * I urge 
you, I entreat you, to attend to the perform- 
ance of this much«neglected duty. Nay, I 
do more, I charge you solemnly, in Grod's 
name, as one who has the care over you in 
the Lord, that you strive to the utmost of 
your ability to fulfil it. Masters and 
mistresses of families — " Search the 
Scriptures;" read them to yourselves, 
* St. John V. 39. 
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read them with your children, read them 
to your domestics. Servants in families — 
" Search the Scriptures ;" be not content 
with public instructions, or family instruc- 
tions, but read the Word of God for 
yourselves. 

One and all, I affectionately intreat 
you, to make yourselves better acquainted 
with this holy book. Read it, love it, 
practise it, if you desire to stand without 
offence, complete in Him of whom it 
testifies, on that great day when the lion* 
of the tribe of Judah shall take this 
book, and break open its seals, and pro- 
nounce its sentence upon you, upon me, 
and upon all, at " the resurrection of the 
just." 

Believe me to remain. 

Your faithful Minister, 

HENRY BLUNT. 
Streatham Rectortfy 
Dec. 30, 1837. 

♦ See Rev. v. 
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" Prayer is the contrite sinner's voice, 

Returning from his wajs : 
While angels in their songs rejoice, 

And say, * Behold, he prays !' 

" Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 

The Christian's native air, 
His watchword at the gate of death. 

He enters Heaven by prayer." 

Montgomery. 



My dear Parishioners, 
Presuming, from the manner in which 
some among you, at least, have acknow- 
ledged my former addresses to you at 
this season, that they have not been 
entirely disregarded, I venture once 
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again to avail myself of this substitute 
for personal intercourse, for which the 
state of my health will, I trust, be still 
allowed to form my apology. 

Next in importance to the subject 
which engaged our attention at the close 
of last year, viz., "The Christian's duty 
of searching the Holy Scriptures," it 
appears natural to turn to a topic which 
can scarcely be said to be second even to 
this, I allude to the obvious duty, the 
unspeakable privilege of prayer, 

I cannot for a moment suppose that 
many to whom I am now writing, are 
living absolutely and entirely without 
prayer, such a belief is incompatible even 
with the mere profession of Christianity. 
For if this profession mean anything, it 
must include such a belief in Christ as 
shall lead us to aim at some degree of 
obedience to His commands, and among 
these commands not one is more fre- 
quently repeated, not one is more con- 
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tinually impressed, not one is more easy 
of obedience, than the call to prayer. 
Refer only to the following passages of 
Scripture in proof of the reiteration of 
this command.* Matt. vii. 7 ; John xvi. 
23, 24; Phil. iv. 6; Ephes. vi. 17, 18; 
Col. iv. 2; 1 Thess. v. 17; 2 Pet. iv. 7, 
But I am well aware, that although there 
may be few who never bend the knee or 
open the mouth in prayer, there may be 
many of whom God has never yet said, 
as He said, of the converted Saul, " Be- 
hold, he prayeth!" (Acts ix. 11.) 

Before our Heavenly Father can pre- 
dicate this of any of his creatures, their 
prayer must possess these distinguishing 
qualifications: it must flow from the 
heart; it must be aided by the Spirit 
of God ; it must be offered through the 
Son of God, and must be agreeable to 
the will of God. 

* I again request jou to let the jounger members 
of your family, search out the texts, referred to in 
this letter, and write them down. 
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These may be fairly called the charac- 
teristics of all acceptable prayer. I would 
therefore ask your attention to each of 
these points, as absolutely essential to 
the right understanding of the nature, 
and the proper performance of the duty 
of prayer. 

Prayer must flow from the heart. It 
seems almost needless to insist upon so 
obvious a truth, and it would be quite 
unnecessary, were it not, that there are 
few self-evident truths, which are in 
practice so continually denied. I would 
put this fearlessly to the experience of 
each individual reader. I would say to 
you, Look for a moment into your own 
mind, and your own experience. You 
acknowledge that all acceptable prayer 
must flow from the heart. This is well. 
We will conclude that you have said 
your prayers this morning, and we would 
ask, How much of deep and earnest 
thoughtfulness, how much of anxious 
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desire for the things for which you 
sought, how much, in feet, of hearty 
was there in your petitions, or your 
praises ? When, for instance, you spoke 
of your sins, did you participate in the 
Publican's* earnestness, contrition, and 
zeal, when he smote upon his breast, 
saying, " God be merciful to me a sin- 
ner?" When you sought for pardon, 
was it at all with the same degree of ear- 
nestness with which the widow, in the 
Gospel, sought to be avenged of her ad- 
versary? with which the man went at 
midnight, to ask for bread for some un- 
expected guest? with which blind Bar- 
timeus j- prayed for eye-sight, " Jesus, 
thou Son of David, have mercy on me?" 
Or, when you interceded for others, was 
it with any measure of Abraham's J zeal, 
when he cried for the sixth time, "Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and I will 

• See Luke xviii. 13. f See Mark x. 46. 
X See Gen. xviii. 32. 
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speak yet but this once ?" If these feel- 
ings were absent, I do not say, in their 
intensity, but in their sincerity, be as- 
sured of this, that however perfect was the 
form of prayer which you employed this 
morning, you have not prayed to-day. 

With respect to the remaining three 
points to which I have referred, I shall 
rest them simply upon the declarations of 
God Himself. 

I. That (mr prayers must he aided by 
the Spirit of God, we possess this clear 
and imequivocal statement of the re- 
vealed word. *^ The Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities; for we know not what we 
should pray for as we ought." (Rom. 
viii. 26.) And, again, " Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication, in the 
Spirit." (Ephes. vi. 18.) 

II. The following testimony is amply 
sufficient to prove, that all our petitions 
must be offered through the Son of God. 
" Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that wiU I do." And again, "Verily, 
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verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall ask the Father in my name, He 
wiU give it you/' (John xvL 23.) With- 
out this there is no prayer* There is no 
single promise in the New Testament 
attached to calling upon Qod in any 
other manner, or through any other 
name ; attempt it in any different way, 
and you will find, that '^the Heavens 
over you will be brass," and your prayets, 
instead of rising to the mercy-seat of 
God, will be beaten down and ML in 
judgments upon your head. 

IIL That our prayers must be offered 
cigreeahhf to 1h£ will of Gody is distinctly 
declared by St. John, when he says, " K 
we ask any thing according to His will, 
He heareth us. And if we know that 
He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know 
that we have the petitions that we de- 
sired of him." (1 Ep. John v. 14, 16.) 

Bearing these scriptural qualifications, 
of all acceptable prayer, carefully in 
mind, if you have never yet found benefit. 
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or relief, or comfort from prayer, begin 
this day anew to offer your petitions at 
the throne of grace. Ask God to enable 
you to pray! Yes, strange as it may 
appear, you must pray ^ that you may pray. 
It is a great work, and one which, as we 
have seen, requires the immediate assist- 
ance of God. Go therefore, now, as soon 
as you have read these words, and be- 
seech our Heavenly Father to give you 
his Holy Spirit, that you may learn to 
pray. 

The reason that so many of us are in- 
different to spiritual things — that we hear 
the Word of God so coldly — that we 
read it so carelessly — that we obey it so 
indifferently — is, that we do not really 
pray. Once let this blessed intercourse 
between God and our souls be scrip- 
turally established, and all will be weU. 
God's written and revealed Word will 
have new charms for us~His day will 
become a delight to us — His service a 
pleasure — His yoke will be easy, and 
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His burden light. So highly do I esti- 
mate this great duty and privilege of the 
Christian^ that if I might hope that the 
present address was instrumental in pro- 
ducing one heartfelt prayer, I should be 
abundantly satisfied and truly grateful to 
Him, "from whom cometh every good 
and perfect gift." 

There is another subject connected so 
nearly with this of which I have already 
written, that I cannot allow myself to 
close my letter without adverting to it. 
I refer to the important duty of Famly 
Prayer. I have reason to know that 
this is not unacknowledged or unprac- 
tised among you ; but I have at the same 
time cause to fear, that it is by no means 
so generally fulfilled as we could desire. 
Why should there be a single family in 
our parish where this great duty is 
neglected'? Why one house, where the 
family altar is not erected, and children 
and servants assembled, morning and 
evening, around it? I am aware that 
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from the nature of your occupations, your 
habits are necessarily early, and that 
perhaps there are few who are not, more 
or less, hurried every morning ; no doubt 
this is an impediment, but it is by no 
means insuperable. From ten minutes 
to a quarter of an hour are all that are 
required for the important purpose of 
family devotion. N6w God has expressly 
declared that He will "pour out His 
fury upon the families that call not upon 
His name" (Jer. x. 25); while He at 
the same time especially honoured Abra- 
ham, because Abraham* commanded his 
family to honour God, and collected them 
upon every occasion for the services of 
social worship ; and the sincere followers 
of God have in every age imitated this 
holy example of the Patriarch. What 
reason, then, I would ask, will you give, 
that you do not perform a duty so sanc- 
tioned and so blessed? I can scarcely 
believe that any individual will reply, " I 
* See Genesis xviii. 17 — 19. 
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have not time." Not time to worship 
that God in your family, firom whom 
every single blessing in that £unily pro- 
ceeds! Not time to seek firom God, 
fiunily mercies, and to plead to God, for 
the pardon of £Eunily sins 7 Not time to 
dedicate to God, one quarter of an hour^ 
in your family, morning and evening, and 
yet professing to hope to spend, as a 
&mily, an eternity in His presence and 
service! 

I own I feel so much ashamed of the 
excuse, that if I had not heard it ad- 
vanced, I should think it almost affront- 
ing to yourselves, to believe that it could 
ever have existed. Only inquire for a 
moment, how such an excuse will soimd 
on the great day, when you shall stand 
before your Judge ! " I had not time, O 
God, throughout a long and prosperous 
life, to worship Thee in my family." Re- 
member also, I beseech you, that if you 
cannot find a time to ask for family 
blessings at God's hands, you must not 
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be surprised if God does not find a time 
to bestow them ; and who shall say that 
the alienated affections, the ungovemed 
tempers, the wayward wills which so 
often interrupt family union, and destroy 
for ever, family peace, are not the natural 
and necessary £ruits of the prevailing 
neglect of Family Prayer ? 

God knows that in every family there 
must be trials, trials from our children, 
from our servants, from ourselves; is it 
possible to meet these in a better spirit, 
or with more hope of finally overcoming 
them, or of meekly and patiently bearing 
them, than when we have all assembled 
together around the family altar, and 
thus openly acknowledged our mutual 
allegiance to "the King of kings and 
Lord of lords 1" I do not say that even 
the best of our imperfect observances of 
this most obvious duty, wiU draw the 
sting from every trial, but I am certain 
that if conscientiously and faithfully ftil- 
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filled, it will bring down upon us, upon 
our children, upon our households, a ricli 
and abundant blessing from that God, 
whose recorded promise it is, " 1 will be 
a God unto thee, and to thy seed after 
thee." (Gen. xvii. 7.) And who has him- 
self declared, " Them that honour me I 
will honour, and they that despise me 
shall be lightly esteemed." (1 Sam. ii. 
30.) 

Allow me then as one who is bound 
to " watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account" (Heb. xiii. 17), to 
urge upon you all, both rich and poor, 
most solemnly and most affectionately, 
the performance, the immediate perform- 
ance, of this great duty. Time is 
hastening on, yet a little while, and all 
our good resolutions which have not been 
carried out into practice, will profit us 
nothing. Vain will be our repining, 
useless will be our regrets, worthless our 
remorse. Look well to your motives, 
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inquire honestly the reason of your 
neglect ; in most cases, the fear of man 
will be found at the bottom of your dis- 
inclination, thus publicly in your families, 
to acknowledge and honour God : the 
fear of the laugh, of the frown, of the 
comments of those around you. How 
pitiful will such an excuse appear even 
to your own soul upon the great Day ! 
How. unworthy of a rational being is it 
now! To be afraid of drawing down 
the angry, or the satirical remarks of 
man, and not to be afraid of the present 
displeasure, the future sentence of an 
Almighty God ! 

May God bestow upon us all, that 
grace which can alone render us in- 
different to the opinion of the world in 
matters of religion, and can enable us to 
rise above " that fear of man which 
bringeth a snare " (Prov. xxix. 25) ; and 
whether in private, in the congregation, 
or in the family, with a heart reconciled 

VOL. III. Q 
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to God by Christ Jesus our Lord, to wor- 
ship Him in spirit and in truth. 

I am, 

My dear Parishioners, 

Yours faithfully and affectionately, 



HENRY BLUNT- 



Streatham Rectory^ 
Deeply 1838. 
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" Forth from the dark and stormy sky, 
Lord, to thy table would we fly ; 
Forth from the world, its hope and fear, 
Saviour, we seek thy shelter here ; 
Weary and weak, thy grace we pray j 
Turn not, O Lord, thy quests away. 

IL 

" Long have we roam'd in want and pain, 
Long have we sought thy rest in vain : 
Wilder'd in doubt, in darkness lost, 
Long have our souls been tempest-tost ; 
Low at thy feet our sins we lay ; 
Turn not, O Lord, thy guests away !" 

Bishop Heber. 



My dear Parishioners. 
By the great mercy and goodness of 
Almighty God, I am once more permitted 
q2 
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to be in the midst of you at this hal- 
lowed season, and I cannot deny myself 
the gratification of communicating again 
with you upon " the things belonging 
to our peace, before they are hidden 
from our eyes." The shortness of time, 
the nearness of eternity, have been im- 
pressed most forcibly upon me, by my 
own state of health, since the date of my 
last "Pastoral Letter ;" they hare taught 
me in a manner which I can neither mis- 
understand, nor forget, " Whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, 
for there is no device, nor wisdom, nor 
knowledge in the grave, whither thou 
goest." The lesson ought to have been 
well learnt, for it has been taught, as 
Gideon "taught the men of Succoth, 
with the briars and thorns of the wilder- 
ness;" and I can truly say, that the 
sharpest of those briars and thorns have 
been, the necessary separation from al- 
most every duty that sweetened life, and 
almost every relative and friend who en- 
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deared it. But, the will of the Lord be 
done ! — " I will speak/' like the Psalmist 
of old. both " of mercy and judgment," 
for where the latter is found, the former 
is never absent; and, blessed be God,, 
usually, largely, and mightily prepon- 
derates. Let me, then, assure you that,' 
among the mercies which it has pleased 
the Almighty to mingle in his cup of 
suffering, the knowledge that there were 
many among you, who, from time to time, 
as the necessity of the case appeared to 
reqiiire it, were willing, both socially and 
privately, to unite in humble petitions to 
Almighty God for your absent minister, 
was among the chiefest and the best. 

It will be in the recollection of many 
of you, that prayer was the important 
subject upon which I last addressed you, 
I did not then know how strong a per- 
sonal interest I might have in the success 
of that advice. I knew, indeed, that your 
own welfare, temporally and eternally, must 
in a great measure depend* upon the fact 
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that you were praying Christians. For 
prayer is the breath of the soul ; and as 
no child of man can live without breath- 
ing, BO assuredly can no child of Grod 
live without prayings But I did not 
know how speedily I should have to $iak 
for those prayers myself; or how de^ 
pendent, under God, I might be mpoa 
their faithfulness, sincerity, and perse- 
verance. Some may be staggered at 
this, and doubt if it be not attributing 
tooHku^h to prayer; bat I neither- eavy 
the feelings, nor understand the mind of 
that man, who, believing prayer to be 
a positive duty, believes, at the sa^l^ 
time, that it is superstitious to ej^pect 
its answer. We had better cease from 
prayer, than not to wait in faithftil de^ 
pendence that it shall be heard; or dis- 
believe that word of our Divine Mastef 
which says, " Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in my name, He will give it 
you;"<» that promise so fully explained 
• St. Joha xvi. 23. 
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and amplified by the beloved apostle 
when he said, "This is the confidence 
that we have in Him, that, if we ask 
anything according to His will, He 
heareth us."* 

But my desire is not to dwell upon a 
subject which has already fully engaged 
our attention* My chief object in these 
pastoral letters, is to bring some single 
subject of deep religious importance, 
plainly and forcibly to your minds, so 
that it may not only arrest your attention 
for the present, but remain with you as 
a word of affectionate advice,. to which, 
you may recur in times to come. The 
subject that I have selected for this pur^ 
pose, on the present occasion, is, as our 
Prayer-book denominates it, " The Lord's 
Supper, or holy communion," 

Many considerations have led me to 

this choice, chiefly, perhaps, because I 

consider it next in importance to those 

high subjects upon which I have already 

* 1 John V. 14, 
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treated ; and secondarily, because I hare^ 
seen with concern a diminution of the 
attendance upon this blessed and holy 
service, during the suspension of my 
personal ministrations among you. I am 
quite aware that there may be local rea- 
sons, such, for instance, as the opening 
of the new chapel, that may account in 
some degree for this decrease ; but they 
are not sufficient to satisfy the mind of 
any pastor zealous for the spiritual wel- 
fere of his flock, neither, I fear, will they 
satisfy the great Pastor, the Shepherd of 
shepherds, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, when he comes to reckon with 
his servants.* 

In writing to you upon the subject of 
this holy communion, it is essential, at 
once, to warn you against the present, 

* I was a partaker of the Lord's Supper, last 
month, at the Rev. J. Browne's, Trinity Church, 
Cheltenham, the congregation of wliich, very little, 
if at all, outnumbered our own, while the number^ 
of communicants was more than treble ! 
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prevailing error of that very active and 
insidious party in the Church, which, 
while affecting to glorify the sacrament, 
degrades at the same moment the Lord 
of the sacrament. By putting upon the 
ordinance an honour which was never 
intended for it, by speaking of it as " a 
propitiatory and expiatory sacrifice^'' the 
very nature of a sacrament is destroyed ; 
and by thus, asi has been admirably ex- 
pressed, " changing rhetoric into logic," 
that which was intended only as a symbol, 
is at once converted into the thing sym- 
bolized, to the evident injury and dese- 
cration of the " full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the 
sins of the whole world."* Well did 
Ridley, Bishop and martyr, say upon this 
important point, in which the Romanists 
fully agree with those in our own Church, 
to whom I am referring, " They pluck 
away the honour from the only sacrifice 
of Christ, whilst this sacramental or mass 
• Communion Service, 

3 
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sacrifice is believed to be propitiatory, 
and such a one as purgeth the souls both 
of the quick and the dead. Contrary to 
that is written in the Hebrews^ * With 
one offering hath He made perfect for 
ever them that are sanctified.' And 
again, ' Where remission of sin is, there 
is no more offering for siu.' " 

Very differently indeed does our 
Church treat this subject ; she uot oaly 
scrupulously avoids the term altar where 
there is no sacrifice, for the only sacrifice 
to which she ever refers iu the service, 
is when she speaks of " praise and thanks- 
giving," offered and presented unto the 
Lord with ourselves, oux souls, and bodies, 
as a reasonable,, holy, and lively sacrifice," 
but most fully and entirely repudiates all 
notion of any material change taking 
place in the bread; and wine. You wift 
find her views upon thii^i importaoit point 
contained in the Church Catechism, in; 
the service itself, and in the Twenty^first 
Article, all of which axe in entire and 
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perfect accordance with Scripture and 
with each other ; for all assert that those 
and those only who " rightly, worthily, 
and with faith receive the same, to them, 
the hread which we break is a partaking 
of the body of Christ, and likewise the 
cup of blessing is a partaking of the 
blood of Christ." Or, a^^ the Catechism, 
when it asks the important question, 
"What is the inward part or thing 
signified?" answers (leaving it to the 
most illiterate to discern that " the thing 
signified," can never be, in the same 
sense, the thing present), " The body and 
blood of Christ which are verily and 
indeed taken and received by thefaWiful 
in the Lord's Supper." The benefits, 
therefore, are clearly confined to " the 
faithfuV recipient. The body and blood 
are partaken of only by " the faithful^ a 
fact which is alone sufficient to* prove that 
there can be no real or bodily presence in 
the sense in which the Tractarians have 
explained it, or all who partake of the 
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bread and wine must necessarily partake 
of the body and blood : and that without 
any possible distinction, the faithful and 
unfaithful must eat of it alike. We, 
therefore, distinctly and fearlessly assert 
that the only presence of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in the sacrament, recognised by 
our Church, is a spiritual, not a bodily 
presence; a presence, indeed, which 
gladdens the heart and cheers the soul of 
his believing people, but which neither 
implies transubstantiation nor consub- 
stantiation, nor any other material change 
in the bread and wine, which remain 
simply bread and wine, after consecration, 
as they were before, but are made by that 
act, as our Church designates them, 
simply " the outward part, or sign of 
the Lord's Supper." 

It will, however, be far more interest- 
ing, as well as far more instructive, to draw 
our opinions upon this important sub- 
ject, not from the writings of uninspired 
men, however holy, but immediately from 
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the written Word of God himself. It is 
impossible to do this more satisfactorily 
than by selecting, in the plain and beau- 
tiful language of Holy Writ, the particu- 
lars of the institution of the Lord's 
Supper, as they are contained in the 
writings of the two Evangelists who re- 
cord it, and the effect will be, that we 
shall feel astonished that an institution 
so perfectly simple should have been 
converted into a mystery so entirely 
unintelligible. " And when even was 
come, Jesus sat down and the twelve 
apostles with him. And he said unto 
them, with desire I have desired " (or, I 
have most heartily desired) '' to eat this 
passover with you before I suffer ; for I 
say unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the king- 
dom of God."* 

And now his desire had been gratified, 
that evening meal was over, the final 
passover was concluded, and the Lord of 
* See Matt* xxvi. 20 ; and Luke xxii. 14. . 
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Life and his disciples still lingered in the 
supper-room, delighting ia that spiritual 
converse which made their hearts bum 
within them, and presented to them no 
feeble foretaste of the communion of 
the saints in bliss. The bread and wine, 
always accompaniments of the Jewish 
passQver, still remained upon the table ; 
when Jesus, no doubt, during some 
solemn pause in the conversation, whea 
all minds were filled with the thought, 
of those approaching sorrows which our 
Lord had, on that evening, for the first 
time plainly spoken, took up the bread, 
and breaking it, and pouring forth hisr 
blessing upon it, deliveised it to his dis^ 
ciples, with these few but emphatic words, 
" Take, eat : this is my body which is. 
given for you^ this do in remembrance 
of me." Likewise, also, " he took the 
cup," and blessing that in like manner, 
*' be. gave it. to them, saying, Drink ye all 
of it/' And he said unto them,^ " Thifi 
cup is the New Testament in my blood 
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which is shed for you,"* and " for many 
for the remission of sins/'f " Verily I 
say unto you, I will drink no more hence- 
forth of this fruit of the vine, imtil that 
day when I drink it new with you in ray 
Father's kingdom." 

How simple, how touchingly beautiful 
is the whole of this Gospel narrative; 
how totally different from all the glosses 
with which ages of superstition have at- 
tempted to overlay it ! 

Our Lord well knew not only the ccrr- 
ruption,. but the coldness and ingratitude 
of the human heart. He knew Hja* 
years, nay centuries,, must pass away, and 
that the history of His dying love shoul^l 
fall upon men's ears, and on men's, hearts, 
like a tale of other times, in which they 
were but little interested ; while evea ta 
the few, the happy few,, who should,, kk 
all ages, adore and venerate that Saviour's 
name, there should be still the strong 
temptation to suffer their souls to dwell 

* tMke xxH. 20, f Matt, xxvi. 2S^ 



352 FOURTH PASTORAL LETTER, 

upon ** the things which are seen and 
are temporal," to the frequent forgetftd- 
ness of those " which are not seen and 
are eternal." 

To meet, then, this never-ceasing, 
never-slumbering tendency of our cor- 
rupt and fallen nature was, no doubt, the 
primary intention of the affecting inci- 
dent we are considering. " This do in 
remembrance of me." And mark how 
rich in its very penury, how grand in its 
simplicity, was this astonishing institu- 
tion, — ^how far beyond all the mysteries 
which blinded man has chosen to throw 
around it ! Observe, first, how small a 
thing it was that the Saviour of the 
world requested of His followers. It is 
as if He had said. When in times to 
come, you assemble together in my name 
and for my worship, I ask of you no 
great, no costly sacrifice ; I only desire to 
live in your memory, and in your love. 
I only wish to see, and to make an un- 
believing world see, that in every gene- 
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ration throughout all time, there shall 
still be some who will remember the 
transactions of this awful night, who will 
adore and love the despised Saviour, and 
acknowledge Him in this, the lowest 
point of His humiliation, as their Re- 
deemer and their God. 

Add, then, this act, this slight memo- 
rial of all the sorrows and the anguish 
you will this night witness, of all the 
agonies of that scene from which to- 
morrow's sun will hide his face ; add 
only this slight memorial from time to 
time to your accustomed sacrifice of 
prayer and praise; eat one morsel of 
broken bread, and drink one drop of wine, 
in the name of the Crucified. " Do this in 
remembrance of me," at those your solemn 
festivals, from this my hour of deepest, 
deadliest suffering, until I come again in 
glory to judge the world, and save my 
people. 

Who could resist such an appeal ? who 
disobey such a command 1 neglect sa 
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easy, so affectionate a request I It were 
impossible ! More than eighteen centuries 
have passed away, since in that upper 
chamber, in some obscure house in the 
city of Jerusalem, the words which con- 
veyed the request were spoken, by that 
lowly sufferer, to his broken-hearted fdl^ 
lowers ; and is it too much to say, that 
^' Their sound is gone out into all lands, 
and their words into the ends of the 
world?" From that night until the pre* 
sent hxmr^ all ranks, all classes of Chri»« 
tian believers, have united in fulfilling 
this last request of their Redeemer* 
Kings have descended from their thrones^ 
and laid aside their crowns, and for a 
time forgotten all their earthly pageantry, 
and knelt in reverence to the King of 
kings, and been partakers of His humble 
feast, guests at His lowly table. High 
and low, rich and poor, all who name the 
name of Christ, have remembered, and 
rejoiced to remember the Saviour's dying 
love, by accepting this, his dying invita- 
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tion. Century after ceatury has passed 
away, the laws inscribed upon tablets of 
brass hare perished, the monuments of 
human greatness, the edifices of Grecian 
and of Roman art, which proudly paro- 
mised an existence limited * only by that 
of the world itself, have mouldered into 
dust; dynasties and empires have risen 
and fallen, and are forgotten ; and this 
Kttle sentence — this affecting memorial — 
this solemn, though simple institution — 
this blessed means of grace, has outlived 
them all! Yes, we may with perfect 
truth assert, that it has not only lived, 
but that its life has never for one moment 
been suspended; forming at once the 
highest ordinance, the most valuable 
means of grace, and the strongest evi- 
dence to the truth of the religion, whose 
Divine Founder it commemorates. No 

• Alluding to the well-known Roman vaunt, 
** When the Coliseum falls, Rome falls ; and when 
Rome falls, the world falls ! " The Coliseum is a 
wreck, and what is Rome ? 
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single week^ no single day, has ever 
since passed bj, which has not witnessed 
some little assemblage of the followers of 
the Bedeemer, '^ doing this in rraiem- 
branoe of Him,'* and thus, as the apostle 
says, ^^ showing forth the Loid's death 
until He comes." 

But there may be some among you to 
whom the very d^cription of the ordi-- 
nance itself notwithstanding its perfect 
simplicity, while it has diminished its 
mystery, may have added deeply in your 
mind to its requirements. Or there may 
be some, again, upon whom the qualifi- 
cations of the recipients, which I have 
referred to, may have an influence the 
very reverse of that which is intended. 
Such may say, within their hearts. If to 
eat the good of the ordinance, it must be 
^* rightly, worthily, and with feith re* 
ceived,"— if it be " to the faithful " only 
that the body aad blood of the Saviour 
fire spiritually^ communicated, then is it 
in vain for me, a faithless, unworthy mx* 
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Her as I know myself to be, to think of 
presenting myself at that holy table. 

This difficulty, we think, originates in 
applying a diflFerent meaning to these 
terms from that which the Scriptures or 
the Church will justify. All that the 
Word of God says upon the necessary 
degree of preparation for this holy ordi- 
nance is simply this, "Let a man ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat of that 
bread and drink of that cup." All that 
our Church, in perfect harmony, responds 
to this is, when asked, " What is re- 
quired of them that come to the Lord's 
Supper ? " — " To examine themselves 
whether they repent them truly of their 
former sins, stedfastly purposing to lead 
a new life, have a lively faith in God's 
mercy, through Christ, with a thankful 
remembrance of his death, and to be in 
charity with all men." No man, there- 
fore, who is not willing to examine him- 
self upon such points, and to pray, and 
strive to be enabled to give, in all godly 
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sincerity, answers of peace upon each of 
these solemn heads, is invited to the table 
of which we speak, or could by possibility 
suppose himself a welcome guest. But, 
then, we have no hesitation also in say- 
ing, that no man who is conscious of that 
love to the Saviour which induces him to 
seek his table *^in a thankful remem- 
brance of his death,^' mourning for past 
mxs with that ^^ repentance, not to be 
repented of," which is the Saviour's gift, 
and with that yearning after holiness to 
God, and good-will to man, which is the 
work of the Saviour's spirit, both spring- 
ing from " a lively faith in God's mercy, 
through Christ," need be under any, the 
slightest apprehension, that he shall ever 
be sent empty away. 

But there is another and a diflFerent 
class of excuses which influences many, 
we fear, in absenting themselves from the 
table of the Lord. I allude now to those 
among you, who imagine worldly busi- 
ness, or continued and anxious occupa- 
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tion, to be sufficient hindrances to the 
performance of this great duty. I would 
ask all such persons to look for one 
moment at the first table of communi- 
cants who were ever partakers of this 
Divine institution. Were they men of 
leisure ? Were they, in any degree, un- 
encumbered by the cares and anxieties 
of life ? Had they no family troubles ? 
no domestic sorrows? no harassing and 
toilsome occupations I — Far from it. The 
very first thing we hear respecting the 
disciples, after the resurrection of their 
Lord, was that they had returned to their 
usual avocations, and were toiling all 
night long upon the sea of Galilee. And 
at a later period, this is the language in 
which one of the most eminent among 
them, describes their worldly state, "Even 
unto this present hour, we both hunger, 
and thirst, and are naked, and have no 
certain dwelling-place, and labour, work- 
ing with our own hands." Does this 
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look like men of idleness? Do thesi 
men seem to have had more time tc 
think of, and prepare for, the frequent 
reception of this holy sacrament, than 
the most active men of business among 
yourselves? And does it seem to you 
even now, and will it seem to you, upon 
your death-bed, my friends, when about 
to stand before the Saviour you have 
disobeyed, a reasonable excuse for the 
neglect of such an invitation, to say, that 
you had too much to do to attend to it ? 
Hark! how the humblest language in 
which such an excuse could be conveyed 
will on that day sound, " Lord, I ac- 
knowledge thy great love in dying for 
the sins of men, and thy great conde- 
scension in commanding me to perform 
one little outward act to evince my grati- 
tude. I never disputed thy conimand ; I 
never doubted, therefore, that it was my 
duty ; I always meant to fulfil it at some 
convenient and fitting season, but life 
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was SO short, and business so pressing, 
^- and the subject so irksome to me, that 
'^' although I was always looking for an 

-/' opportunity, I was suddenly called away 
•' ^ after forty or fifty years of good inten- 
-* tions, without having had time to carry 

•'! . them into effect." 

-: Can you make a better excuse than 

this, and how do you think it sounds 1 

^ Does it seem as if it ought to satisfy Him 

r "- who shall one day be your Judge ? Can 

'^ it receive a more gracious answer than 

^' was returned to him who said, *' Lord, I 

?' knew thee, that thou wert an austere 

.' man?" &c. Alas ! I do not see upon what 

> plea we can expect it. Infinite love itself 

- cannot infiinge upon the attribute of 

'^ infinite justice. Remember that it was 

^ the same Lord who said, " Go out into 

the highways and hedges, and compel 

' them to come in," to prove that his 

house and his heart were alike open to 

all, who also said of the neglectful guests, 

** Cut them asunder, and cast them into 

VOL. III. R 
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outer darkness, where shall be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth." 

We bid you, then, to cast aside all 
these excuses as nothing worth, and to 
come to the feast to which your Lord so 
graciouslyand condescendingly invites you. 
If you have difficulties upon the subject 
in your own mind, you are well aware 
that your ministers will, delight in nothing 
more than in assisting you to remove 
them, and, by the aid of God's promised 
Spirit, they will not do so in vain. Only 
remember that the benefits of the ordi- 
nance will always be proportioned to the 
state of the recipient. That the blessing 
it will confer, will depend on the degree 
of faith and repentance with which you 
partake of it. If you attend, in mere 
formality, to do as others do, to swell the 
number of communicants, to avoid all 
appearance of singularity, or for any low 
and unworthy motives, it will be. to you 
as though it had never been ; or rather, 
it will tend only to increase your respon- 
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sibility, and to aggravate your sins : like 
the guest who had not on a wedding- 
garment, you can expect only the frown 
and condemnation of your Lord. But, if 
you come, truly desirous of a spiritual 
union with the Saviour in holy and 
grateful love, longing for a nearer ap- 
proach, a closer communion with him, 
and striving for nothing so much as that 
your feelings of humility, contrition, and 
love, may form a transcript of the words 
you use in this holy service, while ad- 
dressing yourselves to him as penitential, 
and yet grateful guests at his table, it 
will be indeed to you a foretaste of a 
higher feast, and a more resplendent 
festival. It will shadow forth dimly and 
feebly, but not uncertainly, the maniage- 
supper of the Lamb, where you shall sit 
down with Abraham, and Isaac, and 
Jacob, and all the saints of God, all 
those who were dear to him, and to your- 
self, whom you have ever loved and lost 
below, in one happy, and joyful, and 
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blessed company; eternity itself not too 
long for the praises you have to cele- 
brate, and the joys of which you will be 
partakers. 

Believe me, 

My dear Parishioners, 

Yours faithfully and affectionately, 



HENRY BLUNT. 



Streatham Rectory y 
Jan. 2, 1843. 



MacinUMh, Printer, Ornt New-street, London. 
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